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Wendell H. Ford Airport Access 
Freight Study 

 
On April 19 and 20, 2018, phone interviews were conducted with four of the seven 
Board Members of the Coalfields Industrial Park, the Transportation Planner with 
the KY River Area Development District, and the Airport Manager.  Three of the 
Industrial Park Board Members filled out their questionnaires and mailed them in.  
On April 26, 2018, meeting was held with the airport stakeholders.  Questionnaires 
were again distributed, and seven responses were received including responses from 
members of the Airport Board, Industrial Park Board, and the Economic 
Development Alliance. 
 
From the Area Development District, we learned that two major employers left the 
industrial park a few years ago.  They were a cabinet company and Trus Joist, a 
manufacturer of wood construction materials.  The current businesses in the 
industrial park are Federal Express; Sykes call center; a gym; and a combination 
towing, garage, and used-vehicle business.  
 
The Airport Manager is also the fixed base operator (FBO) at the airport.  He said 
that none of the businesses at the industrial park use the airport regularly and that 
the airport has no regularly scheduled cargo flights.  He flies cargo in and out of the 
airport on a special-order basis.  Most of the airport traffic consists of passengers for 
flight training, corporate or private charters, or personal and recreational flying.  The 
airport consistently averages 30 take-off and landing operations per day year round.  
Peaks of around 50 flight operations per day occur during spring and summer when 
the airport supports marijuana eradication operations by the KY State Police using 
National Guard helicopters and other aircraft. 
 
The Airport Manager also said that airport ground traffic averages about 30 vehicles 
per day -- a mix of cars and single-unit trucks with one 5-axle semi fuel truck 
delivery per week.  Drivers of the fuel trucks have a difficult time negotiating the 
existing road, and they complain to the Airport Manager.  Because of the steep grade, 
16% at the steepest, the fuel trucks can only come with half a load of fuel.  In the 
winter, the existing road is often closed because even after it is plowed and salted, it 
is still too slick to drive on, and the airport closes.  Closing the road also affects 
approximately 150 homes that also share the road, and the only alternate access is 
the old airport road that is steeper. 
 
Comments from the stakeholders and especially members of the Industrial Park 
Board and Economic Development communities indicated that use of the airport by 
businesses in the industrial park is a bit of a chicken and egg problem.  Business 
recruiters say some businesses inquire as to whether the airport can handle certain 
cargo aircraft and about the quality of the access to the airport; but until it reaches a 
certain threshold, those businesses will not consider this location.  Thus, it appears 
that no existing demand for air cargo services can be documented. 



QUESTIONNAIRE 
 Wendell H. Ford Airport Access April 26, 2018 

Scoping Study 
KY 15 at Trus Joist Lane to Wendell H. Ford Airport 

Hazard, Perry County 
(Please Print) 

 Name:   Phone:   

 Address      

 City, State, Zip   email:     

1. The purpose of this study is to improve access to the Wendell H. Ford Airport in Hazard, 
Perry County, Kentucky. The need for this project arises from substandard conditions of 
the existing access road, including narrow lanes, little to no shoulders, steep grades, and 
slope failures. - Is the Purpose and Need for the study correctly stated? 

 Yes □ No If no, then how should the Purpose and Need be modified? 

   

   
 
2. What attributes of the proposed alternatives for improving access to the Airport are most 

important to you?  Check all that apply. 
 Maximum Grade 
 Design Speed 
 Roadway Length 
 Earthwork 
 Disturbed Area 

 Right of Way Impacts 
 Construction Costs 
 Project Cost 
 Other  
 Other 

3. Of the Alternative Corridors shown – Alternatives 3, 4, or 5, please rank your preference 
for each alternative with 1 being most preferred. 
___ Alt 3 ___ Alt 4 ___ Alt 5 Why?   

     

     
 

4. If the airport were to extend the runway length to better accommodate cargo aircraft, 
what is your expectation that industry will modify shipping practices to more significantly 
utilize cargo aircraft? 
 High  Medium  Low 

Comment  

5. If the runway length were extended to allow for greater utilization of cargo aircraft, what 
types of vehicles would be anticipated to use the access road from KY 15 to the Wendell H. 
Ford Airport?  Check all that apply. 
 Single Unit Delivery Vehicles –  

UPS / FedExpress 
 Single Unit Trucks – Fuel Trucks / 

Box Trucks 

 3-Axle Semi-Trailer 
 4-Axle Semi-Trailer 
 5-Axle Semi-Trailer 
 Other  

  
Additional Comments? (Continue on back) 



Wendell H. Ford Airport Access QUESTIONNAIRE 
Name:   April 26, 2018 

Additional Comments   

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  
Your answers will be given to the Project Team for their use in evaluating the Project.  Please turn 
them in today at the registration desk or mail them by May 3, 2018 to: 

Corbett Caudill, P. E. 
Kentucky Transportation Cabinet – District 10 

P. O. Box 621 
Jackson, KY 41339 



Freight Study Phone Interview QUESTIONNAIRE 
 Wendell H. Ford Airport Access                       , 2018 

Scoping Study 
KY 15 at Trus Joist Lane to Wendell H. Ford Airport 

Hazard, Perry County 
(Please Print) 

 Name:   Phone:   

 Address      

 City, State, Zip      

1. The purpose of the project is to improve access to the Wendell H. Ford Airport in Hazard, 
Perry County, Kentucky. The need for this project arises from substandard conditions of 
the existing access road, including narrow lanes, little to no shoulders, steep grades, and 
slope failures. - Is the purpose and need for the study correctly stated? 

 Yes □ No If no, then how should the purpose and need be modified? 
   
 
   

 
2. What attributes for improved access to the airport are most important to you? 

Check all that apply. 
 Maximum Grade 
 Design Speed 
 Roadway Length 
 Earthwork 

 Disturbed Area 
 Right of Way Impacts 
 Construction Costs 
 Project Cost 
 Other  

3. What types of vehicles currently use the access road from KY 15 to the Wendell H. Ford 
Airport?  Check all that apply. 
 Single Unit Delivery Vehicles –  

UPS / FedExpress 
 Single Unit Trucks – Fuel Trucks / 

Box Trucks 

 3-Axle Semi-Trailer 
 4-Axle Semi-Trailer 
 5-Axle Semi-Trailer 
 Other  

4. If the airport were to extend the runway length to better accommodate cargo aircraft, 
what is your expectation that industry will modify shipping practices to more significantly 
utilize cargo aircraft? 
 High 
 Medium 
 Low 
 Comment  

 
5. If the runway length were extended to allow for greater utilization of cargo aircraft, what 

types of vehicles would be anticipated to use the access road from KY 15 to the Wendell H. 
Ford Airport?  Check all that apply. 
 Single Unit Delivery Vehicles –  

UPS / FedExpress 
 Single Unit Trucks – Fuel Trucks / 

Box Trucks 

 3-Axle Semi-Trailer 
 4-Axle Semi-Trailer 
 5-Axle Semi-Trailer 
 Other  

Additional Comments? (Continue on back) 



Freight Study Phone Interview QUESTIONNAIRE 
Name:   , 2018 

Additional Comments   

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  
Your answers will be given to the Project Team for their use in evaluating the Project.  Please return 
them by mail or email to: 

Eric Fischer, P. E. 
Palmer Engineering 

P. O. Box 747 
Winchester, KY 40392-0747 

efischer@palmernet.com 
859-744-1218 



Freight Study Business Interview QUESTIONNAIRE 
 Wendell H. Ford Airport Access                       , 2018 

Scoping Study 
KY 15 at Trus Joist Lane to Wendell H. Ford Airport 

Hazard, Perry County 
(Please Print) 

 Name:   Phone:   

 Business      

 Address      

 City, State, Zip      

The purpose of the project is to improve access to the Wendell H. Ford Airport in Hazard, 
Perry County, Kentucky. The need for this project arises from substandard conditions of the 
existing access road, including narrow lanes, little to no shoulders, steep grades, and slope 
failures. 
 
1. What attributes for improved access to the airport are most important to you? 

Check all that apply. 
 Maximum Grade 
 Design Speed 
 Roadway Length 
 Earthwork 

 Disturbed Area 
 Right of Way Impacts 
 Construction Costs 
 Project Cost 
 Other  

 
2. About how many vehicles of each type from your business currently use the access road 

from KY 15 to the Wendell H. Ford Airport each week?   
___Single Unit Delivery Vehicles –  

FedExpress / UPS / USPS 
___Single Unit Trucks – Box Trucks / 

Fuel Trucks 

___3-Axle Semi-Trailer 
___4-Axle Semi-Trailer 
___5-Axle Semi-Trailer 
___Other   

 
3. If the airport were to extend the runway length to better accommodate cargo aircraft, 

what is your expectation that your business would modify shipping practices to more 
significantly utilize cargo aircraft? 
 High  Medium  Low 
 Comment  
 

4. If the runway length were extended to allow for greater utilization of cargo aircraft, about 
how many vehicles of each type from your business would you anticipate using the access 
road from KY 15 to the Wendell H. Ford Airport each week? 
___Single Unit Delivery Vehicles –  

FedExpress / UPS / USPS 
___Single Unit Trucks – Box Trucks / 

Fuel Trucks 
 

___3-Axle Semi-Trailer 
___4-Axle Semi-Trailer 
___5-Axle Semi-Trailer 
___Other  

5. Is your business’s airport traffic constant or does it have peak demand times? __ Constant 
 Peaks:  Daily at _____________;   Weekly _____;   Monthly _____; Seasonally ____________ 
 
6. What type of cargo or passengers do you move on the access road to the airport?  _______ 
   
   
Additional Comments? (Continue on back)



Freight Study Business Interview QUESTIONNAIRE 

Name:   , 2018 

Additional Comments   

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  
Your answers will be given to the Project Team for their use in evaluating the Project.  Please return 
them by mail or email to: 

Eric Fischer, P. E. 
Palmer Engineering 

P. O. Box 747 
Winchester, KY 40392-0747 

efischer@palmernet.com 
859-744-1218 
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