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watering near Licking River Bridge 



mixed train near Riceville 

1953 pictures from Gene Huddleston’s article “Mixed Train Through 
Eastern Kentucky” in Summer 2011 edition of C&O Magazine. 



hauling coal 
 

 



1912 Big Sandy & Kentucky River 
Railroad incorporated by Dawkins 
Lumber Co. 

1929 Stock market crash bankrupted line 
1930 Chesapeake & Ohio operated the 

Dawkins Branch 
1972 C&O became Chessie System 
1982 Chessie became CSX 

Transportation 
2002 R. J. Corman bought Dawkins Branch 



2003 last train on Dawkins Line 
2004 R. J. Corman files to abandon line 
2004 Kentucky Rails to Trails Council rail 

banks line to preserve right-of-way 
2011 Commonwealth purchased right-of-

way 
 

National Trails System Act 
• Rail banking means “the acquisition of an interest in 

a rail right-of-way sufficient to ensure its 
preservation for future rail freight service.” 

• During the interim, alternative trail use is a viable 
option. 



Mile 0 at the active CSX line in West Van 
Lear. The switch has been removed. 

2011-10-31 IMG_3281m.jpg  



2010-10-07 
IMG_4001s.JPG 



With no maintenance, debris 
accumulated on the bridges and created 
dams which caused local flooding. After 
acquiring the railroad right of way, the 
Commonwealth had the bridges cleared. 

2010-10-07 IMG_3994s.JPG 



 Gun Creek Tunnel 
plugged and 
subsequently flooded 
because of no 
drainage 

2010-10-07 
IMG_3962s.JPG 

2011-10-31 
IMG_3330m.jpg 



Spring 2011 
Property purchased from R. J. Corman 

with $500K set aside by the  
General Assembly in 2006 



 January 20, 2012 Gun Creek Tunnel opened and 
drained by small contract to Ford Contracting to 
allow structural evaluation by DLZ Kentucky, Inc. 
 

2012-01-20 IMG_4685cm.jpg 



Missing arch                 2013-05-13 IMG_3638m.jpg 





Arch restored                2013-05-15 IMG_3680m.jpg 



 
 By Vaughn & Melton 

Consulting Engineers 
 

 Trail surface selected: 
a compacted small 
aggregate mixture of 
3/8” and minus sizes 
to give a firm yet 
horse-friendly 
pavement. 
 

 See Penn State 
Technical Publication 
for details 
• http://www.dirtandgravel.psu.

edu/Trails/Documents/trail_su
rface_Aggregate_5_2012.pdf 



 Paving      2012-12-14 IMG_1051m.jpg 

 Compacting      2012-12-14 IMG_1053m.jpg 



 

2.9 bridge members marked for replacement      2012-03-08 IMG_5542m.jpg 





 replaced bridge members 2013-04-26 IMG_3136em.jpg 



13.0 Bridge               2012-08-16 IMG_9749m.jpg 





13.0 Bridge                 2013-05-30 IMG_4440m 13.0 bridge.jpg 



 One of several 
tornados hit 
the Denver 
area, Mile 2 to 
Mile 5, of the 
Dawkins Line 
after ripping 
through 
Salyersville 



No damage 
to trail or 
bridges (still 
in design) 

Lot of debris 
especially in 
creeks 



Fortunately, the debris that had collected 
on the railroad bridges in the years since 
abandonment had been cleared out by a 
small contract to Sol Jackson the week 
before the tornado.  While the tornado 
deposited more debris on the bridges, 
severe flooding was averted and the 
bridges were possibly saved. 



 2.8 bridge after      2012-03-08 IMG_5540cm.jpg 

 2.8 bridge 
before      

2012-02-16 
P2160035.jpg 



 Denver Area                                  2012-03-21 IMG_5749m.JPG 



 4.3 bridge near Denver                2012-03-21 IMG_5765m.jpg 



 Vaughn & Melton Consulting Engineers prepared plans 
and specifications for construction of Mile 1.2 to 18.2 

 Division of Engineering and Contract Administration 
issued Solicitation RFB-41-13 

 Opened bids August 22, 2012 
 



September 25, 2012 $2,011,000 Contract 
awarded to Boca Enterprise of Hager Hill, 
KY for Phase 1, 17 miles of trail 
 

Contract did not include tunnel repairs or 
section through Ivyton scrap yard which 
were later added by change order 
 

 



boundary dispute and safety concerns                      
2013-02-13 IMG_1475cm.jpg 

 



 8 foot wood fence                 2013-05-24 IMG_4181cm.jpg 



 



 2012-11-30 
002s.jpg 



 2012-12-14 IMG_1045M.jpg 



 



 Bridge had been partially burned 
 2013-01-11 IMG_1200M.jpg 



 2013-01-11 IMG_1203m.jpg 



 2013-01-11 IMG_1245.jpg 



Swing gates are used to limit motor 
vehicle traffic on the trail.  It was 
impractical to gate the ends of each 
section as there are numerous cross 
roads and drives as well as open fields.  
The gates are strategically placed to stop 
through traffic. 

2013-04-16 IMG_2618cm swing 
gate 11.3 bridge.jpg 



 



 Installing side rails on 11.3 bridge 
2013-02-13 IMG_1447cm.jpg 



Cold weather stopped paving operations 
so work concentrated on bridges 

2013-02-13 IMG_1474m deck and side rails 2.9 bridge.jpg 



 



 2013-03-18 IMG_1850m.jpg 



 2013-03-22 IMG_1936m.jpg 



 2013-04-05 IMG_2319m.jpg 



 



 2013-05-15 IMG_3703m.jpg 



2013-05-30 IMG_4487m.jpg 

2013-05-30 IMG_4360m.jpg 



2013-05-28 IMG_4339m 
trail thru field M9.5.jpg 

2013-05-28 IMG_4346m 
canopy towards 3.3 
bridge.jpg 





2013-07-13 
IMG_5923m.jpg 

Remote section of trail between Miles 11 and 12 
Rock face on one side and a small creek far below on the other 



2013-07-13 IMG_5854m Gun Creek Tunnel with 
horses.jpg 

2013-07-13 IMG_5854m Gun Creek Tunnel 
12”x12” timbers.jpg 



A half mile long siding converted to car and horse trailer parking at Mile 8.3 
2013-10-18 IMG_8317m 8.3.jpg 



Behind  Royalton United 
Baptist Church at Mile 18 

2013-07-01 IMG_5588m, 
_5582cm,  and _5587m.jpg 



An additional mile, Mile 18.2 to Mile 
19.96 is currently being built by the 
Phase I contractor between Royalton and 
Sublett to connect the trail with a new 
trailhead being constructed at the 
intersection of Highway 7 and Highway 
867 in Sublett. 



The Kentucky Transportation Cabinet 
(KYTC) is building the trail from Mile 19 
to Mile 36.  It is currently in the design 
stage. 

KYTC is also building trailheads at Mile 
3.3 south of Collista and at Mile 19 in 
Sublett.  The trailhead at Sublett is in 
construction. 



2013-06-15 IMG_4951m horses.jpg 

2013-07-13 IMG_5899m bikers and 
hikers.jpg 



Phase I Dawkins Line Construction  
End of Presentation 

http://parks.ky.gov/parks/recreationparks/dawkins-line/default.aspx 
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