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2016 Sample Labor Day TALKNG POINTS
The Message: “Drive Sober or Get Pulled Over”

· Law enforcement agencies across the country will join forces Aug. 17-Sept. 5 to crack down on impaired drivers during the “Drive Sober or Get Pulled Over” campaign.  

· The annual nationwide effort will include high-visibility enforcement, high-profile events and media outreach, supported by national federally-funded advertising in a comprehensive campaign to curb impaired driving. 

· Police across the country will be out in very high numbers from mid-August to Labor Day to crack down on impaired drivers and to save lives on America’s roadways.

· It is illegal in all 50 states, the District of Columbia and Puerto Rico to drive with a blood alcohol concentration of 0.08 grams per deciliter or higher.  If drivers are caught driving while impaired, they will be arrested. 

· The “Drive Sober or Get Pulled Over” campaign is designed to save lives on our roadways by reminding drivers that if they get behind the wheel after drinking, they will be caught and arrested. 

· Driving while impaired is illegal and unacceptable. And the consequences from impaired driving are deadly serious. 

· Even if there isn’t a crash, people caught driving impaired often face jail time, loss of their driver’s license, and numerous financial consequences — attorney fees, higher insurance rates, court costs, lost time at work and the potential loss of job.  

Too Many Fatalities…Too Many Americans Still Don’t Get It

· Impaired driving is one of America’s most deadly crimes. Too many Americans die needlessly in crashes that likely could have been prevented if alcohol was not involved.  
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· While many people are getting the message, there are still too many who just don’t understand that alcohol and driving are a fatal combination.

· According to the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA), high-visibility enforcement reduces alcohol-impaired-driving fatalities by as much as 20 percent. When combined with paid and earned media, high-visibility enforcement saves many more lives on our roadways.

· According to NHTSA, an average of one alcohol-impaired-driving fatality occurs every 51 minutes.

Kentucky Statistics

In Kentucky in 2015, there were more than 4,200 collisions involving alcohol, resulting in more than 2,000 injuries and 118 fatalities. During the Labor Day holiday weekend, there were more than 60 collisions involving alcohol, resulting in 35 injuries and three fatalities.  
It’s in Your Hands

Don’t let your summer come to an abrupt end with an impaired driving arrest…or worse, death. Plan before you go out with these simple tips:

· Before the festivities begin, plan a way to safely get home at the end of the night.

· Before drinking, designate a sober driver and leave your car keys at home. 

· If you’re impaired, use a taxi, call a sober friend or family member, or use public transportation to get home safely.

· If you see a drunken driver on the road, contact local police. You could save a life.

· And remember, if you know people who are about to drive or ride while impaired, take their keys and help them make other arrangements to get them safely to where they are going.

Ignition Interlock
Senate Bill 133, passed in 2015, requires repeat DUI offenders to blow into the ignition interlock device, which is installed on the vehicle. The vehicle will not start if the person’s blood-alcohol concentration exceeds a 0.02 level.  

First-time DUI offenders are not required to have the device installed unless there is an aggravating circumstance, such as speeding or driving drunk with a child in the car.

Utilize the free “Drive Sober Kentucky” application.

· With information about local taxi services and sober ride programs, along with a one-touch dial feature to report a drunken driver, the app aids in the fight against drunken driving.
· The free “Drive Sober Kentucky” app is available to download at www.DriveSoberKY.com.
· If a local taxi, limousine or sober ride program would like to participate but is not included in the app, send contact information to info@driversoberky.com
Bottom Line… “Drive Sober or Get Pulled Over”

· During the “Drive Sober or Get Pulled Over” enforcement crackdown and throughout the year, if you are caught driving while impaired, you will be arrested. No warnings. No excuses.   

· For more information on the “Drive Sober or Get Pulled Over” campaign, please visit www.nhtsa.gov/drivesober. 
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