
Eye on Safety 
National Immunization Awareness Month 

From the Secretary's Office of Safety  

August is national immunization awareness month and the recent pandemic may have 
some people thinking about how up-to-date their vaccines are. Did you know vaccines save 
up to 3 million lives each year? 

Vaccines aren’t just for children, and their benefits could make all the difference for a 
healthy workplace. It is advised to receive the flu vaccine annually before the end of 
October when flu season starts. 

The Centers for Disease Control Prevention (CDC) recommends a Td (tetanus, diphtheria) 
booster shot every 10 years. Healthy adults 50 years and older should get the shingles 
vaccine. Other vaccines that adults need often include pre-travel-based immunizations, and 
any vaccines based on job or health conditions. 

Vaccines can create herd immunity. This means germs don’t spread as easily from person 
to person, making it less likely that a group of people will become infected. 

Vaccinations can reduce employee absences, increase morale and ultimately provide an 
overall healthier workplace. In addition to toolbox talks and safety discussions, posters, 
newsletters, or leaving information in high-traffic areas like breakrooms are great ways to 
reach people during immunization awareness month.  

For more ideas about disease prevention through vaccines, see this link. 

 

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.who.int/westernpacific/activities/raising-awareness-of-immunization__;!!Db6frn15oIvDD3UI!lVdL3PZ-sTLbTYOz10pcLwyMWnNOS46_GjjClRktq-T39j2SyqaOTgtlBTXrQeN36y5gNv8SgHOIzlJGBYj1yVJkQdiv9hYv1vS2it73IhY$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.who.int/westernpacific/activities/raising-awareness-of-immunization__;!!Db6frn15oIvDD3UI!lVdL3PZ-sTLbTYOz10pcLwyMWnNOS46_GjjClRktq-T39j2SyqaOTgtlBTXrQeN36y5gNv8SgHOIzlJGBYj1yVJkQdiv9hYv1vS2it73IhY$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/safestart.com/news/what-do-about-flu-workplace/__;!!Db6frn15oIvDD3UI!gd7cfbeMHAcRW3qR-hYWGqFhd7_c8eQtLcKtis-zLBEodAvq-IiD-FsUZgs2KBDFgEj7AdgQ6kFbczgW299xQPxvGTvJf2djRB6xe6ArZO0%24
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.cdc.gov/tetanus/hcp/vaccine-recommendations/index.html__;!!Db6frn15oIvDD3UI!lVdL3PZ-sTLbTYOz10pcLwyMWnNOS46_GjjClRktq-T39j2SyqaOTgtlBTXrQeN36y5gNv8SgHOIzlJGBYj1yVJkQdiv9hYv1vS2Rava6rk$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/safestart.com/news/4-great-topics-for-toolbox-talks-in-august/__;!!Db6frn15oIvDD3UI!lVdL3PZ-sTLbTYOz10pcLwyMWnNOS46_GjjClRktq-T39j2SyqaOTgtlBTXrQeN36y5gNv8SgHOIzlJGBYj1yVJkQdiv9hYv1vS2IFgu7l0$

