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Dear Friends , 
 
The report you are about to read gives an account of serious crimes committed 
in Kentucky throughout 201 8. Preventing crime before innocent Kentuckians are 
victimized is a top priority of our administration and the many law enforcement 
organizations in our  state .  
  
Those who stand in the gap every day and fight on the front lines to keep us 
safe and bring criminals to justice are to be commended. I continue to pray 
regularly for the safety of those who wear the badge that only an elite few are 
willing to put on. I ur ge you to support our law enforcement officials as they 
make a daily decision to serve others and for their willingness to put their own 
safety at risk for our protection. We owe them our respect and gratitude.  
 
The fight against crime in our communities should also be a top priority of all 
citizens. If each of us becomes actively involved, being watchful and mindful 
while cooperating with our law enforcement professionals, we can help make 
Kentucky the best version of itself. Those Kentuckians who are wil ling to make a 
difference can find this report a useful resource.  
 
�,���R�I�W�H�Q���T�X�R�W�H���R�X�U���V�W�D�W�H���P�R�W�W�R�����³�8�Q�L�W�H�G���:�H���6�W�D�Q�G�����'�L�Y�L�G�H�G���:�H���)�D�O�O���´���1�R�Z�K�H�U�H��
does that apply more aptly than in keeping our communities safe. Thank you for 
your interest in this important to pic.  
 

 
 
Sincerely,  

       
     Matthew  G. Bevin  
     Governor  
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DEDICATION

This 2018 Crime in Kentucky Report is dedicated to:

Deidre Irene Mengedoht
Louisville Police Department

Phillip Lynn Meacham
Hopkinsville Police Department

Scotty Hamilton
Pikeville Police Department

Rodney Scott Smith
Hickman Police Department

WHO PAID THE SUPREME SACRIFICE 
ON BEHALF OF THE CITIZENS

OF THE COMMONWEALTH OF KENTUCKY



Detective Deidre Irene Mengedoht

Detective Deidre Mengedoht was killed when her patrol car was struck by an
impaired driver while conducting a traffic stop on I-64, between 4th Street and 6th
Street, in downtown Louisville just after 2:00 pm.

Her vehicle was stopped in the right lane with its emergency equipment activated
when it was struck from behind by a Metropolitan Sewer District tractor-trailer. The
patrol car was pushed into the vehicle she had stopped and became engulfed in
flames with Detective Mengedoht trapped inside.

The driver of the tractor-trailer was charged with driving under the influence and
murder of a law enforcement officer.

Detective Mengedoght had served with the Louisville Metro Police Department for
seven years. She is survived by a young son.

ix



Police Officer Phillip Lynn Meacham

x

Police Officer Phillip Meacham was shot and killed while assisting another officer 
investigate a police impersonator on Paulette Court at approximately 5:10 pm.

Officer Meacham, who was off-duty, observed the vehicle behind him operating 
with blue lights. The vehicle passed Officer Meacham and turned onto another 
street. Officer Meacham began to follow the vehicle and requested a uniformed 
officer respond to the area. The man turned onto Paulette Court, a dead-end 
street, as Officer Meacham remained nearby until the uniformed officer arrived at 
the scene.

The officers approached the man who was now working on a truck in his driveway. 
When they approached him the man drew a firearm and shot Officer Meacham, 
killing him. The man fled on foot, stole a truck, and fled to Clarksville, Tennessee. 
He was located in Clarksville by local officers and United States Marshals. He was 
shot and killed as the officers attempted to take him into custody.

Officer Meacham had served with the Hopkinsville Police Department for one year 
and had previously served with the Christian County Sheriff's Office for 12 years. 
He is survived by his wife, daughter, and parents.



xi

Patrolman Scotty Hamilton

Patrolman Scotty Hamilton was shot and killed at approximately 11:30 pm as he
and a Kentucky State Police trooper conducted criminal patrol on Hurricane Road,
in the Hurricane Creek area of Pike County.

The officers were in the area as a result of recent narcotics activity when they
encountered a suspicious vehicle. As Patrolman Hamilton checked the area for
the vehicle's occupants he encountered a man and was fatally shot.

One subject was taken into custody at the scene. The man who shot Patrolman
Hamilton fled the scene but was apprehended two days later. In December 2018
he pleaded guilty to murder and was sentenced to life in prison with no parole.

Patrolman Hamilton had served with the Pikeville Police Department for 12 years.
He is survived by his wife and child.



Police Officer Rodney Scott Smith

Police Officer Rodney Smith drowned when his patrol car was washed into a
flooded field off of Bernal Avenue.

The area had become flooded as a result of the overflowing Bayou de Chien. He
was checking the area when he went missing at approximately 9:15 pm. Multiple
agencies responded to the area and began a massive search. His body and patrol
were located separately in a flooded field off of Bernal Avenue the following
morning.

Officer Smith is survived by his wife, children, grandchildren, and mother.
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Forcible sex offenses were committed approximately every 60 minutes.

2018
KENTUCKY CRIME FACTS
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275,931 serious crimes reported in 2018. 

A serious crime was committed approximately every 2 minutes. 

Homicide offenses were committed approximately every 20 hours.

Firearms were used in 60% of all homicides.

Motor vehicle thefts were committed approximately every 48 minutes.

There were 67,850 counts of drug violations.

Arrests for crimes in 2018 totaled 520,074 counts.

Robbery was committed approximately every 3 hours.

52% of violent crimes were cleared by an arrest.

1,965 police officers were assaulted.

25% of property crimes were cleared by an arrest.

Property crimes outnumbered violent crimes by 2.4 to 1.

There were 23,038 counts of DUI violations.
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Prior to July 1, 1987�����.�H�Q�W�X�F�N�\�¶�V���8�Q�L�I�R�U�P���&�U�L�P�H���5�H�S�R�U�W�L�Q�J���6�\�V�W�H�P���Z�D�V���E�D�V�H�G���R�Q���W�K�H���D�F�F�X�P�X�O�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���D���P�R�Q�W�K�O�\��
summary of criminal offenses and arrests by state and local law enforcement agencies. The data submitted was 
sufficient for broad analysis of general crime trends, however, it did not provide necessary tools for detailed studies 
required to meet the needs of criminal justice professionals, the law enforcement community, and Kentucky 
Legislators.  After July 1, 1987�����O�D�Z���H�Q�I�R�U�F�H�P�H�Q�W���D�J�H�Q�F�L�H�V���E�H�J�D�Q���D���W�U�D�Q�V�L�W�L�R�Q���W�R���³�L�Q�F�L�G�H�Q�W�´���L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q�����Z�K�L�F�K���G�L�I�I�H�U�H�G��
�I�U�R�P���³�V�X�P�P�D�U�\�´���L�Q���W�K�D�W���L�W���S�U�R�Y�L�G�H�G���I�X�O�O���G�H�W�D�L�O���F�U�L�P�H���V�S�H�F�L�I�L�F�V�������7�K�L�V���P�D�U�N�H�G���W�K�H���E�H�J�L�Q�Q�L�Q�J���R�I���.�H�Q�W�X�F�N�\�¶�V���,�Q�F�L�G�H�Q�W��
Based Reporting System, which required the submission of either the Uniform Offense Report (UOR1) or the uniform 
data elements as contained in the statewide database. The state has been certified for National Incident Based 
Reporting System (NIBRS) reporting, which is already taking place in the majority of law enforcement agencies within 
Kentucky.  As more agencies become technologically able to submit incident based information, our crime data will 
�E�H�F�R�P�H���P�R�U�H���F�R�P�S�O�H�W�H���±���W�K�X�V���J�U�H�D�W�O�\���H�Q�K�D�Q�F�L�Q�J���R�X�U���T�X�H�U�\���F�D�S�D�E�L�O�L�W�L�H�V��

2011
Previous versions of the Crime in Kentucky publication have provided data in the format of Part I and Part II crimes.  
Part I crimes consisted of 8 offense categories that were considered to be serious crimes.  These were listed on 
individual offense pages and statistical information was provided with regard to the particular offense.  In an effort to 
reflect the standards of reporting and information gathering that the FBI uses when compiling data, the Kentucky State 
Police repository moved in 2011 from a Part I and II crime reporting format to a Group-A and Group-B format.

2015
Publications for the years spanning 2011 through 2014 did not include summary agency data in Group-A and Group-B 
format due to the differing crime categories.  For these statistical books, this information was provided in a separate 
�O�R�F�D�W�L�R�Q���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���,�%�5���D�J�H�Q�F�\���G�D�W�D�����D�Q�G���S�O�D�F�H�G���L�Q���D���³�6�X�P�P�D�U�\���$�J�H�Q�F�\�´���V�H�F�W�L�R�Q���S�U�R�Y�L�G�H�G���L�Q���3�D�U�W���,���3�D�U�W���,�,���I�R�U�P�D�W������
Those remaining agencies that submitted data in Summary format have since moved to NIBRS reporting and are now 
included with the rest of the IBR data.  The Summary section has been removed as a result with the caveat that a single 
agency remains Summary.  This remaining agency, however, only reports Arson offenses and therefore was able to be 
added accurately with the rest of the IBR data. 

2016
In 2016, the categories of Animal Cruelty and Human Trafficking were added to the Group-A offenses list.

Group-A 
Like Part-I offense categories, Group-A categories comprise the more serious crimes, such as Homicide, Robbery, and 
Arson, yet expands the number collected compared to Part-I.  Many of the offense categories carry subcategories that 
break down crimes even further.  As an example:  Aggravated Assault, Simple Assault, and Intimidation all fall under 
the Assault Offense category.  Impersonation, Welfare Fraud, and Wire Fraud would all fall under the Fraud Offense 
category.

Group-B
Group-B Crimes consist of the less severe offenses such as Trespassing, Drunkenness, and Disorderly Conduct, as well 
as, All Other Offenses for those Group-B crimes that do not fall directly into a specified offense.

Note
The offenses listed in this publication match the FBI's Group-A and B categories, less those that Kentucky does not 
recognize.  For example, the FBI has a category for Embezzlement, however, Kentucky does not have a violation code 
for embezzlement and instead sees this as a theft offense, therefore, these categories have not been included.
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STATE OFFENSE DATA

Group-A Offenses

Classification 2017 2018
Increase or 
Decrease

%  of Total 
Offenses

Animal Cruelty 853 604 -29.19% 0.22%
Arson 518 459 -11.39% 0.17%
Assault Offenses 41,724 41,175 -1.32% 14.92%
Bribery 72 105 45.83% 0.04%
Burglary/Breaking and Entering 20,469 18,196 -11.10% 6.59%
Counterfeiting/Forgery 8,051 7,758 -3.64% 2.81%
Destruction/Damage/Vandalism of Property 23,637 21,322 -9.79% 7.73%
Drug/Narcotic Offenses 66,157 67,850 2.56% 24.59%
Extortion/Blackmail 54 62 14.81% 0.02%
Fraud Offenses 11,824 11,816 -0.07% 4.28%
Gambling Offenses 34 31 -8.82% 0.01%
Homicide Offenses 459 447 -2.61% 0.16%
Human Trafficking 44 48 9.09% 0.02%
Kidnapping/Abduction 983 935 -4.88% 0.34%
Larceny/Theft Offenses 75,518 70,801 -6.25% 25.66%
Motor Vehicle Theft 10,845 10,967 1.12% 3.97%
Pornography/Obscene Material 2,187 2,908 32.97% 1.05%
Prostitution Offenses 340 305 -10.29% 0.11%
Robbery 3,010 2,791 -7.28% 1.01%
Sex Offenses (Forcible) 5,021 6,360 26.67% 2.30%
Sex Offenses (Non-Forcible) 508 537 5.71% 0.19%
Stolen Property Offenses (Receiving, etc.) 5,207 5,079 -2.46% 1.84%
Weapon Law Violations 4,845 5,375 10.94% 1.95%
Total Group-A Offenses 282,360 275,931 -2.28% 100.00%

Offenses Reported

The total numberof GroupA crimesreportedby law enforcementagenciesin Kentuckyduring 2018is shownin
the chart above. These overall statistics reflect only offenses reported to or known by the police.

Whenmakingcomparisonsbetweenyears,the following shouldbe takeninto account:(1) Datais not inclusiveof
all offensesreportedto thepolice;(2) Increasesor decreasesin thenumberof crimesreportedcanbeattributedto a
variety of factors, including methodsof reporting and tabulatingon the part of law enforcementagencies;(3)
Differing levelsof citizenawarenessandtheir responsibilityto reportcrimeshavea direct impacton thenumberof
reports received by police.
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OFFENSE DATA
COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES

Animal Cruelty 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Arson 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2
Assault Offenses 51 1 10 0 22 9 144 43 11 291
Bribery 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Burglary / Breaking and Entering 26 5 0 3 10 4 18 27 11 104
Counterfeiting / Forgery 2 0 4 0 1 9 1 4 0 21
Destruction / Damage / Vandalism of Property 44 1 13 0 23 10 134 95 21 341
Drug / Narcotic Offenses 67 1 11 13 41 24 387 18 34 596
Extortion / Blackmail 0 0 1 0 1 0 3 3 0 8
Fraud Offenses 5 0 4 1 7 14 21 12 5 69
Gambling Offenses 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Homicide Offenses 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Human Trafficking 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Kidnapping / Abduction 5 0 0 0 2 0 0 3 0 10
Larceny / Theft Offenses 122 3 39 13 43 49 510 305 44 1,128
Motor Vehicle Theft 6 0 1 0 0 1 19 26 0 53
Pornography/Obscene Material 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 0 1 3
Prostitution Offenses 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Robbery 1 0 0 0 1 0 0 4 1 7
Sex Offenses (Forcible) 7 0 12 0 2 1 19 3 5 49
Sex Offenses (Nonforcible) 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 2
Stolen Property Offenses (Receiving, etc.) 4 0 1 0 3 0 15 10 2 35
Weapon Law Violations 1 0 0 0 4 0 6 0 0 11

TOTAL  GROUP-A  OFFENSES 343 11 96 30 161 121 1,280 553 135 2,730

University 
of 

Kentucky

University 
of 

Louisville

Western 
KY 

University
Total

*The chart above shows Group-A offenses which were reported by college and university campuses with security/police departments.

GROUP-A
Eastern 

KY 
University

Kentucky 
State 

University
Morehead
University

Murray 
St.

University

Northern 
KY 

University
Transylvania

University
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Ashland 2 2 268 2 140 73 145 709 0 102 0 6
Bardstown 2 1 165 2 112 45 98 648 0 24 0 0
Berea 1 0 170 0 91 94 61 268 0 50 0 2
Bowling Green 9 3 1,297 7 558 454 950 1,921 6 403 3 13
Campbellsville 1 2 253 0 201 82 173 373 1 56 0 1
Covington 2 7 768 0 211 89 439 1,893 1 176 0 10
Danville 2 5 195 0 93 14 95 638 0 77 0 1
Elizabethtown 3 6 335 3 172 163 66 979 0 110 0 8
Erlanger 0 1 124 1 35 19 74 472 0 20 0 3
Florence 2 7 524 1 146 102 392 696 0 374 0 3
Fort Thomas 0 0 48 0 6 7 23 204 0 23 0 0
Frankfort 6 4 820 0 286 154 358 749 0 288 0 6
Georgetown 11 1 642 1 154 83 305 661 0 166 0 3
Glasgow 40 5 369 0 156 167 155 925 0 98 0 8
Henderson 0 3 626 2 180 113 339 786 0 93 0 6
Hopkinsville 11 13 668 12 293 98 321 877 0 212 0 14
Independence 0 1 205 3 38 14 62 318 0 57 0 1
Jeffersontown 0 0 71 0 82 25 114 79 0 60 0 2
Lawrenceburg 2 4 117 0 57 20 33 368 0 25 0 2
Lexington 2 50 4,608 10 1,603 969 3,487 5,099 23 1,521 0 26
Louisville 19 122 10,239 4 5,131 921 5,782 11,870 7 3,148 1 99
Lyndon 0 0 2 0 0 0 2 1 0 1 0 0
Madisonville 1 7 326 2 110 65 79 817 0 57 0 1
Mt. Washington 1 2 111 0 33 11 43 146 0 58 0 2
Murray 1 1 379 1 204 35 180 417 2 86 0 1
Newport 0 0 198 0 75 38 162 311 0 67 0 2
Nicholasville 3 7 372 1 228 76 212 702 1 137 0 2
Owensboro 0 11 1,475 3 556 371 866 2,396 0 177 0 8
Paducah 8 16 1,131 1 285 138 511 1,421 1 197 0 9
Radcliff 3 5 481 3 218 59 107 596 0 122 0 6
Richmond 6 4 732 0 330 117 293 1,487 1 189 3 4
Shelbyville 23 1 320 1 91 95 135 241 0 92 0 4
Shepherdsville 5 1 210 1 133 79 115 123 2 72 0 1
Shively 0 0 197 0 93 24 157 14 0 39 0 1
Somerset 3 3 240 1 147 56 86 690 1 120 0 3
St. Matthews 0 0 194 1 96 47 122 176 0 133 0 0
Winchester 0 0 386 0 209 74 159 403 0 99 0 0

Total 169 295 29,266 63 12,553 4,991 16,701 40,474 46 8,729 7 258

�.�(�1�7�8�&�.�<���³�&�5�,�0�(���,�1�'�(�;�´��� ������������
The crime index, or rate, is used nationally and is derived from the following formula:
Population divided by 100,000 = X
Number of offenses divided by X = Crime Index
�.�H�Q�W�X�F�N�\�¶�V���F�U�L�P�H���L�Q�G�H�[���I�R�U�������������L�V���E�D�V�H�G���R�Q���W�K�H���F�X�U�U�H�Q�W���H�V�W�L�P�D�W�H�G���S�R�S�X�O�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I������������
million.

Below, Group-A offenses are shown for those cities with over 10,000 in population.

A SERIOUS CRIME OCCURS IN 
KENTUCKY APPROXIMATELY 

EVERY 2 MINUTES

** The crime index number calculated above is based only on Group-A Offense data that was reported to the state.
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Ashland 0 5 730 52 11 3 6 35 1 37 22 2,351
Bardstown 0 2 270 27 56 0 11 17 3 13 21 1,517
Berea 0 3 295 61 75 0 7 44 0 39 19 1,280
Bowling Green 1 28 3,722 280 53 7 73 228 25 167 155 10,363
Campbellsville 0 7 540 60 42 0 31 46 6 28 28 1,931
Covington 1 19 905 142 33 56 68 73 3 96 100 5,092
Danville 0 6 238 41 8 0 9 28 2 26 37 1,515
Elizabethtown 0 7 338 91 27 0 24 46 5 96 56 2,535
Erlanger 11 1 195 28 7 0 8 10 0 12 7 1,028
Florence 0 9 1,445 127 825 43 22 70 5 96 27 4,916
Fort Thomas 0 0 69 3 12 0 1 6 1 5 4 412
Frankfort 0 19 1,060 130 78 2 32 81 8 61 76 4,218
Georgetown 1 20 1,013 104 86 0 27 48 3 61 45 3,435
Glasgow 0 14 457 45 5 1 10 43 9 42 70 2,619
Henderson 0 16 729 100 64 0 35 58 4 38 44 3,236
Hopkinsville 0 23 939 99 13 1 27 57 3 56 113 3,850
Independence 0 3 182 18 14 0 2 46 6 15 16 1,001
Jeffersontown 1 1 449 102 0 0 24 13 2 44 15 1,084
Lawrenceburg 0 1 188 40 0 0 1 300 1 12 13 1,184
Lexington 12 134 9,689 1,200 119 64 440 614 25 470 405 30,570
Louisville 6 181 20,658 4,051 65 85 1,353 415 11 1,393 1,611 67,172
Lyndon 0 0 9 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 15
Madisonville 0 15 255 50 331 0 10 27 1 44 60 2,258
Mt. Washington 0 6 129 23 3 0 2 23 0 11 23 627
Murray 0 16 697 48 25 0 3 44 16 48 29 2,233
Newport 0 6 519 50 4 0 24 28 1 52 15 1,552
Nicholasville 0 8 862 67 8 0 19 54 2 87 28 2,876
Owensboro 2 12 2,546 297 15 0 67 171 16 71 113 9,173
Paducah 1 18 1,652 143 41 7 36 128 13 75 132 5,964
Radcliff 1 13 698 68 4 0 26 69 4 36 60 2,579
Richmond 0 24 1,263 134 26 0 24 96 8 124 81 4,946
Shelbyville 0 9 448 44 11 0 7 20 2 26 24 1,594
Shepherdsville 1 6 380 99 10 0 10 35 2 78 12 1,375
Shively 0 3 402 117 2 0 22 10 1 101 15 1,198
Somerset 0 9 364 97 43 1 18 58 18 30 56 2,044
St. Matthews 0 0 767 82 0 0 18 10 0 18 13 1,677
Winchester 0 10 727 87 28 0 11 29 5 19 23 2,269

Total 38 654 55,829 8,207 2,144 270 2,508 3,080 212 3,627 3,568 193,689

Group-A offenses are shown for those cities with over 10,000 in population.

CONTINUED
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ADAIR
19215

ALLEN
21122

ANDERSON
22663

BALLARD
7979

BARREN
44176

BATH
12383

BELL
26569

BOONE
131533

BOURBON
20184

BOYD
47240

BOYLE
30100

BRACKEN
8239

BREATHITT
12726

BRECKINRIDGE
20388

BULLITT
81069

BUTLER
12772

CALDWELL
12715

CALLOWAY
39135

CAMPBELL
93152

CARLISLE
4771

CARROLL
10737

CARTER
27004

CASEY
15888

CHRISTIAN
71671

CLARK
36249

CLAY
20105

CLINTON
10206

CRITTENDEN
8915

CUMBERLAND
6659

DAVIESS
101104

EDMONSON
12274

ELLIOTT
7508

ESTILL
14198

FAYETTE
323780

FLEMING
14432

FLOYD
35845

FRANKLIN
50815

FULTON
6120

GALLATIN
8832

GARRARD
17560

GRANT
25121

GRAVES
37317

GRAYSON
26321

GREEN
11049

GREENUP
35268

HANCOCK
8758

HARDIN
110356

HARLAN
26409

HARRISON
18778

HART
18906

HENDERSON
45591

HENRY
16106

HICKMAN
4421

HOPKINS
45068

JACKSON
13442

JEFFERSON
770517

JESSAMINE
53920 JOHNSON

22386

KENTON
166051

KNOTT
15126

KNOX
31304

LARUE
14307

LAUREL
60669

LAWRENCE
15571

LEE
7033

LESLIE
10143

LETCHER
21899

LEWIS
13257

LINCOLN
24644

LIVINGSTON
9242

LOGAN
26989

LYON
8009

MCCRACKEN
65346

MCCREARY
17408

MCLEAN
9252

MADISON
92368 MAGOFFIN

12362

MARION
19404

MARSHALL
31191

MARTIN
11323

MASON
17150

MEADE
28715

MENIFEE
6451

MERCER
21774

METCALFE
10030

MONROE
10718

MONTGOMERY
28203

MORGAN
13345

MUHLENBERG
30774

NELSON
45851

NICHOLAS
7166

OHIO
24087

OLDHAM
66470

OWEN
10880

OWSLEY
4472

PENDLETON
14529

PERRY
26092

PIKE
58402

POWELL
12442

PULASKI
64623

ROBERTSON
2135

ROCKCASTLE
16750

ROWAN
24583

RUSSELL
17821

SCOTT
56031

SHELBY
48518

SIMPSON
18529

SPENCER
18794

TAYLOR
25549

TODD
12311

TRIGG
14643

TRIMBLE
8515

UNION
14505

WARREN
131264

WASHINGTON
12084

WAYNE
20468

WEBSTER
13111

WHITLEY
36242

WOLFE
7177

WOODFORD
26533

Total Population by County

Year 2018

Quantile classification
Population estimate as of July 1, 2018
Source: U.S. Census Bureau 
Annual Estimates of the Resident Population for Counties
(CO-EST2018-alldata) April 2019 release.

Total county population ranking
Kentucky State Police

Criminal Identification and Records Branch
GIS Section
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CLEARANCE
RATES

VIOLENT CRIMES

TOTAL OFFENSES

Clearance rates are the percentages of cases cleared (through arrest or exceptional means) when compared with the total
number of offenses reported to or known by the police. As shown in the chart, clearance rates for property crimes are
traditionally low. With the exception of robbery, clearance rates for violent crimes are high. High clearance rates for murder,
rape, and assault are attributable to the fact that the perpetrator is known, recognizable, or in some way usually associated
with the victim. Low clearance rates for property crimes can be attributed to the difficulty of the victim identifying the
perpetrator.

The pie charts below depict the relative clearance rates of property versus violent Group A crimes.

Property Crimes Outnumbered Violent Crimes approximately 2.4 to 1

PROPERTY CRIMES

TOTAL OFFENSES

CLEARANCE RATES (%)

126,824 51,708

Arson, Burglary, Destruction of 
Property, Larceny, Motor Vehicle 

Theft, Stolen Property

Assault, Homicide, 
Kidnapping/Abduction, Robbery, 

Sex Offenses (Forcible)

The graph below depicts relative clearance rates for each of the Group-A crimes.
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ANIMAL CRUELTY

DEFINITION

NUMBER OF ANIMAL 
CRUELTY OFFENSES

CLEARED CLEARANCE RATE

Intentionally, knowingly, or recklessly taking an action that mistreats or kills any animal without just cause, such as 
torturing, tormenting, mutilation, maiming, poisoning, or abandonment. Included are instances of duty to provide care, 
e.g., shelter, food, water, care if sick or injured; transporting or confining an animal in a manner likely to cause injury or 
death; causing an animal to fight with another; inflicting excessive or repeated unnecessary pain or suffering, e.g., uses 
objects to beat or injure an animal.

604 218 36%

ANIMAL CRUELTY WAS COMMITTED APPROXIMATELY EVERY 14 HOURS

*Definitions acquired from www.fbi.gov

0 100 200 300 400 500 600 700 800 900

2017 Animal Cruelty 
Offenses , 853

Cleared , 668

2018 Animal Cruelty 
Offenses , 604

Cleared , 218

ANIMAL CRUETLY OFFENSES
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1

ANDERSON
2

BARREN
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BATH
1

BELL
4

BOONE
2

BOYD
3

BOYLE
2

BULLITT
7

BUTLER
1

CALLOWAY
1

CAMPBELL
1

CARROLL
2

CARTER
6

CHRISTIAN
21

DAVIESS
3

ELLIOTT
179

ESTILL
1

FAYETTE
2
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6

GARRARD
2

GRANT
1

GRAVES
54

GRAYSON
5

GREENUP
2

HARDIN
6
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1
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18

HICKMAN
37

HOPKINS
9

JEFFERSON
19
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3
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1
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2
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1
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1
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1
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2
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8

MCLEAN
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1
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1

MARSHALL
2

MASON
9

MERCER
3

MONTGOMERY
2

MORGAN
1

NELSON
3
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1

PENDLETON
2
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1
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1
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ROWAN
1

RUSSELL
2

SCOTT
12

SHELBY
46

TAYLOR
1
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3

WARREN
9

WHITLEY
2

Animal Cruelty Offenses by County

Year 2018

Kentucky State Police
Criminal Identification and Records Branch

GIS Section
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High - 75th percentile or above
Low - below 75th percentile

C - total number of offenses in a county (Count)
R - total number of offenses divided by total county population (Rate per capita)

None reported

High C / High R

High C / Low R

Low C / High R

Low C / Low R



ARSON

DEFINITION

Summary

NUMBER OF ARSONS CLEARED CLEARANCE RATE
459 141 31%

NIBRS

Single Occupancy Residential (Houses, Townhouses, 
Duplexes, etc.)

130  $                                          3,668,308.01 

Other Residential (Apartments, Flats, Hotels, Motels, 
Dorms, etc.)

80  $                                          2,641,993.23 

Storage (Barns, Garages, Warehouses, etc.) 30  $                                             179,498.00 

Industrial/Manufacturing 3  $                                               52,000.00 

Other Commercial (Stores, Restaurants, Offices, etc.) 24  $                                             848,205.00 

Community/Public (Churches, Jails, Schools, Colleges, 
Hospitals, etc.)

15  $                                        10,163,312.00 

All Other Structures (Outbuildings, Monuments, Buildings 
under Construction, etc.)

21  $                                               73,652.02 

TOTAL STRUCTURE 303  $                                        17,626,968.26 

Motor Vehicles (Autos, Trucks, Buses, Motorcycles, etc.) 98  $                                             427,642.46 

Other Mobile Property (Trailers, Recreational Vehicles, 
Airplanes, Boats, etc.)

2  $                                               61,000.00 

TOTAL MOBILE 100  $                                          1,125,541.90 

TOTAL OTHER 79  $                                          1,481,600.87 

GRAND TOTAL 482  $                                        20,234,111.03 

Arsonincludesanywillful or maliciousburningor attemptto burn(with or without intent to defraud)a
residence,public building, motor vehicle or aircraft, personalproperty of another,etc. Only fires
determined to have been willfully or maliciously set are classified as arson.

ARSON WAS COMMITTED APPROXIMATELY EVERY 19 HOURS

The chart below shows the number of arsons by property classification, and the estimated value of 
property damage or destruction.

*Definitions acquired from the U.S. Department of Justice publication:  August 2000 National Incident Based Reporting System-Volume 1

NUMBER OF 
PROPERTIES 

DAMAGED

ESTIMATED VALUE OF 
PROPERTY DAMAGED

PROPERTY CLASSIFICATION
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Criminal Identification and Records Branch

GIS Section

13

High - 75th percentile or above
Low - below 75th percentile

C - total number of offenses in a county (Count)
R - total number of offenses divided by total county population (Rate per capita)

None reported
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ASSAULT

Summary

NUMBER OF ASSAULTS CLEARANCE RATE

41,175 54%

26154 NIBRS

BREAKDOWN
# OF 

OFFENSES
CLEARED CLEARANCE RATE

AGGRAVATED ASSAULT 5,903 3,424 58%

SIMPLE ASSAULT 20,397 11,089 54%

INTIMIDATION 14,875 7,908 53%

WEAPON TYPE % OF TOTAL

FIREARMS 26%

KNIVES 10%

PERSONAL WEAPONS 32%

OTHER WEAPONS 31%

TOTAL 100%

AggravatedAssault is an unlawful attack by one personupon anotherwherein the offenderusesa
weaponor displaysit in a threateningmanner,or thevictim suffersobvioussevereor aggravatedbodily
injury involving apparentbrokenbones,lossof teeth,possibleinternalinjury, severelaceration,or loss
of consciousness.

2,158

2,081

6,680

WEAPONS USED IN AGGRAVATED ASSAULT

DEFINITION

An unlawful attack by one person upon another.

ASSAULT WAS COMMITTED APPROXIMATELY EVERY 12 MINUTES 

CLEARED

22,421

15067

NUMBER

1,752

689

*Definitions acquired from the U.S. Department of Justice publication:  August 2000 National Incident Based Reporting System-Volume 1
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Assault Offenses by County

Year 2018

Kentucky State Police
Criminal Identification and Records Branch

GIS Section

15

High - 75th percentile or above
Low - below 75th percentile

C - total number of offenses in a county (Count)
R - total number of offenses divided by total county population (Rate per capita)

High C / High R

High C / Low R

Low C / High R

Low C / Low R



BRIBERY

DEFINITION

Theoffering,giving, receiving,or soliciting of anythingof value(i.e., a bribe,gratuity,or kickback)to swaythejudgment
or action of a person in a position of trust or influence.

NUMBER OF BRIBERY 
OFFENSES

CLEARED CLEARANCE RATE

60%

BRIBERY WAS COMMITTED APPROXIMATELY EVERY 3.5 DAYS

*Definitions acquired from the U.S. Department of Justice publication:  August 2000 National Incident Based Reporting System-Volume 1

105 63

0 20 40 60 80 100 120

2017 Bribery Offenses , 
72

Cleared , 42

2018 Bribery Offenses , 
105

Cleared , 63

PREVIOUS YEAR COMPARISON
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Bribery Offenses by County

Year 2018

Kentucky State Police
Criminal Identification and Records Branch

GIS Section
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High - 75th percentile or above
Low - below 75th percentile

C - total number of offenses in a county (Count)
R - total number of offenses divided by total county population (Rate per capita)

None reported

High C / High R

High C / Low R
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BURGLARY / BREAKING AND ENTERING

PERCENT OF 
DISTRIBUTION

27%
42%
1%
70%

15%
14%
1%
30%

100%  $                         4,469 

*Definitions acquired from the U.S. Department of Justice publication:  August 2000 National Incident Based Reporting System-Volume 1

2,261  $                         2,598 
82

4,732
UNKNOWN

 $          5,795,093 

 $             180,383 
 $        11,848,599 

 $                         2,426 

 $                         2,200 
 $                         2,504 

TOTAL VALUECLASSIFICATION

TOTAL 15,740  $        33,478,299 

- NON-RESIDENTIAL -

 $          5,873,123 DAY
2,389NIGHT

SUBTOTAL

SUBTOTAL  $        21,629,700 

 $                         1,852 
 $                         2,039 
 $                         1,896 
 $                         1,965 

6,627

11,008

4,248NIGHT
DAY
UNKNOWN

 $        13,511,421 
 $          7,866,165 

133  $             252,114 

BURGLARY / BREAKING AND ENTERING WAS

COMMITTED APPROXIMATELY EVERY 29 MINUTES 

- RESIDENTIAL -

AVERAGE VALUE

The unlawful entry into a building or other structure with the intent to commit a felony or a theft.

18,196 3,329 18%

21672 3040 NIBRS

THE COST OF BURGLARY

Burglary is a crime of opportunity and is most likely to occur when a home or business is not occupied. The
burglaries have been separated into residential and non-residential categories. The totals listed below include
both day and night occurrences, and the value of property losses reported.

NUMBER OF 
LOCATIONS

DEFINITION

NUMBER OF 
BURGLARY/BREAKING AND 

ENTERING OFFENSES
CLEARED CLEARANCE RATE

Summary
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Burglary / Breaking and Entering Offenses by County

Year 2018

Kentucky State Police
Criminal Identification and Records Branch

GIS Section
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High - 75th percentile or above
Low - below 75th percentile

C - total number of offenses in a county (Count)
R - total number of offenses divided by total county population (Rate per capita)

High C / High R

High C / Low R

Low C / High R
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COUNTERFEITING / FORGERY

3,426 44%

COUNTERFEITING/FORGERY OFFENSES WERE   
COMMITTED APPROXIMATELY EVERY 67 MINUTES

*Definitions acquired from the U.S. Department of Justice publication:  August 2000 National Incident Based Reporting System-Volume 1

7,758

DEFINITION

NUMBER OF 
COUNTERFEITING/FORGERY 

OFFENSES
CLEARED CLEARANCE RATE

The altering, copying, or imitation of something, without authority or right, with the intent to deceive or defraud by
passing the copy or thing altered or imitated as that which is original or genuine or the selling, buying, or possession
of an altered, copied, or imitated thing with the intent to deceive or defraud.

0 1,000 2,000 3,000 4,000 5,000 6,000 7,000 8,000 9,000

2017 
Counterfeiting/Forgery 

Offenses, 8,051

Cleared, 2,973

2018 
Counterfeiting/Forgery 

Offenses, 7,758

Cleared, 3,426

PREVIOUS YEAR COMPARISON

20
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Counterfeiting / Forgery Offenses by County

Year 2018

Kentucky State Police
Criminal Identification and Records Branch

GIS Section
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High - 75th percentile or above
Low - below 75th percentile

C - total number of offenses in a county (Count)
R - total number of offenses divided by total county population (Rate per capita)

None reported

High C / High R
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DESTRUCTION / DAMAGE / VANDALISM OF PROPERTY

21%

*Definitions acquired from the U.S. Department of Justice publication:  August 2000 National Incident Based Reporting System-Volume 1

21,322 4,525

DESTRUCTION / DAMAGE / VANDALISM OF PROPERTY OFFENSES
WERE COMMITTED APPROXIMATELY EVERY 24 MINUTES 

DEFINITION

To willfully or maliciously destroy, damage, deface, or otherwise injure real or personal property without the consent
of the owner or the person having custody or control of it.

NUMBER OF DESTRUCTION / 
DAMAGE / VANDALISM OF 

PROPERTY OFFENSES
CLEARED CLEARANCE RATE

0 5,000 10,000 15,000 20,000 25,000

2017 Destruction / 
Damage / Vandalism of 

Property
23,637

Cleared
4,055

2018 Destruction / 
Damage / Vandalism of 

Property
21,322

Cleared
4,525

PREVIOUS YEAR COMPARISON
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Destruction / Damage / Vandalism of Property Offenses by County

Year 2018

Kentucky State Police
Criminal Identification and Records Branch

GIS Section
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High - 75th percentile or above
Low - below 75th percentile

C - total number of offenses in a county (Count)
R - total number of offenses divided by total county population (Rate per capita)

High C / High R

High C / Low R

Low C / High R
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DRUG / NARCOTIC
OFFENSES

NUMBER OF 
DRUG/NARCOTIC 

VIOLATIONS
CLEARANCE RATE

48,298 80%

NUMBER OF DRUG 
EQUIPMENT VIOLATIONS

CLEARANCE RATE

19,552 85%

*Definitions acquired from the U.S. Department of Justice publication:  August 2000 National Incident Based Reporting System-Volume 1

DEFINITION

CLEARED

38,606

The violation of laws prohibiting the production, distribution, and/or use of certain controlled 
substances and the equipment or devices utilized in their preparation and/or use.

CLEARED

16,626

DRUG/NARCOTIC OFFENSES WERE
COMMITTED APPROXIMATELY EVERY 7 MINUTES 

0 5,000 10,000 15,000 20,000 25,000 30,000 35,000 40,000 45,000 50,000

2017 Drug / Narcotic 
Offenses , 46,939

Cleared , 29,400

2017 Drug Equipment 
Violations , 19,218

Cleared , 12,196

2018 Drug / Narcotic 
Offenses , 48,298

Cleared , 38,606

2018 Drug Equipment 
Violations , 19,552

Cleared , 16,626

PREVIOUS YEAR COMPARISON

24
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Drug / Narcotic Offenses by County

Year 2018

Kentucky State Police
Criminal Identification and Records Branch

GIS Section
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High - 75th percentile or above
Low - below 75th percentile

C - total number of offenses in a county (Count)
R - total number of offenses divided by total county population (Rate per capita)

High C / High R

High C / Low R

Low C / High R

Low C / Low R



EXTORTION / BLACKMAIL

13%

*Definitions acquired from the U.S. Department of Justice publication:  August 2000 National Incident Based Reporting System-Volume 1

62 8

EXTORTION / BLACKMAIL OFFENSES

WERE COMMITTED APPROXIMATELY EVERY 6 DAYS

DEFINITION

To unlawfully obtain money, property, or any other thing of value, either tangible or intangible, through the use
or threat of force, misuse of authority, threat of criminal prosecution, threat of destruction of reputation or social
standing, or through other coercive means.

NUMBER OF EXTORTION / 
BLACKMAIL OFFENSES

CLEARED CLEARANCE RATE

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70

2017 Extortion / 
Blackmail Offenses , 54

Cleared , 7

2018 Extortion / 
Blackmail Offenses , 62

Cleared , 8

PREVIOUS YEAR COMPARISON

26
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Extortion / Blackmail Offenses by County

Year 2018

Kentucky State Police
Criminal Identification and Records Branch
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High - 75th percentile or above
Low - below 75th percentile

C - total number of offenses in a county (Count)
R - total number of offenses divided by total county population (Rate per capita)

None reported

High C / High R

High C / Low R

Low C / High R

Low C / Low R



FRAUD OFFENSES

11,816 3,547 30%

FRAUD WAS COMMITTED APPROXIMATELY EVERY 44 MINUTES

17%

42%

BREAKDOWN

FALSE PRETENSES / 
SWINDLE/CONFIDENCE GAME

CREDIT CARD/AUTOMATED 
TELLER MACHINE FRAUD

# OF OFFENSES # CLEARED
CLEARANCE 

RATE

59%

IMPERSONATION 351

1,671

5,861

838

1,005

992

DEFINITION

The intentional perversion of the truth for the purpose of inducing another person or other entity in 
reliance upon it to part with something of value or to surrender a legal right.

NUMBER OF FRAUD 
OFFENSES

CLEARED CLEARANCE RATE

IDENTITY THEFT 2,914 1,076 0%

HACKING / 
COMPUTER INVASION 532 123

*Definitions acquired from the U.S. Department of Justice publication:  August 2000 National Incident Based Reporting System-Volume 1

0%

FALSE 
PRETENSES/ 
SWINDLE/ 

CONFIDENCE 
GAME
14%

CREDIT CARD / 
AUTOMATED 

TELLER MACHINE 
FRAUD

55%

IMPERSONATION
31%

IDENTITY THEFT
24.66%

HACKING / 
COMPUTER 
INVASION

4%
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Fraud Offenses by County

Year 2018

Kentucky State Police
Criminal Identification and Records Branch

GIS Section
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High - 75th percentile or above
Low - below 75th percentile

C - total number of offenses in a county (Count)
R - total number of offenses divided by total county population (Rate per capita)

None reported

High C / High R

High C / Low R

Low C / High R

Low C / Low R



GAMBLING OFFENSES

*Definitions acquired from the U.S. Department of Justice publication:  August 2000 National Incident Based Reporting System-Volume 1

DEFINITION

NUMBER OF GAMBLING 
OFFENSES

CLEARED CLEARANCE RATE

31 21 68%

To unlawfully bet or wager money or something else of value; assist, promote, or operate a game of
chance for money or some other stake; possess or transmit wagering information; manufacture, sell,
purchase, possess, or transport gambling equipment, devices, or goods; or tamper with the outcome of
a sporting event or contest to gain a gambling advantage.

0 0 0%

# OF OFFENSES # CLEARED
CLEARANCE 

RATE

 GAMBLING OFFENSES WERE  
COMMITTED APPROXIMATELY EVERY 12 DAYS 

SPORTS TAMPERING 0 0 0%

18 17 94%

OPERATING / PROMOTING / 
ASSISTING GAMBLING

13 4 31%

GAMBLING EQUIPMENT 
VIOLATIONS

BREAKDOWN

BETTING / WAGERING

OPERATING / 
PROMOTING / 

ASSISTING 
GAMBLING

42%

GAMBLING 
EQUIPMENT 
VIOLATIONS

58%
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Gambling Offenses by County

Year 2018

Kentucky State Police
Criminal Identification and Records Branch

GIS Section
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High - 75th percentile or above
Low - below 75th percentile

C - total number of offenses in a county (Count)
R - total number of offenses divided by total county population (Rate per capita)

None reported

High C / High R

High C / Low R

Low C / High R

Low C / Low R



HOMICIDE OFFENSES

72
31
15
4
1

31
0

25
95
148
1

35

Homicide offenses are the most serious of all
Group-A crimes and has one of the highest
clearance rates at 60%. Though some
homicides are difficult to solve, the intensity of
investigations by police, together with
solvability factors, account for the high
clearance rate.

Argument
Assault on Law Enforcement Officers
Drug Dealing
Gangland

CIRCUMSTANCES

Juvenile Gang

The charts to the left and above depict
murder weapons and circumstances as
reported by police officers. The unknown
category reflects instances where the
weapons/circumstances were not known at
the time the report was submitted, or were
not specified on the report. Some offenses
may have had multiple circumstances.

Other Circumstances

Mercy Killing

Other Negligent Weapon Handling

*Definitions acquired from the U.S. Department of Justice publication:  August 2000 National Incident Based Reporting System-Volume 1

Unknown Circumstances

In 2018, a firearm was used in 60% of 
homicide offenses.

DEFINITION

NUMBER OF HOMICIDE 
OFFENSES

CLEARED

MURDER AND NONNEGLIGENT 
MANSLAUGHTER 395

# CLEARED# OF OFFENSES

60%

HOMICIDE OFFENSES WERE  

61%

447 267

CLEARANCE RATE

Summary

NEGLIGENT MANSLAUGHTER 41

The killing of one human being by another.

239

BREAKDOWN

  COMMITTED APPROXIMATELY EVERY 20 HOURS

CLEARANCE 
RATE

27 66%

1 9%

Lovers' Quarrel / Domestic Violence

*Kentucky considers some DUI related deaths as a Homicide, however, Federal guidelines do not consider them as such and
numbers for these offenses are not included in the FBI's data under Homicide.

JUSTIFIABLE HOMICIDE 11

Other Felony Involved

Other Negligent Killings

Other:
98

13%

Knife:
51
7%

Personal:
30
4%

Firearms:
455
60%

Vehicle:
125
16%

Weapons Used
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Homicide Offenses by County

Year 2018

Kentucky State Police
Criminal Identification and Records Branch

GIS Section
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High - 75th percentile or above
Low - below 75th percentile

C - total number of offenses in a county (Count)
R - total number of offenses divided by total county population (Rate per capita)

None reported

High C / High R

High C / Low R

Low C / High R

Low C / Low R



HUMAN TRAFFICKING

The inducement of a person to perform a commercial sex act, or labor, or services, through force, fraud, or coercion.
Human trafficking has also occurred if a person under 18 years of age has been induced, or enticed, regardless of force, 
fraud, or coercion, to perform a commercial sex act.

48 15 31%

HUMAN TRAFFICKING OFFENSES WERE COMMITTED 
APPROXIMATELY EVERY 7.5 DAYS

*Definitions acquired from the U.S. Department of Justice publication:  August 2000 National Incident Based Reporting System-Volume 1

DEFINITION

NUMBER OF HUMAN 
TRAFFICKING OFFENSES

CLEARED CLEARANCE RATE

0 10 20 30 40 50

2017 Human Trafficking 
Offenses , 44

Cleared , 15

2018 Human Trafficking 
Offenses , 48

Cleared , 15

HUMAN TRAFFICKING OFFENSES
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Human Trafficking Offenses by County

Year 2018

Kentucky State Police
Criminal Identification and Records Branch

GIS Section
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High - 75th percentile or above
Low - below 75th percentile

C - total number of offenses in a county (Count)
R - total number of offenses divided by total county population (Rate per capita)

None reported

High C / High R

High C / Low R

Low C / High R

Low C / Low R



KIDNAPPING / ABDUCTION

60%

*Definitions acquired from the U.S. Department of Justice publication:  August 2000 National Incident Based Reporting System-Volume 1

935 557

  KIDNAPPING / ABDUCTION OFFENSES 
WERE COMMITTED APPROXIMATELY EVERY 9 HOURS 

DEFINITION

The unlawful seizure, transportation, and/or detention of a person against his/her will or of a minor without the
consent of his/her custodial parent(s) or legal guardian.

NUMBER OF KIDNAPPING / 
ABDUCTION OFFENSES

CLEARED CLEARANCE RATE

0 200 400 600 800 1000

2017 Kidnapping / 
Abduction Offenses , 

983

Cleared , 487

2018 Kidnapping / 
Abduction Offenses , 

935

Cleared , 557

PREVIOUS YEAR COMPARISON
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