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History of Ring Road Extension – from WKP to I-65/US 31W

September 22, 2014

1987 – Original Ring Road Corridor Study

2012 – May – 2012 Highway Plan – Funds allocated for Preliminary Design

2012 – Began coordinating with FHWA  regarding new interchange with I-65

2013 – Completed initial Interchange Justification Study(IJS)

2013 – November – 1st public meeting – presented initial corridor

2014 – Narrowed study to northern half of initial corridor

2014 – April – 2014 Highway Plan – Final design, right of way and utility relocation funds allocated

2014 – June 24 - 2nd Public Meeting – presented four alternative options

2014 – August 11 – Project Team Meeting to Select a Preferred Alternative

2014 – September 22: 3rd Public Meeting



1) I-65 “Window” – The study area was defined by 
interchange spacing on I-65 between the WK Parkway 
Interchange and the Glendale Interchange.  

2) Two alternative corridors (Northern and Southern) were 
investigated with regard to traffic, costs, and impacts.  The 
Northern corridor was recommended.

3) Four options in the Northern corridor were presented to the 
public for review in June 2014. Alternative 3 (Green) is 
recommended.

How did we decide on a Preferred Alternative?
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 Specific items considered by the project team were:

 Public Comments

 Environmental and Property Impacts

 Engineering Feasibility 

 Interchange Layout

 Costs

How did we decide on a Preferred Alternative?
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Alternatives Presented at Project Team Meeting – 8-11-14
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Public Comment Summary
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Totals
Alternatives

Red Blue Green Orange

Lives within the Study Area 56 12 8 18 15
Lives elsewhere, but would  drive the 
new route frequently 21 9 2 2 4

Totals 77 21 10 20 19
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Environmental Impact 
Summary 
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 Environmental Justice
 Cemeteries
 Air Quality
 Noise Impacts
 Hazardous Materials
 Streams and Wetlands 
 Karst Areas

 Residential Relocations
 Public Water Supply
 Woodlands
 Threatened and 

Endangered Species
 Historic Sites
 Archaeology Sites 



Alternative Costs
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Highway 
Plan 

Budget

Alternatives

Red Blue Green Orange

Rights of Way $2.8 $5.3 $5.2 $5.9 $8.4

Utilities $1.7 $1.2 $1.2 $1.1 $1.6

Construction $30.0 $23.9 $27.0 $26.4 $26.7

Totals $34.5 $30.4 $33.4 $33.4 $36.6



1. Eliminate Alternative 2 (Blue) because of the lack of public support and no 
engineering benefit over other alternatives.

2. Eliminate Alternative 4 (Orange) because of the residential relocations required as 
well as it having greater impact to Interstate 65. 

3. Focus on the differences (pros/cons) of Alternative 1(Red) and Alternative 3 
(Green) in order to select a preferred alternative.

How did we decide on a Preferred Alternative
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 The Project Team recommends Alternative 3 (Green): 

 The public comments, when consideration from the directly affected 
landowners was taken into account, provided more support for the Green 
option.

 The Green alternate provides for better design at the US31W intersection. 

 The Interchange layout for Alt 3 (Green) is better than that for Alt 1 (Red): 

 Maintenance Cost are Lower
 Traffic Operates Better
 Future Interchange Expansion / Reconstruction is Better, if Needed
 Future I-65 Widening is better, if Needed
 No Retaining Walls

How did we decide on a Preferred Alternative
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Preferred Alternative
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Early 2015 – Develop Right of Way Plans

March 2015 – Hold Right of Way Informational Meeting 
for affected property owners

May 2015 – Begin Right of Way Acquisition

 Summer 2016 (At Earliest) – Begin Construction 
(No Funding Programmed in Current Biennial Highway Plan)

Next Steps for Ring Road Extension – from WKP to I-65/US 31W
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Thanks Again for Attending Tonight’s 
Public Meeting.

Feel free to stop By the Display Boards.  If you have any questions, please 
do not hesitate asking a KYTC or Consultant Representative.

Contact Information for any other questions is included in your handout.


