








Executive Summary
US 127 Russell Springs Improvement Study

two virtual local officials/stakeholder meetings, the development of a project webpage, and
the development of two online StoryMapst,2 to provide study information and solicit feedback
through an online mapping exercise and surveys. Of the 152 participants in the first online survey,
the top three concerns were traffic congestion from schools, traffic congestion from local
businesses, and too many crashes.

Utilizing technical data, comments from stakeholders, and results of the survey, the project team
identified short-term, “quick-win” improvements that can be implemented more quickly and
independently in the event funding becomes available as well as long-term improvements that
can be further developed and funded through Kentucky’s Highway Plan.

Top Two Study Priorities
Improvement concepts were prioritized based on results from the 1. Stagger Afternoon
traffic analysis, safety analysis, benefit-cost analysis, and public School Dismissal and
outreach. This information is summarized in Table ES-1. Another factor Business Shift Changes
affecting implementation of any proposed improvement concepts . US 127 Safety & Mobility

include the availability of existing funding. Outside of potential Improvement Plan (item
Highway Safety Improvement Program (HSIP) funds, KYTC District 8 Nos. 8-156 and 8-166)
does not have the funding to implement the Short-Term Improvement

Concepts at this time. As a result, it is recommended that they be further developed and funded

through Kentucky’s Highway Plan as part of the US 127 Safety and Mobility Plan (KYTC Item Nos.

8-156 and 8-166) shown in Figure ES-2. The one exception is working with Russell County Schools

and local businesses to stagger dismissal and shift changes prior to the 2022-2023 school year
(Improvement Concept #6 in Table ES-1). Given the immediate congestion relief that this

improvement provides at no cost, this is the top overall recommendation of the study.

Prioritization of Long-Term Improvement Concepts:
High Priority

e US 127 Safety and Mobility Plan (KYTC Item Nos. 8-156 and 8-166): The collection of
projects included in the US 127 Safety and Mobility Improvement Plan, shown in
Figure ES-2, would improve traffic operations so that all intersections in the study area
operate at a desirable LOS D or better.

Medium Priority
+ KY 80 Access Management and Center Two-Way Left-Turn Lane from US 127 to
Owenstown School Road
Low Priority
e Realign Skewed Intersections on KY 80 at KY 430 and High Street
Not Recommended at this Time

e New Cumberland Expressway Interchange at KY 379
e Connect Progress Drive and Brian Walters Drive
e New Connector Road between US 127 and KY 619

1 https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/8587b5f7cc424920b2247c6f90f921a2
2 https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/16464b55171943bdbbc7cd354dd6d5de
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Figure ES-2: US 127 Safety and Mobility Improvement Plan (KYTC Item Nos. 8-156 and 8-166)






