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This would protect the water quality and aquatic habitat of several perennial and intermittent
streams that this project could impact.

The manual, Best Management Practices for Construction Activities, contains information on the
kinds of BMPs most appropriate for this project and is available through the Lyon and Caldwell
County Conservation Districts or this office. Also an electronic version of the Kentucky Erosion
Prevention and  Sediment  Control  Field Guide is  available online at
http://www.water.ky.gov/sw/nps/Publications.htm

We appreciate the opportunity to comment on this project. If you have any questions, please
contact this office any time.

A Colpmant

Stepheén A. Coleman, Director
Kentucky Division of Conservation

Sincerely,
Py

SAC/aeh

Enclosure



Agricultural Districts
[  Ag District within 1mile

B Ao District within 2 miles
B A District within 5 miles




ErniE FLETCHER ENviRONMENTAL AND PuBLIC PRoTECTION CABINET LadJuana S. WILCHER

GOVERNOR DEPARTMENT FOR NATURAL RESOURCES SECRETARY
663 TeTON TRAIL
FRANKFORT, KENTUCKY 40601 Susan C. BusH
PHone (502) 564-2184 Fax (502) 564-6193 CoOMMISSIONER

www.naturalresources.ky.gov
www.kentucky.gov

November 3, 2004

Ms. Annette Coffey, P.E.
Director, Division of Planning
Kentucky Transportation Cabinet
200 Mero Street

Frankfort, KY 40622

RE:  Planning Study

Logan, Muhlenberg, McLean, and Daviess Counties
Item No. 02-8106.00

Dear Ms. Coffey:

The Department for Natural Resources has examined the documentation for the planning study
regarding US 431 from the Tennessee border to the Owensboro Bypass.

The Kentucky Division of Forestry responds as follows:

No specific problems with individual trees or forestland were found along this route, especially

pertaining to specimens of unusually large size (potential state champions), unique species, or of
known historic value.

The Division of Forestry encourages native tree planting in other locations as a reéplacement for
any trees that might be removed along this highway route. Some portions along this route have
been void of trees for some time due to past clearing for agriculture (farming) and construction

projects. Replacement plantings could at least help offset the further loss of trees in this study
area.

Sincerely,

/“"‘ ]
;’“”//a’afz - / /é“/’é

Susan C. Bush, P.G.
Commissioner
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FRANKFORT, KENTUCKY 40601
SUSAN C. BUSH
COMMISSIONER

October 13, 2004

Annette Coffey, P.E.
Director, Division of Planning

Kentucky Transportation Cabinet
200 Mero Street

Frankfort, Kentucky 40622

Dear Ms. Coffey:

I have been asked by Keith Smith, Acting Director, Division of Mine Reclamation and

Enforcement, to review your proposed project for US 431 in Logan, Muhlenberg,
McLean and Daviess counties. It is referenced as item #02-8106.00.

Review by this office indicates that this proposed project would not impact any active
mining operations. Additionally, there are no operations currently proposed in this area.

Should an operation be proposed in the future, your office would be notified in the
permitting process.

If I may be of further assistance concerning this matter, please feel free to contact me.

Sincerely,

Kenny Vaughn, Environmental Control Manager
Department for Natural Resources
Madisonville Regional Office

KV:dle

c: Keith Smith, Acting Director
Division of Mine Reclamation and Enforcement
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Ross, Steve (KYTC)

From: Harman, Charles L (WFD-FK)

Sent: Monday, September 13, 2004 8:45 AM
To: Ross, Steve (KYTC)

Cc: Coffey, Annette (KYTC)

Subject: Item No. 02-8106.00 Planning study
Steve,

| have reviewed the subject material for the Education Cabinet and we have no comments to offer at this time.

ch

Charlie Harman

Office of Budget and Administrative Services
Education Cabinet

502.564.6606

This message contains information which is confidential. It is for the exclusive use of the intended recipient(s). If you are not the intended recipient(s) please note that any form
of distribution, copying, forwarding or use of this communication or the information in it or attached to it is strictly prohibited and may be unlawful. If you have received this
communication in error please return it to me, delete the email, and destroy any copies of it. Thank you.
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Annette Coffey, P.E.
Director
Division of Planning
Kentucky Transportation Cabinet
125 Holmes Street
Frankfort, Kentucky 40622

Dear Ms. Coffey:

This letter is to summarize geologic concerns for the planning study:

Logan, Muhlenberg, McLean, and Daviess Counties

U.S. 431 from the Tennessee border to the Owensboro bypass

Item No. 02-8106.00
This planning study occurs in two phases. Phase I is in the Mississippian Plateau
physiographic region and crosses over to the Western Kentucky Coal Field physiographic
region. Phase II is in the Western Kentucky Coal Field physiographic region.

PHASE 1 (The southern phase)

Physiographic Region .

This part of the planning study begins in the Mississippian Plateau (Pennyroyal or
Pennyrile) physiographic region, which is underlain by limestone, sandstone, siltstone,
gravel, sand, and silt. The planning study crosses the Dripping Springs Escarpment in the
Dunmor 7.5-minute quadrangle and enters into the Western Kentucky Coal Field
physiographic region. The Western Kentucky Coal Field is underlain by limestone,
sandstone, conglomerates, shale, silistone, underclay, coal, gravel, sand, silt, and clay.

Karst Potential
This part of the planning study would encounter karst features, such as sinkholes and
caves, until it enters the Western Kentucky Coal Field.

Landslide Potential
This part of the planning study Would encounter pre- or post -landslide hazards in the
unconsolidated sediments :

Unconsolidated Sediments : : ' '
This part of the planning study would encounter unconsolidated sediments at or near
stream drainage, such as gravel, sand, silt, and clay.

GS

An Equal Opportunity University



Resource Conflicts

The portion of the planning study would encounter oil and gas well ownership issues,
especially in the counties in the Western Kentucky Coal Field. The corridors cross the
rights of way of several natural gas pipelines and may encounter compressor stations and
other related service facilities. Additional details can be supplied on request from Rick
Bender of the Division of Oil and Gas. Also, in the Western Kentucky Coal Field, the
planning study might encounter coal and limestone ownership issues.

Subsidence Potential
This part of the planning study may cross over abandoned underground coal mines.
Additional details can be supplied by John Hiett of the Division of Mines and Minerals.

Materials Suitability

This part of the planning study would encounter some limestone units suitabie for
aggregate and may be suitable for construction stone; however, the St. Louis Limestone
would not be suitable for construction stone, as it may contain expansive material.

Fault Potential
This part of the planning study would encounter numerous faulted areas once it enters the
Western Kentucky Coal Field.

Earthquake Ground Motions

This part of the planning study has probable peak ground acceleration (PGA) due to
earthquake ground motion of 0.09 to 0.15g. There would be a low potential for
liquefication or slope failure in the unconsolidated sediments at or near streams caused by
earthquake bedrock ground motion.

PHASE II (The Northern Phase)

Physiographic Region
This part of the planning study is in the Western Kentucky Coal Field. It is underlain by
sandstone, siltstone, shale, limestone, coal, underclay, gravel, sand, silt, and clay.

Karst Potential :
This part of the planning study would encounter minimal karst features, such as sinkholes
and caves.

Landslide Potential
This part of the planning study would encounter moderate pre- or post-landslide hazards
in the unconsolidated sediments.

Unconsolidated Sediments
This part of the planning study would encounter unconsolidated sediments at or near
stream drainage, such as gravel, sand, silt, and clay.




Resource Conflicts

The part of the planning study would encounter oil and gas well ownership issues. The
corridors cross the rights of way of several natural gas pipelines and may encounter
compressor stations and other related service facilities. Additional details can be supplied
on request from Rick Bender of the Division of Oil and Gas. Also, in the planning study
might encounter coal and limestone ownership issues.

Subsidence Potential
This part of the planning study may cross over abandoned underground coal mines.
Additional details can be supplied by John Hiett of the Division of Mines and Minerals.

Materials Suitability
This part of the planning study might encounter some thick limestone beds for use as
construction stone.

Fault Potential
This part of the planning study would encounter numerous faulted areas.

Earthquake Ground Motions

This part of the project area has probable peak ground acceleration (PGA) due to
earthquake ground motion of 0.15g. There would be a low potential for liquefication or
slope failure in the unconsolidated sediments at or near streams caused by earthquake
bedrock ground motion.

Sincerely,

!

Richard A. Smath
Geologist

cc: Mike Blevins
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MEMORANDUM

TO: Annette Coffey, P.E., Director
Division of Planning
Transportation Cabinet

G r s

FROM: Greg Howard, Commissioner CHh Gzicy
Department of Kentucky Vehicle Enforcement
Justice and Public Safety Cabinet

DATE: September 21, 2004

SUBJECT: Planning Study
Logan, Muhlenberg, McLean, & Daviess Counties
US 431 from the Tennessee Border to the Owensboro Bypass
Item No. 02-8106.00

After having my staff research the above mentioned item, we can see no problem with this
highway project provided that any widening projects are done to accommodate large trucks.

It is our understanding that US 431 was added to the designated highway list to allow trucks
access to Russellville, however, to our knowledge it was not widened to accommodate the larger
dimension trucks.

We have talked to the Commander of the northern counties listed in the project and he states US
431 would be a good road to widen with emphasis on the area of the road around the south

Carrollton area.

Kentucky Vehicle Enforcement can foresee no problems with improving the roads proposed in
the study provided the roads are made a part of the designated highway system.

An Equal Opportunity Employer M/F/D



' Ross, Steve (KYTC)

From: Ross, Steve (KYTC)

Sent: Tuesday, October 12, 2004 10:27 AM
To: Palmer-Ball, Brainard (EPPC, KSNPC)
Subject: RE: US 431

Thanks Brainard and yes, rare plants and faunal species including the copperbelly water snake have been included in the
environmental review. ['ll include your comments in the agency coordination section of our report. If you have any other
questions or suggestions, please let me know. Thanks again.

R. Steven Ross, P.E.
KYTC - Division of Planning
(502) 564-7183

From: Palmer-Ball, Brainard (EPPC, KSNPC)
Sent: Tuesday, October 12, 2004 8:55 AM
To: Ross, Steve (KYTC)

Subject: RE: US 431

Steve,

No; that helps immensely; | don't think we have any comments at this time, although I'm sure you guys will be looking
at rare plant potential along the existing r-o-w (there are often rare plants on roadsides! -- potential highest around
Russellville area) and working through any mitigative measures with KDFWR for copperbelly water snakes from
Muhlenberg Co to Owensboro. Restoration with native species would be an especially sound practice in more naturally
vegetated portions.

Brainard P-B

From: Ross, Steve (KYTC)

Sent: Monday, October 11, 2004 3:33 PM
To: Palmer-Ball, Brainard (EPPC, KSNPC)
Cc: Wilson, Jimmy (KYTC)

Subject: RE: US 431

Since we aren't looking at alternates, we shouldn't be making any recommendations that make drastic departures
from the existing alignment. Many segments of US 431 have buildings close to the roadway. Improvements, such
as widening, along these stretches could involve purchasing additional right-of-way which would have to be
considered when making our study recommendations. For the environmental footprint, we are looking at 2000
feet each side of centerline (4000’ total).

I hope this has answered your question. If not, or if you have other questions, please let me know. Thanks,

R. Steven Ross, P.E.
Kentucky Transportation Cabinet
Division of Planning

200 Mero Street

Frankfort, KY 40622

Phone: 502-564-7183

Fax: 502-564-2865

E-Mail: Steve.Ross@ky.gov

Visit our web page at hitp://www.kytc.state.ky.us/planning/index2.asp

----- Original Message----- .
From: Palmer-Ball, Brainard (EPPC, KSNPC)
Sent: Monday, October 11, 2004 1:46 PM
To: Ross, Steve (KYTC)



Subject: Us 431
Steve,
Is the US 431 improvement essentially a close-to-in-current-right-of-way proposal?

Brainard Palmer-Ball, Jr., KSNPC
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Kentucky State Police
8415US 418
Henderson, KY 42420
October 28, 2004

Ms. Annette Coffey

P.E., Director

Division of Planning

Kentucky State Transportation Cabinet
200 Metro Street

Frankfort, KY 40622

Dear Ms. Coffey:

Regarding your written request dated September 8, 2004, pertaining to planning study,
item # 02-8106.00, the following is a list of suggested improvements to the U.S. 431
planning study

e The levee beginning at the Muhlenberg County line north to the 1.5 mile
marker should be improved by widening and shoulder up-grades

¢ Mile marker 1 to mile marker 2.5 is in need of shoulder up-grades

e Turning lanes should be added at the intersection of U.S. 431 and Main
Street in Island

¢ Shoulder up-grades are needed from mile marker 5 to mile marker 11.6

e Turning lanes should be added at the intersection of U.S. 431 and KY 140 at
Utica _

e The section north of Utica to the 5 mile marker should be straightened and
leveled (this section is also in need of routine road repairs).

If | can be of further assistance, please contact me at your earliest convenience.

2ot

Captain Greg'Ba rd
Commander, Post 16

GB:kae

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER M/F/D
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October 29, 2004

Annette Coffey, P.E.

Director, Division of Planning
Kentucky Transportation Cabinet
200 Mero Street

Frankfort KY 40622

RE: Planning Study—US 431 from Tennessee border to the Owensboro Bypass
Item # 02-8106.00

Dear Director Coffey:

Thank you for requesting our Agency’s input on the planning study for US 431,
Item No. 02-8106.C0, from the Tennessee border to the Owensboro Bypass

Kentucky State Police Post 2, Madlsonwlle includes the Muhlenberg County
segment of the US 431 corridor. Muhlenberg County encompasses parts of both
Phase | and Phase I, and is divided by the Wnedell H. Ford Western Kentucky
Parkway.

After review of the provided material, observance of roadway, and CRASH data
for US 431 (in Muhlenberg County only), the following conclusions were drawn:

e The traffic and level of service is measurably greater in the Phase |l segment
(north of the WK Parkway) than in Phase |.

e The projected year 2030, shows an even greater amount of traffic and level of
service in Phase Il vs. Phase |.

e From Milepost 0.000 — 17.484 (Phase 1), from the Muhlenberg/Logan county
line, from 01/01/02 to 10/01/04 on US 431, there were 81 |njury/fatal collisions
with 9 fatals/deaths. -

N
PAYS
AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER M/F/D
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October 29, 2004

e From Milepost 17.484 — 27.779 (Phase Il), from the WK Parkway to McClean
County line, from 01/01/02 to 10/01/04 on US 431, there were 46 injury/fatal
collisions with 7 fatals/deaths.

e On US 431 in Muhlenberg County (MP 0.000 — 27.779) fatals were as follows:

2004------- 5 (as of 10/01/04)

e Overall, widening US 431 from the Tennessee border to the Owensboro
Bypass would be the primary recommendation for safety improvements.

e The “Dead Man’s Curve” (in the Phase | segment) has already undergone
some curve alignment.

e The roadway near the KU Plant, north of Central City (Phase [l) will have
increased truck traffic and would benefit by adding auxiliary truck lanes and/or
passing lanes.

e The following sections of US 431 (both Phase | & ) are high crash sites in
need of much consideration:

Milepost 5.000 -- 6.000
8.000 -- 9.900

11.000 --12.100

18.240 --19.117

22.000 --24.347

e Clearing alongside the roadway for maximum sight distance is recommended.

e Additional signage upon approach to the above named “high crash zones”,
indicating as such, stressing extra caution would prove beneficial.

These are only a few recommendations along with some of the statistics related
directly to US 431. 1 look forward to working with you in the near future as this
study progresses and we concentrate on making this roadway a safer path to
travel.



Page 3
Correspondence
October 29, 2004

Should you' have any questions regarding the submitted information, please
contact me at (270) 676-3313, at your convenience.

Sincerely,

Cotoun Aot oD

Captain Leslie Gannon



MEMORANDUM Prdor PLANMING

TO: Annette Coffey, P.E. " A58
Director 2004 NOV 1S
Division of Planning

FROM: William Broyles P. E.
Geotechnical Engineering
Branch Manager
Division of Materials

BY: Michael Blevins P. G. /B
: Geotechnical Branch
DATE: November 12, 2004
SUBJECT: Logan, Muhlenberg, McLean, and Daviess County
Planning Study US 431

FD04 071 0431 000-032 P
Item # 02-8106.00
Mars # 73351 01 P

At your request, the Geotechnical Branch has reviewed the proposed project and
the following comments are provided.

PHASE 1
Tennessee State Line to Russellville:

This portion of the project is underlain by bedrock of the Paint Creek
Limestone, Bethel Sandstone, Girkin Formation (including the Renault Limestone,) Ste.
Genevieve Limestone and St. Louis Limestone. Limestone from roadway excavation is suitable
for roadway applications provided sufficient quantities are available. Sinkholes are very
common in the Ste. Genevieve and St. Louis Limestone and will likely be encountered.
- Sinkholes are identified on the geologic quadrangle maps and some are indicated to hold water
periodically. Sinkholes should be avoided if possible. Mitigation measures to treat surface
runoff from the roadway may be required if directed into or toward a sinkhole. This may
include 150 feet of grass lined ditches with silt checks or detention basins. The mitigation
measures are required to comply with EPA requirements concerning water quality.

Surface water drains through the subsurface and no streams should be
encountered except the Red River and possibly a few of its tributaries. Any structures over
the Red River may require the foundations to be drilled shafts if solutioned bedrock is
. encountered.



Memorandum
Annette Coffey
Novemberi2, 2004
Page-2-

Russellville to Central City:

This portion of the project is underlain by the Lisman Formation, Carbondale
Formation, Tradewater and Caseyville Formations, Clore Limestone, Palestine Sandstone,
Menard Limestone, Waltersburg Formation, Vienna Limestone, Tar Springs Sandstone, Glen
Dean Limestone, Hardinsburg Sandstone, Golconda Formation (includes the Haney
- Limestone, Big Clifty Sandstone, Beech Creek Limestone Members), Cypress Formation and
the Paint Creek Limestone. Limestone from the Vienna and Glen Dean and portions of the
Menard and Paint Creek Limestone are generally suitable for roadway applications.
Limestone, Sandstone and Shales may be encountered through this section. The sandstone’s
are generally considered as friable and nondurable and the shales are generally clay shales and
susceptible to weathering when exposed in cut slopes.

Numerous faults will be encountered. The strike of these faults is generally in
an East - West direction. It is preferred to cross the faults in fill sections when possible. In cut
sections, it’s preferred to cross the faults perpendicular to the strike. Flatter than normal cut
slopes may be required through faulted bedrock.

Oil and gas wells have been drilled throughout this portion of the project area
and should be avoided.

Underground coal mines and strip mines exist along and beneath US 431. The
mines are in the Number 9, 11 and 12 coal seams. Cut slopes through strip mine material may
be unstable and require flatter slopes. Cut Slopes in reclaimed strip mines should be avoided if
possible. Surface runoff in strip mined areas may be acidic and will require treatment to
reduce and/or eliminate acidic runoff conditions.

PHASE 2
Central City to Owensboro:

This portion of the project area is underlain by Alluvium, Outwash, Lacustrine
and Loss deposits and by bedrock of the Sturgis, Lisman, Carbondale, Tradewater and
Caseyville Formations.

The Alluvium, Outwash, Lucustrine and Loss Deposits are highly erosive and
susceptible to weathering in cut sections. Flatter slopes with slope protection may be required
to help stabilize the cut slopes and prevent erosion. Embankments constructed from these
materials may require flatter fill slopes in order to construct a stable embankment. Soil sub-
grades will require some type of stabilization.
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Sandstone, Shales and Coal are the main materials found in the formations listed
above. The sandstone and shale are generally found to be nondurable. Flatter slopes may be
necessary in cut sections. Coal mines both surface and underground, may also be encountered
on this Phase of the project. Most of the mining occurs in the number 9,11,12 and 14 coal
seams. Generally the number 9 is deep mined. Mine subsidence will be of concern in
underground mined areas.

Many faults could be encountered on this portion of the project. The faults are
associated with the Rough Creek Fault zone. The faults generally strike in a East - West
direction. It is recommended to intersect the faults perpendicular to the strike in cut sections.
Flatter cut slopes may be required in faulted bedrock.

Oil and gas wells are numerous and should be avoided.
Conclusions:

The Branch has no specific areas of concern at this time. A more detailed study
of the areas should be made when more specific areas are chosen. Strip and underground
mines should be identified at a latter date when specific corridors or sections are chosen. Mine
subsidence will be of concern in underground mined areas and maximum subsidence may need
to be calculated. Oil and gas wells should also be identified. Corridors may need to be
adjusted to avoid mining areas and oil and gas wells. It is very unlikely that a corridor can be
adjusted to avoid faulted zones.

If there are any questions, please advise.
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KENTUCKY TRANSPORTATION CABINET

FRANKFORT, KENTUCKY 40622
ERNIE FLETCHER

WWW.KENTUCKY.GOV MAXWELL C. Baiey
GOVERNOR SECRETARY
MEMORANDUM
TO: Annette Coffey
Director
Division of Planning
FROM: M. Chad LaRue
Branch Manager
Permits
DATE: September 13, 2004
RE: Planning Study

Logan, Muhlenberg, McLean and Daviess Counties
item No. 02.8106.00

The Permits Branch has reviewed the data provided for subject study site and wish to offer the following.

1. We urge the Cabinet to classify this project as partially controlled access facilities.

2. Assuming the project is partial control access, we encourage all possible access points be set
on the plans in accordance with 603 KAR 5:120, even if they are not to be constructed at that
time.

3. When buying R/W for this, assuming the access control is partial control, new deeds for all
adjoining property owners need to be executed to identify the access control even if no new
R/W is acquired.

4, In addition, we would like to make every effort possible to have the design speed to be the
same as anticipated posted speed when the project is complete.

5. We would like to see access control fence installed with the project.

6. Please notify this office if the proposed roadway is to be placed on the National Highway

System (NHS). This information is needed to assist this office in regulating the installation of
any outdoor advertising device.

7. If the proposed roadway is to be on the NHS, early notification of the final line and grade is
needed. This enables us to monitor outdoor advertising devices prior to road construction
being compieted.

Thank you for the opportunity to verbalize our concerns.

MCL/elc

An Equa! Opportunity Employer M/F/D
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September 14, 2004

Ms. Annette Coffey, P.E.
Director, Division of Planning
KY Transportation Cabinet
Frankfort, KY 40622

SUBJECT:  Planning Study US 431
Dear Ms. Coffey:

Per your letter of Sept. 8, I appreciate the opportunity to offer my input and comments on
the planning study of US 431. Concerning Phase I, the southern phase, I consider most
of this entire stretch of US 431 to be extremely dangerous. Dead Man’s Curve near
Belton, even though it has been widened recently, still desperately needs straightening.
There are two very narrow bridges near the community of Penrod that are very
dangerous. An extremely high number of large trucks travel US 431 serving the Paradise
Steam Plant, Logan Aluminum, and the Owensboro Riverport increasing the danger on
this stretch of US 431.

Concerning Phase II, the northern phase, the curve near the KY Utilities plant is difficult
to negotiate and has been the site of numerous fatalities over the past few years. Also,
many people avoid traveling this stretch of highway due to the fact that there are few
places where one can pass slow moving traffic. There is also a high number of large
trucks traveling this stretch of US 431.

With the future development of the Thoroughbred Energy Plant in this county, truck
traffic on US 431 will greatly increase and [ am quite certain the current highway will not
adequately accommodate this volume of traffic. With the development of this plant
almost a certainty, I respectfully request that this planning study be implemented as



Annette Coffey
Page 2
September 14, 2004

soon as possible.

Again, thank you for allowing me to express my concerns about this highway and I am
grateful that this planning study is being implemented. Please contact me for any other
assistance I can give with this project.

incerely,

Rodney K. Kirtley (’
Muhlénbérg County, Judge Executive

e

RKK/Im



City of Owensboro
ﬂ%gntutky P.O. BOX 10003

OWENSBORO, KENTUCKY 42302-9003

City Manager
BOB WHITMER

October 29, 2004

Annette Coffey, P.E.
Director

Kentucky Transportation Cabinet
Division of Planning
200 Mero Street

Frankfort, KY 40622

Ms. Coftey,

On behalf of the Owensboro Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) Transportation Advisory

Committee (TAC), I would like to comment on the U.S. 431 scoping study currently being done by your
department.

We do support this scoping study to determine the need for any safety improvements to U.S. 431.

A portion of US 431 is currently in the MPO Long Range Transportation Plan (LRP), page 14, GR-02-
0033. This portion is from the Panther Creek Bridge to the current four-lane in Owensboro, mp 8.543 to mp

10.185. The remaining segment is identified on the Unscheduled Projects List, control number 02 030 B0431
25.00, from mp 0.00 to mp 8.543. Both segments are identified for reconstruction to a four-lane facility.

U.S. 431 is the major two-lane highway connecting Owensboro-Daviess County to the south. The route
is very important to our community and leads directly to our busiest retail area—the “south Frederica” portion
of Owensboro—where 30,000 vehicles per day make it extremely busy.

We would also encourage the cabinet to consider the northern portion of the study area, from the

Western Kentucky Parkway to the Owensboro Bypass, as Phase I of the project in regards to any planned
improvements that result from the study.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

K Lt

Bob Whitmer
City Manager and TAC Chairman
BW/bl

cc: Keith Harpole

gl Y |- AON 0Ol
DHINNY1d 40 AIC



U.S. Department of Commander 1222 Spruce Strest

Homeland Security JZ53 Eighth Coast Guard District St. Louis, MO 63103-2832
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Phone: (314)539-3900, x2234
United States Fax: (314)539-3755
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Ms. Annette Coffey, P.E.
Director, Division of Plannmg
Kentucky Transportation Cabinet
200 Mero Street

Frankfort, KY 40622

Subj: LIVERMORE HIGHWAY BRIDGE, MILE 71.3, GREEN RIVER
Dear Ms. Coftey:

This is in reply to your letter of September 8, 2004, regarding the proposed safety improvements
on US 431 extending from the Tennessee Border to the Owensboro Bypass. The subject bridge
is located in the area identified in Phase 2 of the project.

The General Bridge Act of 1946 requires that the location and plans for bridges over navigable
waters of the United States be approved by the Commandant, U.S. Coast Guard prior to
commencing construction. The Green River is considered to be a navigable waterway of the
United States for bridge administration purposes at the bridge site.

Applications for bridge permits, or permit amendments, should be addressed to Commander
(obr), Eighth Coast Guard District, 1222 Spruce Street, St. Louis, Missouri 63103-2832,
Attention: Bridge Branch. The application must be supported by sufficient information to
permit a thorough assessment of the impact of the bridge and its immediate approaches on the
environment. We recommend that the impacts of procedures for constructing cofferdams, sand
islands, and falsework bents, etc., that will be employed to build the bridge and demolish the old
bridge be discussed. The Environmental Assessment (EA) should also contain data on the
number, size and types of vessels currently using the waterway. This information should be
compared with past and projected future trends on the use of the waterway.

We agree to serve as a Cooperating Agency for the project from a navigation standpoint. We
should be given the opportunity to review the EA and be consulted before a decision is made to
prepare a FONSI in lieu of an EIS. Our review and recommendations on the vertical and
horizontal clearance requirements for river traffic will be coordinated with the Kentucky
Transportation Cabinet Bridge and Structure Division office.

If the old bridge is eligible for the National Register of Historic Places, a Guidance
Memorandum signed by the Federal Highway Administration and the Coast Guard requires the
preparation of an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for demolition of a historic bridge
unless the structure is not considered important for preservation. You will note that
documentation and coordination beyond Section 106 requirements are necessary in order for us
to accept a FONSI for such projects.



Subj: LIVERMORE HIGHWAY BRIDGE, 16591.1/71.3 GRN
MILE 71.3, GREEN RIVER September 23, 2004

The other river and stream crossing locations found in the project area have also been reviewed.
The other bridges in the project area are over rivers or streams that the U.S. Coast Guard does
not exercise jurisdiction for bridge administration purposes at this time.

We appreciate the opportunity to comment on the project in this early stage. You can contact
Mr. William Knutson at (314) 539-3900 Ext. 2234 if you have questions regarding our
comments or requirements.

Sincerely,
R/(%%R K.\\%%?CH

Bridge Administrator
By direction of the District Commander
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BRENT YONTS
15TH Legislative District

October 14, 2004

Ms. Annette Coffey, P.E., Director
Kentucky Transportation Cabinet
Division of Planning

200 Mero Street

Frankfort, Kentucky 40622

RE: Study US 431 Tennessee to Kentucky
Item Number 02-8106.00

Dear Ms. Cof‘fey:

I have reviewed the report of your findings thus far regarding the review of US
431 from Tennessee to Kentucky. | appreciate the thoroughness with which you have
demonstrated the need for improvement. As you know, this road is a two-lane road with
a lot of curves, many of which have been fatal over time to many people. There is a lot
of traffic that goes on this road, transferring the commerce of the United States.

This is a connector road to Indiana and to Tennessee and leads in both
directions to major interstate roads which transverse the nation. In between, multiple
roads of the state of Kentucky intersect with US 431, making it a hub of commerce for
the country.

Needed repairs are being made to try to remove safety concerns, for example,
“Dead Man’s Curve” in Muhlenberg County. These are interim and transitional
resolutions of problems.

- A
PAYS

Committees: Co-Chair - Government Contract Review; Vice Chair — Judiciary; Natural Resources and Environment; Labor and Industry
Energy; Tobacco Task Force; Budget Review Subcommittee on Justice and Corrections
Frankfort Office: Room 313C, State Capital Annex, Frankfort, Kentucky 40601, (502) 564-8100, Ext. 686
Greenville Office: P.O. Box 370, Greenville, Kentucky 42345, (270) 338-0816



Page Two
Ms. Annette Coffey, P.E.
October 14, 2004

The big picture requires that in the long-range plan for the Department of
Transportation, this major thoroughfare for north-south transportation be improved. |t
should be four-lane like 68-80, which goes from Bowling Green to Murray and which is
almost complete. This is a major improvement in transportation through that corridor of
Kentucky. Likewise, making US 431 such a corridor will improve the flow of traffic,
stimulate economic development to the communities along the path, and will bring
safety to a dangerous highway.

| realize that there are many buildings of a commercial nature and homes that
may be too close to the highway for there to be four-lane construction in its current
location. Certainly, there will have to be acquisitions and relocation of utilities. Never
the less, where there is congestion with large blocks of these developments, there will
be by-passes like there is on 68-80.

| strongly recommend that the Transportation Cabinet adopt the objective of four-
lane construction of US 431 and obtain federal funds for doing so. The interests of
safety and commerce require that we improve this vital corridor of commerce and
transportation.

Sincerely,

J

Brent Yonts
State Representative

BY:pjd

cc: Mr. Steve Ross, P.E., Project Manager
Kentucky Transportation Cabinet
Division of Planning
200 Mero Street
Frankfort, Kentucky 40622

Mr. Ted Merryman -
Chief District Engineer
1840 North Main Street
Madisonville, KY 42431
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