Seat Belt Survey Form
(Revised 10-01-2011)
Survey Date: ______________________       Time: ______________________ AM  /  PM

Survey Location: _________________________________________________________

Name of group conducting the survey: ____________________________________

Total # belted: ____________      Total # not belted:____________     % Usage: ________
Indicate belted or unbelted drivers by checking the appropriate block (YES/NO) that corresponds to the vehicle surveyed.  Only observational surveys that visually count drivers wearing a safety belt will be accepted.        

                                                             DRIVER SEAT BELT USE
                       YES    NO                      YES    NO                       YES     NO                         YES  NO
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How to conduct a Seat Belt Survey

Observations should be made at roadway intersections with signals or stop signs, where driver usage can be readily seen. Since usage will vary on different types of roadways (rural vs. urban), the average of results at several sites may be calculated to give a more accurate representation of usage in a community. A sample of at least 100 vehicles per site is recommended. The data collector should check “yes or no” on the attached form to record whether drivers are belted or not.  The surveys should be conducted during daylight hours and on both weekdays and weekends.

To determine the impact of an enforcement mobilization on seat belt usage, participating law enforcement agencies should conduct one series of surveys prior to the start of the enforcement campaign, and another series in the week immediately following the campaign. 

There is no right or wrong way to proceed, but the survey should be organized carefully, and a consistent method for collecting data should be used every time.  The following components are recommended:

1. Give one person overall responsibility for the operation. Seek someone with good organizational skills and knowledge about basic statistical techniques.

2. Conduct a survey to establish a baseline number, so you can measure your progress.

3. Select locations for collecting data near proposed areas of enforcement or safety checkpoints, if applicable.

4. Determine the best times to collect data and how many observations are needed for a credible survey.  Collecting data on several dates will give a better “snapshot” of actual usage.

5. Use the survey form that is provided by the Department of Transportation Safety (obtain clipboards, pens, etc.).

6. Assign staff to serve as data collectors and instruct them on how to collect the data efficiently and safely.  Make sure their actions are passive and do not cause traffic bottlenecks.
7. Collect, tabulate, and analyze data.

8. Report results.

Kentucky Office of Highway Safety    www.highwaysafety.ky.gov     502-564-1438

