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KYTC’s 2018 Section Engineers’ Meeting

Americans with Disabilities Act 

In 1990, Congress passed the Americans with 
Disabilities Act (ADA)which prohibits 
discrimination on the basis of disability.
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Americans with Disabilities Act 

“to provide a clear and comprehensive 
national mandate for the elimination of 
discrimination against individuals with 
disabilities” and “to provide clear, strong, 
and consistent, enforceable standards 

addressing discrimination against individuals 
with disabilities.” 42 U.S.C. 12101 (b) (1) and 

(2).

Americans with Disabilities Act 

Title II of the ADA applies to public 
transportation provided by public entities 
through regulations by the U.S. Department 

of Transportation (USDOT). It includes 
sidewalk and street crossing accessibility.
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Americans with Disabilities Act 
Standards and Guidelines 

Guidelines developed to address access to 
public rights‐of‐way:
•Proposed Guidelines for Public Rights‐of‐
Way Accessibility Guidelines (PROWAG)
Originally published in 2002; revised in 2005 
and 2011
Undergoing rulemaking process
Considered “Best Practice”

Americans with Disabilities Act 
Standards and Guidelines 

The technical requirements in the proposed 
PROWAG guidelines make allowances for 
typical roadway geometry and permit 

flexibility in alterations to existing facilities 
where existing physical constraints make it 

impractical to fully comply with new 
construction requirements.
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ADA Statement of                      
Technical Infeasibility

Any new construction must be accessible to 
persons with disabilities, except when KYTC 

can demonstrate it is structurally 
impracticable or technically infeasible to fully 

comply with the requirements of ADA. 
[2010 ADA] 

ADA Statement of                      
Technical Infeasibility

On a Retrofit (Repair or Maintenance), the 
pedestrian access route shall be made 

accessible to the maximum extent feasible 
within the scope of the project. [2010 ADA] 
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PROWAG 2011

R202 Alterations and Elements                      
Added to Existing Facilities:

The proposed guidelines permit flexibility in 
alterations to existing facilities. Where existing 
physical constraints make it impracticable for 
altered elements, spaces, or facilities to fully 

comply with the requirements for new 
construction, compliance is required to the 
extent practicable within the scope of the 

project (see R202.3.1). 
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Roadway Topography

“Existing Physical Constraints”



6

Drainage

“Existing Physical Constraints”

Underground Structures

“Existing Physical Constraints”
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Utilities

“Existing Physical Constraints”

Right‐of‐Way

“Existing Physical Constraints”
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ADA Statement of                      
Technical Infeasibility

A Technical Infeasibility determination means 
that due to existing physical or site constraints 
the facility (e.g. a sidewalk) cannot be built to 
comply with the accessibility requirements. 

(Reference: 2010 ADA 106.5, 202.3, & 
PROWAG R202.3.1)
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ADA Statement of                      
Technical Infeasibility

What is KYTC’s                                
ADA Statement of                            

Technical Infeasibility?

A process to document
Technical Infeasibility.                         

To be released via policy memo…
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ADA Statement of                      
Technical Infeasibility

A G.I.S. App, Hard Copy Form & 
Instruction Pages:
Document ADA Statement of 
Technical Infeasibility 
Assist Staff with Technical Infeasibility 
Determinations
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THE FORM

Available in
Digital Format (PDF) or
Printable Hard Copy
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THE APP

GIS based application
Usable on IPads 
Available Soon!

THE APP
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1. ADA requires accessible sidewalks to the 
maximum extent feasible.

2. There are some allowable exceptions for 
roadway construction & retrofits.

3. For the exceptions, a Technical 
Infeasibility determination must be 
documented.

Conclusions
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ADA Statement of 
Technical Infeasibility

Jeff Jasper – Jeff.Jasper@uky.edu

Joe Tucker – Joseph.Tucker@ky.gov

Questions?


