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Introduction

In the Commonwealth of Kentucky, bicycles are defined as vehicles! and are
regulated as such under Chapter 189 (Traffic Regulations) of Title XVI (Motor
Vehicles) of the Kentucky Revised Statutes. Because of the special nature of bicycle
operation and safety, the Kentucky Legislature enacted KRS 189.287 (Bicycle Safety
Regulations and Standards) in 1974. This statute gave authority to the
Transportation Cabinet to enact administrative regulations governing safety
standards for bicycle equipment and safe operation of a bicycle. Pursuant to this
directive, the Transportation Cabinet promulgated Kentucky Administrative
Regulation 601 14:020 (Bicycle Safety Regulations and Standards) in 1994 with
input from the Kentucky Bicycle and Bikeway Commission.

Recognizing the growth of bicycle travel in the Commonwealth and the
advancements in bicycle safety and operation over the last twenty years, the KBBC
recently conducted a review of 601 KAR 14:020. The commission’s goal was to
ensure that the regulations are (1) consistent with current nationally recognized
bicycle safety standards; (2) relevant to contemporary bicycle safety equipment;
and (3) reasonably uniform with the current regulations of other states. Most
importantly, the commission wanted to be certain that the regulations adequately
protect the safety and rights of cyclists in Kentucky.

In undertaking this review, KBBC compared the current regulations with
recommended model laws pertaining to bicycling in the Uniform Vehicle Code
published by the National Committee on Uniform Traffic Laws and Ordinances.
Commissioners also reviewed the bicycling regulations of other states including
Ohio, California, Oregon, Minnesota and Florida. Additionally, in 2010 the
Transportation Research Board conducted its own comparison of bicycling laws in
all 50 states with respect to the Uniform Vehicle Code?. This document not only
outlined the deficiencies of Kentucky’s current bicycle regulations but also provided
the commission with a national perspective of bicycle laws.

After careful review, KBBC developed several revisions and additions to 601 KAR
14:020 to update commonwealth’s bicycle safety regulations. The document that
follows this introduction represents the commission’s recommended revisions. The
following is a brief summary of these recommendations:

1 See KRS 189.010 Section 19 (a)

2 Chapman, J. (2011). Uniform Vehicle Code and State Statutes Governing Bicycling,
2010 - Analysis of Definitions and Statutes. Transportation Research Record: Journal
of the Transportation Research Board, No. 2247 .



e Add a definitions section for commonly used terminology. Specifically add a
definition of “bicycle” which is not defined anywhere in Kentucky statutes or
administrative regulations.

e Update the section regarding front lights to allow a bicyclist to display the
light on his or her person. This allows a light to be attached to the cyclist’s
helmet, for example.

e Update the brakes section to define the required braking capacity.

e Update the seat section to remove the word “permanently” attached. Most
bicycle seats are removable.

e Update the section regarding passengers to allow bicyclists to transport
passengers in a seat or carrying device attached to the bicycle.

e Update the operations section with the following revisions/additions:

0 Revise the allowance for riding on a shoulder to except locations
where prohibited by law or ordinance.

0 Add exceptions to when a bicycle is required to operate in a bicycle
lane.

0 Update the allowance for riding two abreast to prohibit impeding the
normal and reasonable flow of traffic.

O Add a section stating that operation in a traffic lane shared with other
vehicle types shall be governed by the slow moving vehicle rules of
KRS 189.300 and provide exceptions to this requirement.

0 Add a section governing bicycle operation on sidewalks.

O Add a section allowing bicyclists to proceed against a red traffic signal
if the signal fails to detect the bicycle.

e Add a section for bicycle parking.

e Add a section for bicycle racing. This section would excempt cyclists from
normal traffic regulations (such as stop signs and riding two abreast) when
participating in a cycling event approved by state or local authorities.

¢ Make minor wording and organizational changes throughout.

These recommended revisions were approved by the KBBC at its quarterly meeting
held April 10, 2012. We now respectfully submit these changes to the
Transportation Cabinet for full consideration.

Jason N. Ramler, Commissioner
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