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Is the “dam thing” 
done yet?



The Mike O’Callaghan-
Pat Tillman Memorial 

Bridge

Dedicated October 14, 2010



Hoover Dam Bypass Project

• Project Overview

• River Bridge Construction



A True “Multi-Project”

Project Overview



Hoover Dam Bypass Project Dam

Lead Agency:
– Federal Highway 

Administration Central 
Federal Lands Highway 
Division

Stakeholders:
– AZ & NV DOT’s
– NPS/LMNRA
– BOR
– WAPA

Environmental Consultant:
– CH2MHill

Design Consultant:
– HDR Engineering
– Sverdrup Civil (Jacobs)
– T.Y. Lin International

Geotechnical 
Subconsultant:
– AMEC Earth & 

Environmental



Project 
History

1960s | Identification of Project Needs

1984 | Hoover Power Plant Act Authorizes Project

1989 | Bureau of Reclamation Forms Hoover Dam Bypass
Project Management Team (PMT)

Summer 1990 | Bureau of Reclamation Conducts Public Scoping Meetings

Fall 1990 | PMT Identifies Four Project Alternatives

1995 | Project Put on Hold

Spring 1997 | Gubernatorial and Congressional Appeal 
to FWHA to Restart Project

Fall 1997 | Public Open Houses Conducted to Collect 
Input on Project Alternatives

1997 | Designated as Lead Agency to Resume Project

Fall 1998 | Public Hearings Conducted 
to Collect Input on DEIS

Sept. 1998| DEIS Released for Public Comment

1999 | Consulted State Historic Preservation Offices 
for Nevada and Arizona on Preferred Alternative

January 2000 | Initiated Government to Government
Consultation Meetings with Native
American Tribes - Ongoing

January 2001 | Finalization and Release of the
Final Environmental Impact 
Statement (FEIS)

March 2001 | Record of Decision Signing
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Why is the bypass needed?

• Remove trucks and 
through-traffic from dam

• Remove U.S. 93 bottleneck
• Reduce traffic accidents
• Protect Hoover Dam facilities, 

workers, and visitors
• Protect waters of the Colorado 

River
• Enhance visitor experience
• Reduce interference with dam 

operations



Refined Concept



Refined Concept – NV Approach



Refined Concept – AZ Approach



Project Drive Through



Project Schedule



Four Construction Contracts

Contract Contractor Value

AZ Approach Monks/VASTCO $22M

NV Approach Edward Kraemer& Sons $30M

River Bridge Obayashi/ Mitsubishi $114M

Paving Frehner & Las Vegas 
Paving

$15M

Total $181M



River Bridge 
Construction



Composite Arch 
Alternative



January 2005



Construction Animation



Foundations
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Questions?

Foundations



Precast 
Operation



Precast Operation



Precast Operation
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Precast Operation



Approach Spans
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Main Span
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Dedication



The Mike O’Callaghan- Pat Tillman 
Memorial Bridge

Dedicated October 14, 2010



A Visitor’s 
Spectacle

View from 
Dam



A Visitor’s 
Spectacle

View from 
Bridge
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The Mike O’Callaghan-
Pat Tillman Memorial 

Bridge

Questions?


