Partnering Conference 2026
(Theme: Creating Opportunities from Challenges)
Wednesday Agenda (Day 1)

11:00 Registration Open

12:30 Welcome and Opening Comments
Bob Yeager, Chief District Engineer, Covington

12:45 FHWA Updates
Steven Jacobs, Finance and Program Management Team Leader

1:00 KYTC Updates
Jason Siwula, Deputy State Highway Engineer

1:15  The Stars Finally Aligned - Highway Design Manual
Amanda Desmond, Location Engineer, D1 and D10

1:45 Beyond the Peak
Bastian Schroeder, Director of Research and Innovation, Kittelson and Associates

2:30  Break

3:00 ROW Panel Discussion- Impacts of HB 542
Dean Loy, Director, Division of Right of Way, Utilities & Rails
Will Fogle, Executive Director - Office of Legal Services KYTC General Counsel
Ben Coomes, Location Engineer, D6 and D12
Kevin Blain, TEBM, Project Development, Elizabethtown
Moderated by Jason Siwula, Deputy State Highway Engineer

4:00 Benefits of Early Contractor Involvement
Emily Deason, Project Manager, 1-69 ORX
Aric Skaggs, Project Delivery TEBM, Jackson
Cory Wilson, Project Manager, KY 8 PDB
Amanda Desmond, Alternative Delivery Design Lead
Moderated by Erika Drury, Alternative Delivery Program Manager

4:45  William S. Gulick Project Excellence Awards

5:00 Welcome Reception
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Partnering Conference 2026
(Theme: Creating Opportunities from Challenges)
Friday Agenda (Day 3)
8:00 Welcome and Comments
Corey Napier, President, American Council of Engineering Companies of KY

8:15  ACEC Federal Legislative Update
Matt Reiffer, ACEC Vice President and Advocacy Counsel

8:45  Engineering the Road to Zero: A Panel Discussion
Joe Plunk, Chief District Engineer, Bowling Green
Wendy Southworth, TEBM, Division of Highway Design
Lauren Meighan, Design Section Supervisor, Lexington
Stephen De Witte, TEBM, Division of Planning
Blake Jones, Design Section Supervisor, Flemingsburg
Matthew Holder, Project Manager, HSIP

9:30 Break
10:00 1-69: ORX 1, 2 and Beyond
Emily Deason, ORX Project Manager, KYTC
Amanda Spencer, Assistant State Highway Engineer, KYTC
10:30 US 460 from Planning to Ribbon Cutting: A PM’s Perspective
John Michael Johnson, Project Manager, Pikeville
Kevin Damron, Project Manager, Palmer
11:00 Recognition of Project Honorees

11:15 Closing Remarks

FHWA'’s Remarks
Shundreka Givan, Division Administrator

State Highway Engineer’s Remarks
James Ballinger, State Highway Engineer

Cabinet Secretary’s Remarks
Rebecca Goodman, Secretary
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