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GENERAL UTILITY NOTES AND 
INSTRUCTIONS APPLICABLE TO ALL 

UTILITY WORK MADE A PART OF THE 
ROAD CONSTRUCTION CONTRACT 

 
The contractor should be aware the following utility notes and KYTC Utility Bid Item Descriptions 
shall supersede, replace and take precedence over any and all conflicting information that may be 
contained in utility owner supplied specifications contained in the contract, on plans supplied by the 
utility owner, or any utility owner specifications or information externally referenced in this contract.   
 
Where information may have been omitted from these notes, bid item descriptions, utility owner 
supplied specifications or plans; the KYTC Standard Specifications for Road and Bridge 
Construction shall be referenced. 
 
PROTECTION OF EXISTING UTILITIES 

The existing utilities shown on the plans are shown as best known at the time the plans were developed and 
are to be used as a guide only by the Contractor.  The Contractor shall use all means at his disposal to 
accurately locate all existing utilities, whether shown on the plans or not, prior to excavation.  The contractor 
shall protect these utilities during construction.  Any damage to existing utilities during construction that 
are shown or not shown on the plans shall be repaired at the Contractor’s expense. 

PREQUALIFIED UTILITY CONTRACTORS 
 
Some utility owners may require contractors that perform relocation work on their respective facilities as a 
part of the road contract be prequalified or preapproved by the utility owner.  Utility contractors may be 
added via addendum if KYTC is instructed to do so by the utility owner.  Potential contractors must 
seek prequalification from the utility owner. Any revisions must be sent from the utility owner to 
KYTC a minimum of one week prior to bid opening.  Those utility owners with a prequalification or 
preapproval requirement are as follows: 

 
(The district utility agent shall list here utility owners requiring prequalified or 
preapproved contractors to perform work on their facilities.  The utility agent shall place 
appropriate list(s) of prequalified or preapproved contractors at the end of these notes with 
each list identified with the utility owner name, utility type and appropriate heading at the 
top.  If there are some utility owners that require prequalified or preapproved contractors 
and others that do not within this same contract, it may be prudent to list here each utility 
owner with utility work in the road contract and state if they require prequalified or 
preapproved contractors or not.  If no utility owner prequalifies or preapproves 
contractors, the following statement shall be placed here: “No contractors are required 
to be prequalified or preapproved by the utility owner(s) to perform utility relocation 
work under this contract.”) 
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The bidding contractor needs to review the above list and choose from the list of approved subcontractors 
at the end of these general notes as identified above before bidding. When the list of approved 
subcontractors is provided, only subcontractors shown on the following list(s) will be allowed to work on 
that utility as a part of this contract.   In such instances, the utility subcontractor is not required to be 
prequalified with the KYTC Division of Construction Procurement. 

 
IF A UTILITY SUPPLIED CONTRACTOR LIST IS NOT PROVIDED 

When the above list of approved subcontractors for the utility work is not provided, the utility work can 
be completed by the prime contractor, or a prime contractor-chosen subcontractor.  In such instances, the 
subcontractor shall be prequalified with the KYTC Division of Construction Procurement in the work 
type of “Utilities” (I33).  Those who would like to become prequalified may contact the Division of 
Construction Procurement at (502) 564-3500.  Please note: it could take up to 30 calendar days for 
prequalification to be approved.  The prequalification does not have to be approved prior to the bid, but 
must be approved before the subcontract will be approved by KYTC and the work can be performed. 

 
CONTRACT ADMINISTRATION RELATIVE TO UTILITY WORK 
 
All utility work is being performed as a part of a contract administered by KYTC; there is not a direct 
contract between the utility contractor and utility owner.  The KYTC Section Engineer is ultimately 
responsible for the administration of the road contract and any utility work included in the contract. 
 
 
SUBMITTALS AND CORRESPONDENCE 
 
All submittals and correspondence of any kind relative to utility work included in the road contract shall be 
directed to the KYTC Section Engineer, a copy of which may also be supplied to the utility owner by the 
contractor to expedite handling of items like material approvals and shop drawings.  All approvals and 
correspondence generated by the utility owner shall be directed to the KYTC Section Engineer.  The KYTC 
Section Engineer will relay any approvals or correspondence to the utility contractor as appropriate.  At no 
time shall any direct communication between the utility owner and utility contractor without the 
communication flowing through the KYTC Section Engineer be considered official and binding under the 
contract. 
 
 
ENGINEER 
 
Where the word “Engineer” appears in any utility owner specifications included in this proposal, utility 
owner specifications included as a part of this contract by reference or on the utility relocation plans, it shall 
be understood the “Engineer” is the Kentucky Transportation Cabinet (KYTC) Section Engineer or 
designated representative and the utility owner engineer or designated representative jointly.  Both 
engineers must mutually agree upon all decisions made with regard to the utility construction.  The 
Transportation Cabinet, Section Engineer shall make all final decisions in all disputes. 
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INSPECTOR OR RESIDENT PROJECT REPRESENTATIVE 
 
Where the word “Inspector” or “Resident Project Representative” appears in the utility specifications 
included in this proposal, utility owner specifications included as a part of this contract by reference or on 
the utility relocation plans, it shall be understood the “Inspector” or “Resident Project Representative” is 
the utility owner inspector and KYTC inspector jointly.  The Transportation Cabinet, Section Engineer shall 
make all final decisions in all disputes. 
 
 
NOTICE TO UTILITY OWNERS OF THE START OF WORK 
 
One month before construction is to start on a utility, the utility contractor shall make notice to the KYTC 
Section Engineer and the utility owner of when work on a utility is anticipated to start.  The utility contractor 
shall again make confirmation notice to the KYTC Section Engineer and the utility owner one week before 
utility work is to actually start. 
 
 
UTILITY SHUTDOWNS   
 
The Contractor shall not shut down any active and in-service mains, utility lines or services for any reason 
unless specifically given permission to do so by the utility owner.  The opening and closing of valves and 
operating of other active utility facilities for main, utility line or utility service shut downs are to be 
performed by the utility owner unless specific permission is given to the contractor  by the owner to make 
shutdowns .  If and when the utility owner gives the contractor permission to shutdown mains, utility lines 
or utility services, the contractor shall do so following the rules, procedures and regulations of the utility 
owner.  Any permission given by the utility owner to the contractor to shutdown active and in-service 
mains, utility lines or services shall be communicated to the KYTC Section Engineer by the utility owner 
that such permission has been given. 
 
Notice to customers of utility shut downs is sometimes required to be performed by the utility contractor.  
The contractor may be required; but, is not limited to, making notice to utility customers in a certain 
minimum amount of time in advance of the shut down and by whatever means of communication specified 
by the utility owner.  The means of communication to the customer may be; but is not limited to, a door 
hanger, notice by newspaper ad, telephone contact, or any combination of communication methods deemed 
necessary, customary and appropriate by the utility owner.  The contractor should refer to the utility owner 
specifications for requirements on customer notice. 
 
Any procedure the utility owner may require the contractor to perform by specification or plan note and 
any expense the contractor may incur to comply with the utility owner’s shut down procedure and notice 
to customers shall be considered an incidental expense to the utility construction. 
 
CUSTOMER SERVICE AND LATERAL ABANDONMENTS  When temporary or permanent 
abandonment of customer water, gas, or sewer services or laterals are necessary during relocation of utilities 
included in the contract, the utility contractor shall perform these abandonments as part of the contract as 
incidental work.  No separate payment will be made for service line and lateral abandonments.  The 
contractor shall provide all labor, equipment and materials to accomplish the temporary or permanent 
abandonment in accordance with the plans, specifications and/or as directed by the engineer.  Abandonment 
may include, but is not limited to, digging down on a water or gas main at the tap to turn off the tap valve 
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or corporation stop and/or capping or plugging the tap, digging down on a sewer tap at the main and 
plugging or capping the tap, digging down on a service line or lateral at a location shown on the plans or 
agreeable to the engineer and capping or plugging, or performing any other work necessary to abandon the 
service or lateral to satisfactorily accomplish the final utility relocation. 
 

STATIONS AND DISTANCES   

All stations and distances, when indicated for utility placement in utility relocation plans or specifications, 
are approximate; therefore, some minor adjustment may have to be made during construction to fit actual 
field conditions.  Any changes in excess of 6 inches of plan location shall be reviewed and approved jointly 
by the KYTC Section Engineer or designated representative and utility owner engineer or designated 
representative.  Changes in location without prior approval shall be remedied by the contractor at his own 
expense if the unauthorized change creates an unacceptable conflict or condition. 

 
RESTORATION 
 
Temporary and permanent restoration of paved or stone areas due to utility construction shall be considered 
incidental to the utility work.  No separate payment will be made for this work.  Temporary restoration shall 
be as directed by the KYTC Section Engineer.  Permanent restoration shall be “in-kind” as existing. 
 
Restoration of seed and sod areas will be measured and paid under the appropriate seeding and sodding bid 
items established in the contract for roadway work. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

BELOW ARE NOTES FOR WHEN “INST” ITEMS ARE IN THE CONTRACT MEANING THE 
UTILITY COMPANY IS PROVIDING CERTAIN MATERIALS FOR UTILITY RELOCATION  

 
MATERIAL 
 
Contrary to Utility Bid Item Descriptions, those bid items that have the text “Inst” at the end of the bid 
item will have the major components of the bid item provided by the utility owner.  No direct payment will 
be made for the major material component(s) supplied by the utility company.  All remaining materials 
required to construct the bid item as detailed in utility bid item descriptions, in utility specifications and 
utility plans that are made a part of this contract will be supplied by the contractor.  The contractor’s bid 
price should reflect the difference in cost due to the provided materials. 
 
The following utility owners have elected to provide the following materials for work under this contract: 
 

(List here utility owner name(s) and specific materials that will be provided to the 
contractor.  If there are some utility owners that will be supplying materials and others 
that will not, it may be prudent to also list each utility owner that will not be supplying 
materials for clarity of the contract.  If no utility owner intends to supply materials, the 
following statement shall be placed here: “No materials are being supplied by the utility 
owner(s).  All materials are to be supplied by the contractor per bid item descriptions, 
utility specifications and utility plans.”) 
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SECURITY OF SUPPLIED MATERIALS 
 
If any utility materials are to be supplied by the utility owner, it will be the responsibility of the utility 
contractor to secure all utility owner supplied materials after delivery to the project site.  The utility 
contractor shall coordinate directly with the utility owner and their suppliers for delivery and security of 
the supplied materials.  Any materials supplied by the utility owner and delivered to the construction site 
that are subsequently stolen, damaged or vandalized and deemed unusable shall be replaced with like 
materials at the contractor’s expense.  


