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The National Household 
Travel Survey  2008



The NHTS Program –
Two Components

National Study
Serves USDOT, Congress, and White House
Resource for State, metro areas (MPOs), etc.
40 years of trend data on U.S. travel behavior
Sample size:  25,000 households

Add-On Program
Service to States and MPOs since 1990
Allows States and MPOs to purchase additional 
samples
2008 sample size: 125,000 (a doubling from 
2001)



Survey Design - New for 2008

Allows for valid statewide data--
minimum sample (n=250)
Cell Phone only sample
Customizable content for Add-On 
participants 
New data items for national study



New 2008 NHTS Content

Congestion
Interstate use and tolling
Telecommuting – opportunity and frequency 
Work arrival time and flexibility

Safety
Safe Travel to School
Travel impacts of disability

Energy and Environment
Shopping by Internet and deliveries to the household 
Hybrid/Alternative fuel vehicles
Fuel costs by vehicle type and travel behavior
Vehicle age, odometer reading, and annual mileage

Alternative Modes
Access (to transit) travel party size
Frequency of walk and bike
Motorcycle ownership and use



NHTS Program Structure

NHTS Program

National Survey
n = 25,000

List Assisted RDD

Add-On Program
n = 125,000

List Assisted RDD
Custom Questions

Cell Only 
n = 1,250
National 
coverage



2008 Add-On Program 
Participants

125,000 Add-On Samples

Florida DOT

Georgia DOT
South Carolina DOT

North Carolina DOT
Piedmont Region

Virginia DOT

New York State DOT

Indiana DOTOmaha, Nebraska

Cedar Rapids, IA
Iowa DOT

Maricopa, AZ
Pima, AZ

California DOT

Wisconsin DOT

Tennessee DOT

Texas DOT

South Dakota DOT

Vermont DOT



NHTS Core Data Content

Household 
Income, composition, location

Person 
Age, sex, race, ethnicity, worker and student status, citizenship, 
education

Geography
High level geography – urban, rural, suburban, state and national 
analyses

Vehicles
Make, model, year, mileage, alternative fuels, commercially licensed

Trips
Mode, time of day, purpose, vehicle occupancy, distance, trip length



2008 NHTS Status

Data collection began in March 2008
Approximately 56,000 households recruited to 
date

Quality assurance completed on first quarter 
data file
A weighted interim (6-month) data file will be 
developed
Methods research (for next NHTS) and work 
for reauthorization is ongoing



2008 NHTS Schedule

Data Collection
March 2008 thru April 2009
Full year to capture day of week and month of 
year distribution

Interim Weighted Data File
Internal use file available by January 2009
6 months of travel data

Final 2008 Data
Full national plus add-ons (n=150,000)
Available summer/fall 2009



NHTS Program Goals

Institutionalize the Study
Specific program authorization and regular funding cycle

Maintain Add-On Program
Regular State and MPO participation

Serve User Community
Clear link to policy and planning questions
National and State travel indicators
On-line Analyses

Annual reporting of Key Measures
Modeling and data integration to provide annual estimates
Annual/continuous data collection 
Feed into performance measurement and other data programs



Heather Contrino
Heather.Contrino@dot.gov

Project Manager

NHTS Contact
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