
Improving US 460 is a Kentucky Transportation Cabinet (KYTC) 
project to improve regional mobility and safety along US 460 

between Salyersville and Paintsville. 

Improvements to safety and mobility are needed along US 460 between Salyersville and Paintsville. 

Additional passing and turning lanes will improve traffic flow and safety and reduce crashes in the area. 

 A 2+1 design can add additional lanes and improve safety without widening the existing roadway.

This design will offer 2 lanes with additional alternating passing lanes throughout the entire corridor. 

Upgrades to intersections with US 460 will improve safety and mobility.

Intersection improvements will also serve as transition zones for alternating passing sections. 

A 2+1 roadway is a cost-effective solution to provide safer passing zones. It’s a three-lane 
highway with one lane in each direction and an additional alternating middle lane. The 
middle lane changes direction every few miles, providing dedicated passing zones. A 2+1 
design removes the risk of passing in the opposing lane to overtake slower traffic.

INNOVATIVE SOLUTIONS: 2+1 DESIGN

2+1 Benefits 

This 14-mile stretch of US 460 is an ideal 2+1 corridor. US 460 has wide shoulders, four established 
segments of dedicated passing lanes, and traffic volumes that allow a 2+1 design to perform at its peak. 

By providing passing opportunities and separating 
opposing traffic with a 3-foot buffer, there are fewer 

chances for sideswipe and head-on collisions. 

Additional lanes let drivers pass slower vehicles 
safely, improving flow and reducing congestion. 

SAFETY

TRAFFIC FLOW

Upgrading US 460 to a 2+1 design requires 
no widening, only shoulder strengthening 

and striping. 

Transition zones offer opportunities for 
improving intersection safety and operations.

COST EFFECTIVENESS

INTERSECTION IMPROVEMENTS
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= Mobility NOW

Ba
rn

et
ts 

Cr
ee

k R
o a

d

MAGOFFIN
COUNTY

JOHNSON 
COUNTY

KY 1415

KY 1018

KY 2020

KY 825

KY 114

KY 321

KY 2039
40

23460

460
460

460

Go
os

e C
ree

k R
d

Mountain Parkway

Green Valle y Rd

Lee’s Trailer

Court Road

Ar
ro

wh
ea

d 
Es

t a
te

s 
Rd

Pa
int

 C
re

ekEB

WB

Salyersville

Paintsville

BEGIN PROJECT

END PROJECT

Eastbound 2+1
Westbound 2+1
Crash-Prone Areas

Two-Way Left Turn Lane
4-Lane

LEGEND

*Dashed line indicates passing lanes are present.

When separated into four segments and compared to 
statewide averages, the US 460 project corridor had higher:
Total crash rates for two segments  •  Injury crash rates for the entire corridor  •  Fatal crash rates for three of four segments

CRASH-PRONE AREAS



A 2+1 design includes alternating 
passing lanes and a striped 
median buffer, shown in yellow.
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TYPICAL SECTIONS

 

PROJECT PROCESS

All steps along the project development process take approximately 1-2 years to complete and involve environmental 
review, protection of special resources, and preparation of environmental documentation.

Preliminary Design Final Design Right-of-Way Purchase Utility Relocation Construction

Identify and address 
public concerns by 
conducting meetings
Develop alternatives 
and select Preferred 
Alternative

Refine Preferred 
Alternative

Prepare Right-of-Way 
Plans

Construct roadway

Fulfill environmental 
commitments

Move utilities out of 
construction zone

Compensate utility 
companies for 
relocations

Meet with property 
owners

Make offers and buy 
property

Future phases with additional funding

EASTBOUND 2+1 WESTBOUND 2+1

TWO-WAY LEFT TURN LANE 4-LANE

One case study shows additional passing lanes reduced 
fatal and injury crashes by 27% and total crashes by 44%.

Wider centerline striping between lanes and three-foot rumble stripes provide a median buffer to safely separate traffic.

Protected alternating 
passing lanes

Alternating transition 
zones

Median buffer 
separating traffic


