
Ohio River Bridges Open House Handouts 
 
Project Item Number: 5-118.00 
 
County and Route: Jefferson, New Bridges and Kennedy Interchange (I64, I71, I65)  
 
Project Description:  Construction of two new Ohio River bridges linking Louisville 
and Southern Indiana, and reconstructing the Kennedy Interchange (Spaghetti 
Junction) where I-65, I-71 and I-64 converge near downtown Louisville 
 
Project Manager Contact information (Cabinet): Matt Bullock, P.E., Department of 
Highways – District 5, 8310 Westport Road, Louisville, KY 40242, (502) 210-5400 
 
Project Manager Contact Information (Consultant): John Sacksteder, P.E., Project 
Manager at Community Transportation Solutions – General Engineering Consultant, 
305 N. Hurstbourne Parkway, Suite 100, Louisville, KY 40223, 502-394-3847 
 
Other contacts: Steve Slade, P.E., Project Manager (Section 5), PB Americas, 
2333 Alumni Park Plaza, Suite 330, Lexington, KY 40517, 859-245-3862 
 
Approximate dates: October 18 and 20, 2005 
 
Comments (number of people reached, effectiveness of the technique, what you 
would do differently, etc.): This meeting was an Open House held in two locations – 
one in Kentucky and one in Indiana. Each meeting lasted from 4:00 PM to 8:00 PM 
and was the first of four steps utilized to develop a Bridge Type for the new East End 
Bridge. The Open House utilized a general presentation of materials (large boards and 
video) that individuals could review and provide comment, utilizing provided cards, 
at the meeting or sent in within 15 days after the meeting. The general presentation 
was also supplemented by two formal presentation of materials at pre-set times. The 
dual presentations provided everyone the best opportunity to gain information, ask 
questions and to be able to express their views. 149 people attended these Open 
Houses. 

 



Where We Are

Brief Overview
The Ohio River Bridges Project was initiated to address the long-term cross-river 
transportation needs in the Louisville-Southern Indiana region.  After a detailed analysis 
that included extensive public outreach and involvement, culminating in the publication 
of a Final Environmental Impact Statement, the Federal Highway Administration 
authorized the Ohio River Bridges Project in September 2003.

Bridge Type Selection Phase
The project is now in the Bridge Type Selection Phase.  During this phase, decisions 
will include types of bridges to build and the design guidelines that need to be followed 
in order to ensure that the East End Bridge blends in well with the surrounding 
environments on both sides of the river.

Officials on both sides of the river have committed to a bridge type selection process 
that entails sharing design concepts with the community as they are developed and 
offering the public several opportunities to provide feedback.  Taking into consideration 
public input, cost and engineering feasibility, an executive oversight committee with bi-
state representation will ultimately select the final designs.

The East End Bridge Design Team
The team, led by Parsons Brinckerhoff (PB), will design concepts for the East End 
Bridge, with oversight by the Bi-State Management Team, which consists of 
representatives from the Kentucky Transportation Cabinet, the Indiana Department of 
Transportation and the Federal Highway Administration.

The East End Bridge team is currently developing bridge design guidelines.  Future 
work will include creating initial design concepts and refining those concepts to a set of 
bridge type alternatives.  At each stage of the bridge selection process, the East End 
team will present its work for comment at public meetings and at meetings with Area 
Advisory Teams and the Regional Advisory Committee.  The team will use public 
feedback throughout the design process so that the designs developed are consistent 
with the committees’ character and wishes.

The process to select the bridge type for the East End Bridge is estimated to take one 
year.  The East End Bridge design team will work with the approach design teams on 
each side of the river to ensure that the designs of the approaches and bridge 
structures are coordinated.
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Bridge Type Selection



Section 5 Schedule
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Upcoming Events for East End Bridge Project 

East End Bridge AAT/RAC Tentative Meeting Schedule

Bridge Type Selection Step 2 - Meeting #3:  November 17, 2005 
Site TBD

Bridge Type Selection Step 3 - Meeting #4:  Winter 2006

Bridge Type Selection Step 4 - Meeting #5:  Spring 2006

East End Bridge Tentative Open House Schedule

Bridge Type Selection Step 2 Open Houses:  December 13 & 15, 2005  
Sites TBD

Bridge Type Selection Step 3 Open Houses:  Winter 2006

Bridge Type Selection Step 4 Open Houses:  Spring 2006



FAQs
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1. How will the designs for the new Downtown Bridge and East End Bridge be selected?

After a one-year design process involving several public meetings and advisory team meetings, 
an executive oversight committee will select the bridge designs by taking into consideration public 
input, cost and engineering feasibility.  Membership of the executive oversight committee has not 
been determined as of yet.  Each of the two bridge design teams will work with the approach 
design teams on each side of the river to ensure that the designs of the approaches and bridge 
structures are coordinated. The design teams will use public feedback throughout the design
process in an effort to develop bridge designs that are consistent with the communities’ character 
and wishes.

2. How will the public be involved in the selection of the bridge designs?

At each stage of the process, the design teams will present their work for feedback at public 
meetings and at meetings with the four Area Advisory Teams and the Regional Advisory 
Committee.  Individuals and/or stakeholder groups are encouraged to comment in one of several 
ways: at public meetings, through written comment forms submitted to the project team or via an 
on-line comment form on the project Web site.

3. Will there be a bike path or a sidewalk on the new bridges?

Yes.  Plans for both new bridges include a pedestrian and bike path.  The final design of that path 
will be influenced by public input.

4. Why not just build a new downtown bridge only?

After a detailed analysis that included extensive public outreach and involvement, the Federal 
Highway Administration (FHWA) concluded in the 2003 Record of Decision that the two-bridge 
option was needed to address the project’s purpose and need.  A downtown bridge alone does 
not solve the region’s long-term cross-river transportation needs. Both an East End Bridge and 
new Downtown Bridge are needed to adequately relieve traffic congestion and address safety 
issues. 

5. How soon will construction on the project begin?

Construction is estimated to begin in 2007 and be completed by 2020.  The project schedule is 
dependent on funding availability.

6. How much will this project cost?

The project is estimated to cost $2.5 billion (in year-of-expenditure dollars).  Kentucky's portion of 
the cost will be $1.7 billion, or about 68 percent of the overall cost.  Indiana's share will be $800 
million, or about 32 percent. 
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Bridge Type Selection

Bi-State Management Team

Kentucky Transportation Cabinet
Bart Bryant, Acting Project Manager

Ph.  (502) 564-0319
Bart.Bryant@ky.gov

Indiana Department of Transportation
Paul Boone, Deputy Project Manager

Ph. (317) 232-5338
pboone@indot.state.in.us

Federal Highway Administration
George Jones, Project Manager

Ph. (502) 326-0183
george.jones@fhwa.dot.gov

General Engineering Consultant
Community Transportation Solutions

John Sacksteder, Project Manager
Ph. (502) 394-3847

jsacksteder@ctsgec.com

Kentucky Ombudsman
Lee Walker

Ph.  (502) 426-9195
lwalker@kyombud.com

Project Web site:  www.kyinbridges.com



Section 5 East End Bridge Team

Project Manager
Dan Carrier

Parsons Brinckerhoff
1951 Bishop Lane, Suite 203

Louisville, KY 40218
Ph.  (502) 479-9302
Fax  (502) 456-1323 

carrier@pbworld.com

Environmental Assurance Bridge Architect
John Carr Miguel Rosales
Wilbur Smith Associates Rosales Gottemoeller & Assoc.
Ph. (859) 254-5759 Ph. (617) 247-7499
jcarr@wilbursmith.com miguel_rosales@rgabridges.com

Public Involvement DBE Participation
Gary Elder Jozi Legner
New West J. Y. Legner Associates
Ph. (502) 891-2500 Ph. (502) 585-9000
gelder@newwestagency.com jlegner@jyla.com

Project Web site:  www.kyinbridges.com

Contact Us!
S

ec
ti

on
 5

 –
E

as
t 

E
nd

 B
ri

dg
e

Bridge Type Selection



Comments
Please leave the completed form with a Project Team member tonight or mail/fax to: 

Gary Elder
New West
950 Breckenridge Lane – Suite 140
Louisville, KY  40207
Fax: 502-891-2514

Do you have any further comments to add to the discussion tonight about Bridge 
Design Guidelines?

Do you have any suggestions for our future Open Houses:  time, location, other 
comments?

Other ideas/suggestions?
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Let Us Know What You Think!



FOLD 

FOLD 

(RETURN ADDRESS)

Gary Elder
New West
950 Breckenridge Lane – Suite 140
Louisville KY  40207
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