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For Immediate Release

I-75 Tennessee South Bound Closing through tomorrow


FRANKFORT, Ky. (May 8, 2012) – Tennessee Department of Transportation (TDOT) has closed I-75 at MP 144 south bound and will continued to be closed through tomorrow. New cracks are developing at the slide location and require closure for barrier walls to be moved and set up to allow opening of one lane in each direction. Contractors with TDOT will begin installing soil nails to anchor the slide and ensure that one lane per direction remains open. 

Also, US 25E is down to one lane per direction at the Kentucky/Tennessee state line due to ongoing tunnel concrete pavement repairs.  Construction inside the Cumberland Gap Tunnels on US25E is progressing rapidly, but both tunnel bores are not expected to open to four lanes of traffic until May 18.

Kentucky Transportation Cabinet (KYTC) will install portable message boards in advance of Exit 29 in Corbin about possible delays.  Motorists may use 25E as an alternate route. 

Dynamic overhead signs will advise motorists of the closure in Madison County at MP 93 and in Laurel County at MP 35 for southbound interstate traffic. Portable message signs at MP 13.5 in Whitley County will be placed warning motorists of possible delays and closure in Tennessee. 

TDOT advised traffic will be routed from Exit 160 in Jellico, Tennessee via US 25W south to Lafollette for detour. Also wide loads must use Tennessee Route 297. The southbound wide load detour remains in effect using Exit 160 and following SR 297 south to SR 63 back to I-75 south bound at exit 141.
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