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I. PROJECT DESCRIPTION AND ENVIRONMENTAL SETTING 
 
The proposed I-64 to US 23 Connector project is located in Boyd County, Kentucky near the City of 
Ashland.  The study area is approximately 10 miles long by 3 miles wide and encompasses about 24 
square miles extending from I-64 between the US 60 and KY 180 interchanges, north to US 23 between 
KY 5 and US 60.  A scoping study is being prepared for the project to identify study area conditions, 
community and environmental resources, project purpose and need, and to evaluate alternatives to 
improve access and mobility between I-64 and the City of Ashland.  This Environmental Overview is a 
component of the scoping study that identifies environmental resources and issues of concern and 
establishes an environmental footprint for consideration in the development of alternatives and 
avoidance and minimization of impacts.   
 
Information for this overview was obtained from literature review, resource agency coordination, and an 
on-site reconnaissance survey of the study area conducted in September 2007.   Information obtained 
from secondary sources and the on-site survey was Geographical Information System (GIS)-mapped, 
and is displayed on aerial photographs and topographic base maps in Attachments A2-A7. 
 
Resources and issues of concern identified in the area include those related to both the natural and 
human environment.  Natural environment resources are presented in Section II, starting on Page 2, and 
include streams, floodplains, wetlands, ponds, water supplies, threatened, endangered and special 
concern species and habitat, woodland and terrestrial areas, and parks.  Human environment resources 
are presented in Section III, starting on Page 9, and include social and economic resources, historic and 
archaeological resources, hazardous materials concerns, agriculture, mining, environmental justice, and 
additional concerns.   
 
A. Land Cover 
 
Land cover in the project area was determined through a combination of review of aerial photographs 
and on-site survey.  General land cover in the project area includes a mix of residential, commercial, 
industrial, undeveloped woodland, previously disturbed areas, and agricultural land (see Attachments A2 
and A5).  The northern two-thirds of the study area includes a portion of the City of Ashland, as well as 
the suburban/rural communities of Millseat, Westwood, West Fairview, Ironville, Winslow, Summit, 
Rockdale and Meads.  Land use is predominantly residential, with industrial and commercial uses 
concentrated along chief transportation corridors, undeveloped woodlands occurring along steep 
uplands, and scattered agricultural areas.  Land cover in the southern third of the study area, by 
comparison, largely consists of undeveloped woodland along steep uplands, and disturbed areas from 
abandoned mines and landfills.  Scattered small farming operations and commercial/industrial areas 
associated with the communities of Coalton, Princess and Cannonsburg occur along I-64, US 60 and 
KY 180. 
 
B. Physiography and Topography 
 
The project is located in the Cumberland Plateau and Mountains/Eastern Kentucky Coalfields 
physiographic region, and the Monongahela Transition Zone and Ohio-Kentucky Carboniferous Plateau 
subareas of the Western Allegheny Plateau Ecoregion.  The Western Allegheny Plateau Ecoregion is 
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described as highly dissected, with steep-walled, narrow, sinuous valleys (McDowell, 2001 and Woods et 
al, 2002).  Areas of steep relief occur in the southern, central and western portions of the study area, and 
nearly level to gently sloping relief occurs in the eastern and northern portions of the study area.  Review 
of the United States Geologic Survey (USGS) Argillite, Ashland, Boltsfork and Rush 7.5’ topographic 
quadrangles indicates that elevations in the study area range from about 520 feet above mean sea level in 
the northeast near the Ohio River, to approximately 960 feet above mean sea level in the southern 
portion of the study area near I-64. 
 
C. Geology and Soils 
 
In general, bedrock in the project area belongs to the Breathitt Formation and is composed of inter-
bedded shale and siltstone dating to the Pennsylvanian and Mississippian periods.  Ridgetops in the 
southern portion of the study area are overlain with upper Pennsylvanian materials of the Conemaugh 
Formation which are composed of clayey shales and sandstones, and low lying valleys along water 
courses contain alluvial deposits (Hail et. al., 1979).   
 
Soils in the project study area occur either in the Latham-Shelocta soil association, the Cuba-Morehead-
Whitley Complex soil association or the Allegheny-Riney-Monongahela soil association.  Cuba and 
Morehead soils found in the East Fork Little Sandy River valley are known to have hydric soil inclusions 
(Hail et. al., 1979). 
 
D. Drainage 
 
The project study area occurs in the East Fork Little Sandy River watershed of the Little Sandy River 
basin (Hydrologic Unit Codes 05090104-140 and 05090104, respectively) and the Ohio River Near 
Greenup watershed of the Tygarts River basin (Hydrologic Unit Codes 05090103-040 and 05090103, 
respectively).  The East Fork Little Sandy River drains the central and south portions of the study area, 
generally south of KY 716, and the Ohio River Near Greenup watershed drains the north portion of the 
study area, generally north of KY 716. 
 
II. NATURAL ENVIRONMENT 
 
A. Surface Streams 
 
Information from the Kentucky Environmental and Public Protection Cabinet Division of Water 
(KEPPC-DOW) indicates that no Special Use Waters (cold water aquatic habitat, exceptional waters, 
reference reach waters, outstanding state resource waters, outstanding national resource waters, state 
wild rivers or federal wild and scenic rivers) occur in the project study area (KEPPC-KDOW, 2007).  
No high quality stream corridors were observed in the study area during the on-site survey conducted in 
September 2007. 
 
Based on review of USGS 7.5’ topographic mapping, a total of 55 USGS blue-line streams occur in the 
project study area (see Attachments A3 and A6).  The most prominent feature is the East Fork Little 
Sandy River, which flows east to west through the project area, and because of its proximity in relation 
to the study area, will likely be crossed by one or more of the alternatives developed for this project.  
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Additionally, numerous ephemeral non-USGS streams were identified in the study area during the 
September 2007 field reconnaissance.  A comprehensive stream survey and impact assessment, including 
evaluation of avoidance and minimization measures, will need to be conducted as this project further 
develops.  Unavoidable impacts to the Little Sandy River and other USGS and/or ephemeral features 
will require coordination with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and the Kentucky Division of Water 
during final design to determine Section 404/401 permitting and mitigation requirements.  Additional 
watershed information is provided below. 
 
1. East Fork Little Sandy River Watershed 
 
Thirty-seven USGS blueline streams in the East Fork Little Sandy River watershed (14 perennial and 23 
intermittent) occur within the project study area, including the following named features: 
 

• Big Run  
• Shope Creek  
• Williams Creek  
• Big Garner Creek  
• Marsh Run  
• Music Branch  
• Little Garner Creek  
• Ellington Run  
• East Fork Little Sandy River 

 
Two of these streams have impaired Use designations based on review of KEPPC-DOW 305(b) and 
303(d) water quality reports.  The East Fork Little Sandy River is listed as “not supporting” its Primary 
Contact Recreation Use designation due to impairment from pathogens from loss of riparian habitat.  
This feature is also designated as only “partially supporting” its Aquatic Life Use designation due to 
impairment from sedimentation and siltation from loss of riparian habitat and surface mining. The East 
Fork Little Sandy River has been scheduled for Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) development for 
pollutant pathogens (KEPPC-KDOW, 2006). 
 
In addition, Williams Creek is designated as only “partially supporting” its Aquatic Life Use designation 
due to impairment from unknown pollutants from streambank modification and destabilization 
(KEPPC-KDOW, 2006). 
 
2. Ohio River Near Greenup Watershed 
 
Eighteen USGS blue-line streams in the Ohio River Near Greenup watershed (14 perennial and 4 
intermittent) occur within the project study area, including the following named features:  
 

• Little Hood Creek  
• Muddy Branch  
• Rockhouse Fork  
• Daniels Fork   
• Hood Creek 
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One of these features, Hood Creek, is listed in the KEPPC-DOW 305(b) and 303(d) water quality 
reports as “Fully Supporting” its Primary Contact Recreation and Aquatic Life Use designations 
(KEPPC-KDOW, 2004).  Hood Creek has been scheduled for TMDL development for pollutant 
pathogens (KEPPC-KDOW, 2006). 
 
B. Floodplains 
 
Based on review of Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) 100-Year floodplain information 
from the Kentucky Office of Technology Division of Geographic Information (KOT-DGI, 2007), 100-
Year floodplains occur along the following streams within the project study area (see Attachment A3 
and A6): 
 

• East Fork Little Sandy River  
• Hood Creek 
• Williams Creek  
• Daniels Fork  
• Little Hood Creek  
• Shope Creek  
• Marsh Run  
• Music Branch  
• Big Run 
• Ellington Run 
• Several unnamed USGS and other streams 

 
Avoidance and minimization of floodplain encroachment will need to be evaluated as this project 
further develops for compliance with Executive Order 11988 and USDOT floodplain policies.  KDOW 
coordination and review of the project by the local floodplain coordinator will need to be conducted to 
determine permit and mitigation requirements if floodplain encroachment does occur.  
 
C. Wetlands 
 
Nineteen National Wetland Inventory (NWI) mapped wetlands occur in the study area, including ten 
palustrine emergent, seven palustrine forested, and two palustrine scrub-shrub features (KOT-DGI, 
2007)(see Attachments A3 and A6).  Most of the NWI mapped wetlands occur along the East Fork 
Little Sandy River and other 100-year floodplain areas.  Many of the NWI mapped wetlands were 
confirmed present during the 2007 on-site survey conducted for this project, however not all features 
could be field-checked due to limitations on private property access.  In addition, a number of non-NWI 
features were observed during the 2007 field survey.  Most of these non-NWI wetlands were low-quality 
emergent features associated with roadside ditches or drainage swales.  Several moderate quality 
emergent/scrub-shrub features were also observed, primarily scattered along the East Fork Little Sandy 
River floodplain.  No extensive, high quality wetlands were noted to occur in the study area from 
secondary mapping or field observation.     
 
Based on review of soils information from the United States Department of Agriculture National 
Resource Conservation Service (USDA-NRCS, 2007), mapped hydric soils in Boyd County are limited 
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in extent, with six series listed as being hydric or containing hydric inclusions.  Mapped hyric soils in the 
project study area mostly occur along the East Fork Little Sandy River floodplain near the confluences 
of Marsh Run and Shope Creek. 
 
A comprehensive wetland survey and impact assessment, including evaluation of avoidance and 
minimization measures, will need to be conducted as this project further develops.  Unavoidable wetland 
impacts will require coordination with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and the Kentucky Division of 
Water during final design to determine Section 404/401 permitting and mitigation requirements.   
 
D. Ponds 
 
Review of 7.5’ USGS topographic quadrangles, project aerial photographs and NWI mapping indicated 
the occurrence of approximately 80 ponds in the project study area.  Twenty five of these ponds were 
visited during the September 2007 on-site survey and were generally noted to be of low quality and of 
the following types: small farm ponds, residential recreational and retention ponds, former fish-hatchery 
ponds, fishing ponds, and landscaped retention ponds at corporate facilities. 
 
E. Groundwater Resources and Public Water Supplies 
 
Groundwater - Review of groundwater, spring, and water well information from the Kentucky Geologic 
Survey (KGS) and Kentucky Division of Water (KDOW) indicated that no wellhead protection areas,  
springs or karst areas occur in the project study area limits, and that wells in the general project vicinity 
draw water from the non-isolated Pennsylvanian aquifers or alluvium from river valleys (KGS, 2007, and 
Carey and Stickney, 2004).  Information from KGS also indicated that approximately 157 water wells 
occur in the project study area, of which: 
 

• 118 are monitoring wells, 
• 27 are domestic water wells 
• 7 are irrigation water wells 
• 2 are livestock water wells 
• 1 is an industrial water well 
• 1 is not used 
• 1 is of an unknown type 

 
No springs were observed during the September 2007 on-site field survey.  Water wells and groundwater 
resources in the project vicinity are displayed on Attachments A3 and A6 (NOTE: multiple wells may be 
represented by a single symbol).  Water wells encountered within the construction limits of a selected 
corridor (as this project progresses) will need to be sealed per KYTC standard specifications. 
 
Public Water Supplies - Based on information available from the Kentucky Geologic Survey (KGS) and 
Kentucky Division of Water (KDOW), no public water supplies were identified within the project study 
area limits.  One public water supply well is located outside, but adjacent to the study area, northwest of 
the US 60/KY 5 intersection (see Attachment A3).  Other public water supplies (surface water sources) 
occur outside the project study area, along the Ohio River east of Ashland.   
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The north half of the project study area, generally north of the community of Summit, is located within 
a KDOW Source Water Assessment and Protection Area (SWAPP). 
 
F. Threatened, Endangered and Special Concern Species 
 
Information concerning the occurrence of federal and state threatened, endangered and special concern 
species and unique habitats in the project vicinity obtained from the United States Fish and Wildlife 
Service (USFWS), the Kentucky State Nature Preserves Commission (KSNPC) and the Kentucky 
Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources (KDFWR) is summarized below.  No unique habitats were 
identified by resource agencies, however, a total of 20 listed fish, mammals, birds and freshwater 
mussels were reported to occur or have suitable habitat in the general project vicinity.  Five of these 
listed species, indicated below with an asterisk, have reported occurrences of individuals from within the 
project study area boundaries, and include two federal species of management concern (salamander 
mussel and trout perch) and three state special concern species (little spectaclecase mussel, yellow 
troutlily and gray treefrog).  No known occurrences of any federal listed threatened or endangered 
species were reported from within the study area boundaries. Due to the sensitive nature of the data 
concerning these species, location information is not provided on the project mapping in Attachments 
A3 or A6.  Copies of information from USFWS, KSNPC and KDFWR are provided in Attachment B. 
 

• peregrine falcon (Falco peregrinus), federal species of management concern and state 
endangered species known from along the Ohio River.  Found in undisturbed areas with a wide 
view, near water, and close to plentiful prey, and in man-made areas that include tall buildings, 
bridges, rock quarries, and raised platforms. 

 
• gray bat (Myotis grisescens), federal endangered and state threatened species known from along 

the Ohio River.  Found in upland and bottomland forests and riparian corridors in summer, 
and in sandstone and limestone caves, rockhouses, clifflines, auger holes, and abandoned mines 
in winter. 

 
• salamander mussel* (Simpsonaias ambigua), federal species of management concern and state 

threatened species known from the East Fork Little Sandy River in Boyd County.  Found 
buried in substrate such as soft mud or gravel, and under flat stones in shallow water in small 
streams with swift current. 

 
• trout perch* (Percopsis omiscomaycus), federal species of management concern and state special 

concern species known from the Little Sandy River in Greenup and Carter Counties, and the 
East Fork Little Sandy River in Boyd County.  Found in clear, small to moderate-size streams 
in pools or raceways over clean sand or mixed sand and gravel bottoms. 

 
• fanshell mussel (Cyprogenia stegaria), federal and state endangered species with historic range in 

Boyd County.  Found in deep water in sand or gravel in medium to large rivers with moderate 
current. 
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• Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), federal and state endangered species with historic range in Boyd 
County.  In summer, found under exfoliating bark and in cavities of dead and live trees in 
upland and riparian forests, and wooded fencerows.  In winter, found hibernating in caves and 
old mine portals. 

 
• pink mucket mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), federal and state endangered species with historic 

range in Boyd County.  Found in mud and sand in shallow riffles and shoals swept free of silt 
in large rivers and tributaries. 

 
• ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), federal and state endangered species with historic range in 

Boyd County.  Found in gravel bars in shallow waters of large rivers. 
 
• orangefoot pimpleback mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), federal and state endangered species 

with historic range in Boyd County.  Found in clean, fast-flowing water in silt-free rubble, 
gravel or sand, in medium to large rivers with steady currents. 

 
• sheepnose mussel (Plethobasus cyphyus), federal candidate and state endangered species with 

historic range in Boyd County.  Found in mud, sand or gravel in water 3.3-6.6 feet deep in large 
rivers with rapid current. 

 
• clubshell mussel (Pleurobema clava), federal and state endangered species with historic range in 

Boyd County.  Found in sand and fine gravel in riffles and runs in shallow water of small to 
medium-sized rivers and streams. 

 
• rough pigtoe mussel (Pleurobema plenum), federal and state endangered species with historic 

range in Boyd County.  Found in sand or gravel with feeding siphon exposed in a wide variety 
of small to large streams. 

 
• yellow-crowned night heron (Nyctanassa violacea), state threatened species known from along 

the Ohio River.  Found in marshes, swamps, lakes, lagoons, and mangrove areas. 
 
• black-crowned night heron (Nycticorax nycticorax), state threatened species known from along 

the Ohio River.  Found in marshes, swamps, wooded streams, mangroves, along shores of 
lakes, ponds, and lagoons in salt water, brackish, and freshwater areas. 

 
• osprey (Pandion haliaetus), state threatened species known from along the Ohio River.  Found in 

forested areas near lakes, rivers, coastal waters and swamps with nest sites in snags and dead-
topped pines along lake and stream shorelines, in recent clear cut areas near water, in swamp 
conifer stands, and in marshes and bogs. 

 
• little spectaclecase mussel* (Villosa lienosa), state special concern species known from the 

East Fork Little Sandy River in Boyd County.  Found in shallow water on sand, mud and 
detritus, in small to medium-sized rivers. 
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• American brook lamprey (Lampetra appendix), state threatened species known from the East 
Fork Little Sandy River in Boyd County.  Found in sand and sediment of pools and backwaters 
in raceways and riffles of permanently flowing streams and rivers. 

 
• yellow troutlily* (Erythronium rostratum), state special concern species known from the Coalton 

area in Boyd County.  Found in moderately moist areas in forested ravines. 
 
• Virginia mallow (Sida hermaphrodita), state special concern species known from along the Ohio 

River in the City of Ashland in Boyd County.  Found in loose, sandy or rocky soil along 
riverbanks and floodplains. 

 
• gray treefrog* (Hyla versicolor), state special concern species known form the East Fork Little 

Sandy River and Williams Creek in Boyd County.  Found in  Permanent and temporary ponds 
in semi-open habitats. 

 
During the September 2007 on-site survey of the project area, potential habitat for the federal 
endangered Gray and Indiana bats (rock outcrops, clifflines, and trees with exfoliating bark, split trunks, 
and cavities; see representative photographs in Attachment C), as well as potential habitat for several 
mussel and fish species, listed above, was observed in the project study area.  Due to the occurrence of 
this potential habitat, more thorough survey for these species should be conducted as the project further 
develops. 
 
In their letter dated January 3, 2008 (see Attachment B), KSNPC advised against disturbance of 
bottomland forests and riparian corridors, particularly near caves, to avoid impacts to gray bat.  To 
prevent impacts to aquatic species and aquatic habitats, KSNPC also advised that a written erosion 
control plan be developed that includes stringent erosion control methods that provide several stages of 
control, and that all erosion control measures be monitored periodically to ensure proper functioning. 
 
G. Woodland Habitats 
 
Review of information from the USFWS and KSNPC indicated that no state or federal managed areas, 
parks, forests or preserves occur in the project study area. 
 
Large portions of the study area are covered by forested land (see Attachments A2 and A5).  These 
forested areas cover steep valleys and ridgetops and are comprised of predominantly oak, hickory, pine 
and sycamore.  Reclaimed strip mine areas also occur in the study area and are covered in primarily 
herbaceous or young secondary growth woodland. 
 
H. Public Parks – Section 4(f) and Section 6(f) Facilities 
 
Through a combination of review of project aerial photographs, USGS maps, information from the 
National Park Service and on-site field survey, a total of eight public parks were identified in the project 
study area (see Attachments A3 and A6), including:   
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• Armco Park, US 60 and KY 716, Summit 
• John C. May Amphitheater, US 60 and KY 716, Summit (adjacent to Armco Park) 
• Fairview Schools Athletic Fields, Wheatley Road (KY 168), Westwood 
• Big Sandy Complex National Little League, 263 W. Central Avenue, Ashland 
• Dawson Pool Park, Central Avenue (between 6th and 7th Streets), Ashland 
• Community Park, KY 168, Ashland 
• Fraley Complex Ball Park, 1226 Summit Road, Summit 
• Dog Park, 1226 Summit Road, Summit (adjacent to Fraley Ball Park) 

 
If any of these facilities are affected by the proposed project, then evaluation and coordination with the 
Federal Highway Administration will be necessary under Section 4(f) of the Department of 
Transportation Act of 1966. 
 
Two of the above-listed facilities, Armco Park and Dawson Pool Park, were additionally identified as 
receiving grant assistance from the Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF), and, if impacted, will 
require evaluation and approval by the National Park Service under Section 6(f) of the LWCF Act.    

 
I. Geotechnical Issues 
 
A geotechnical overview investigation was conducted by American Engineers, Incorporated in 
November and December of 2007.  This study made the following findings and recommendations for 
the project: 
 

• The study area was surface and underground mined extensively for coal. 
• Mined areas may be encountered near Princess and at several locations west of US 60. 
• Available mining records should be reviewed to determine potential settlement areas. 
• Terrace deposits should be avoided due to their varied nature and potential for settlement. 
• Bedded materials near the surface in the study area are susceptible to landslides.  As such, 

measures to increase safety should include flatter slope design, promotion of surface/ 
subsurface drainage, re-vegetation, and construction of retaining walls. 

 
III. HUMAN ENVIRONMENT 
 
A. Social and Economic Resources 
 
Through a combination of review of information from the Environmental Systems Research Institute 
(ESRI) (ESRI, 2005) and on-site field survey, the following social and economic resources were 
identified in the project study area: schools, institutions, learning centers, churches, cemeteries, fire 
departments, shopping centers, golf courses, an industrial park, and a federal correctional institution.  
Social and economic resources in the project study area are displayed on Attachments A4 and A7 and 
further described below. 
 
Schools, Institutions and Learning Centers - A total of 18 schools, institutions and learning centers were 
identified in the project study area, including: 
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• Holy Family Elementary, 932 Winchester Avenue 
• Ashland Community Technical College, 4818 Roberts Drive 
• Ashland Community Technical College; 1400 College Drive 
• Heritage Temple Christian Academy, 13109 Copley Road 
• Rose Hill Christian School, 1001 Winslow Road 
• Hatcher Elementary, 1820 Hickman St 
• Boyd County Early Childhood Learning Center North, 1104B Bob McCullough Dr 
• Boyd County Early Childhood Learning Center South, 12862 SR 180 
• Boyd County High School, 12307 Midland Trail Rd 
• Boyd County Middle School, 1226 Summit Road 
• Boyd County Regional Juvenile Detention Center, 2420 Roberts Drive 
• Summit Elementary School, 830 SR 716 
• Fairview Elementary School, 258 McKnight St WW 
• Fairview High School, 2123 Main St W 
• Fairview Middle School, 2123 Main St W 
• Shea’s Play Learning Center Pre-School, 1340 Shopes Creek Road 
• Happy Hearts Childcare, 1025 SR 716 
• Southland Bible Institute, 238 West Southland Drive 

 
Churches - A total of 38 churches were identified in the project study area, including: 
 

• church (no visible name), Twin Ridge Court 
• El Hasa Temple, 13450 State Route 180 
• Heritage Temple Free Will Baptist, 13136 State Route 180 
• Princess Church of Christ, US 60 south of SR 5 
• Princess Chapel, US 60 south of SR 5 
• Crossroads Baptist Church, 12649 US 60 
• Meade Station Church of God, 1315 Marsh Hill Drive 
• Gospel Light Baptist Church, 1115 Trinity Lane 
• Faith Independent Baptist Church, 6900 US 60 
• Potter’s House of Worship, 6417 US 60 
• Summit Missionary Baptist Church, Highway 716 
• Coalton First Baptist Church, West Midland Trail Road 
• Gehringer Church, SR 5 south of KY 1458 
• Hood Creek Regular Baptist Church, SR 5 north of KY 1458 
• Little Mary Church, SR 5 north of KY 766 
• Rose Hill Baptist Church, 1001 Winslow Road 
• New Buckley Road Free Will Baptist Church, 1200 West New Buckley Road 
• Summit Church of the Nazarene, 310 Summit Road 
• Rose Road Chapel Baptist, 1014 West Rose Road 
• Hoods Creek Free Will Baptist, 4018 SR 5 
• The Recovery Room Church, Old Buckley Road 
• Westwood Church of God, 349 McKnight Street 
• Christ United Methodist Church, 2335 Pollard Road 
• Life Community Church, 2401 13th Street 
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• Calvary Baptist Church, 3339 13th Street 
• 13th Street Free Will Baptist Church, 3430 13th Street 
• 13th Street Baptist Church, 1812 13th Street 
• Westwood Christian Baptist, 713 Wheatley Road 
• Tri-State Gospel Assembly, corner of Bellefonte Road and Main Street 
• Fairview Baptist Church, 2040 Main Street 
• Faith Baptist Church, Hoods Creek Pike 
• Bethel at Westwood Church, Sarah Road 
• The Church of Jesus Christ United Baptist Westwood, Hoods Creek Road 
• Westwood Wesleyan, 2400 Main Street 
• Little Jewel Church of Jesus Christ, 204 Kentucky Street 
• Westwood Christian Church, 424 Wheatley Road 
• Holy Family Church, 900 Winchester Avenue 
• Saint James AME Methodist Church, 329 12th Street 

 
Cemeteries - A total of 15 cemeteries were identified in the project study area, including: 
 

• Calvary Catholic Cemetery, Pollard Road 
• Rose Hill Burial Park, corner of Winslow Road and US 60 
• Dixon Cemetery, Main Street, between McClure and Fairview Avenues 
• Coalton Community Cemetery, Coalton Cemetery Road 
• Winslow Cemetery, KY 766 
• McCormick Cemetery, Summit Road 
• Howard Cemetery, US 60, just north of Summit Road 
• Fultz Cemetery, Summit Road, near Ball Park Fraley Complex 
• Calvin Cemetery, US 60 and Old US 60 intersection 
• Fields Cemetery, Fields Avenue 
• McKnight Cemetery, SR 5 at KY 1581 
• Thompson Cemetery, Grandview Lake Road 
• Kouns Cemetery, Kouns Road 
• Heisley Cemetery, New Buckley Road 
• Hackworth Cemetery, Fields Avenue 

 
Fire Departments and Hospitals - Three fire departments were identified in the project study area, 
including: 
 

• Summit-Ironville Fire Department, Station #95, 252 KY 716 
• Westwood Volunteer Fire Department, Station #96, on Main Street at McClure 
• Ashland Central Fire Station, 1021 Carter Avenue 

 
No hospitals occur within the boundaries of the project study area.  The closest hospital facilities are 
located in Bellefonte and Ashland, to the west and east of the study area, respectively. 
 
Shopping Centers - Three large shopping centers/urban mall areas were identified in the project study 
area, including: 
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• Ashland Town Center Mall/Walmart/Kroger shopping area, 500 Winchester Avenue/351 River Hill 
Drive/12th Street and Lexington Avenue, respectively.  Other stores include: J.C. Penny, 
Goody’s, Belk, a movie theater, and 67 additional businesses. 

• Kyova Mall, 10699 US 60, 600,000 square foot indoor mall.  Stores include: Sears, Elder-Beerman, 
and Steve and Barry’s University Sportswear, as well as additional retail businesses, restaurants 
and a movie theatre. 

• Walmart Supercenter, 12504 US 60 
 

Industrial Parks - One industrial park, the Paul Coffey Industrial Park, occurs in the project study area in 
the community of Princess (see Attachments A4 and A7).  Key tenants include:  Woodford Oil 
Company, DHL, American Electric Power Kentucky, Flagship Services, Inc., TriMac, Advantage Tank 
Lines, Boyd County Road Department, SunBelt Rentals, Bow Mech Services, Inc., Fleet Maintenance 
Services, and L. R. Daniels Transportation, Inc. 
 
The Kentucky Cabinet for Economic Development reported four industrial parks in the general 
Ashland vicinity, but outside the project study area limits, including: East Park B and East Park A 
(located in northwest Boyd County and southeast Greenup County, about 11 miles southwest of 
Ashland); the Wurtland Site (located in Greenup County, about 10 miles northwest of Ashland); and the 
South Shore Site (located in Greenup County, about 30 miles northwest of Ashland).   
 
Federal Facilities - Two federal facilities occur in the project study area, adjacent to each other, in the 
community of Summit: 
 

• Minimum Security Federal Correctional Institution, located south of the community of Summit with a 
main entrance on Summit Road, facility has also been identified as eligible for inclusion on the 
National Register of Historic Places (further discussed in Section III.B.1, on page 12). 

• Army National Guard Maintenance Depot, located south of the correctional institution with a main 
entrance on Summit Road 

 
Golf Courses - Two public golf courses occur in the project study area: 
 

• Sundowner Golf Course, 4135 KY 5, 9-hole course 
• Sandy Creek Golf Course, 9701 Meade Springer Road, 18-hole course 

 
B. Historic and Archaeological Resources – Section 106 and Section 4(f) Resources 
 
Cultural historic and archaeological investigations were conducted for the project in 2007 by Helen 
Powell and Company, and Cultural Resource Analysts, respectively.  A summary of key findings from 
these investigations is provided below.  Section 106 review under the Historic Preservation Act and 
evaluation and coordination with the Federal Highway Administration under Section 4(f) of the 
Department of Transportation Act of 1966 will be required if any of these resources are impacted by the 
project. 
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1. Historic Resources 
 
National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) Resources - A total of four NRHP-listed resources (i.e., 
two districts and two individual properties) occur in the project study area (see Attachments A4 and A7): 
 

• Ashland Historic Commercial District, contains 63 buildings, dating from 1890-1940, NR-listed in 
1994. 

• Bath Avenue Historic District, contains 28 dwellings, representing a variety of styles from Gothic 
Revival to Classical Revival unparalleled in other sections of Ashland, occupied by nineteenth-
century owners and managers of Ashland’s industries, NR-listed in 1979. 

• Paramount Theater, 1304 Winchester Avenue, completed in 1931, designed in Art Deco style, 
provided seating for 1309 people, NR-listed as an individual property in 1975 and included in 
the Ashland Historic Commercial District in 1994. 

• Saint James AME Methodist Church, 329 12th Street, established circa 1860, present day building 
completed in 1912, one-and-one-half-story, front-gabled brick church, hip-roofed corner bell 
tower entry, stone lintels above the windows, NR-listed in 1979. 

 
NRHP Determined Eligible Resources - A total of four historic resources determined to be eligible for 
inclusion on the National Register occur in the project study area (see Attachments A4 and A7): 
 

• Quadruple Span Concrete Bridge (BD-361), US 60 over East Fork Little Sandy River, built between 
1925 and 1929. 

• Williams Creek Bridge (BD-27), Old KY 5 in Princess, built in 1921. 
• Summit Missionary Baptist Church (BD-363), KY 716 in Summit, congregation formed in 1898 and 

present day building completed in 1946-1947. 
• Federal Correctional Institution and Prison Camp, KY 716 in Summit, determined eligible under 

criterion A for association with early development of the federal penitentiary system, and under 
criterion C as an example of correctional architecture from the late 1930s and early 1940s. 

 
Potential NRHP Resources (pending further research) - A total of six districts and 26 individual 
properties potentially eligible for inclusion on the National Register were identified in the project study 
area.  A final determination of NRHP eligibility will require additional research, photography, physical 
examination of the structures, evaluation relative to the integrity standards established by similar 
properties in Boyd County currently listed on the National Register, and consultation with the State 
Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO) (see Attachments A4 and A7): 
 

• Prospect Place Historic District, area includes large two-and-one-half story, brick American 
foursquares and Colonial Revival dwellings built before 1927. 

• Midland Heights Historic District, two-story, brick and frame Colonial Revival dwellings built in the 
1930’s and 1940’s. 

• Graysonia Historic District, two-story, brick American foursquares along 13th Street, with frame 
one-and-one-half-story dwellings dating from the 1930’s and 1940’s on Algonquin and Iroquois 
Streets. 
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• Grayson Road Historic District, Cumberland Avenue, Kentucky Avenue, and Central Parkway, 
notable for its curvilinear road pattern which includes areas of common green space, houses are 
one-and-one-half-story, brick and frame Colonial Revival structures built before 1927. 

• Lexington Avenue/14th Street Historic District, most houses date from the first three decades of the 
twentieth century and are variations on the Colonial Revival style, dwellings appear to be part of 
a larger historic district. 

• 1100 Block Bath Avenue/12th Street Historic District, American foursquares and Colonial Revival 
dwellings built before 1927. 

• Dwelling, 2105 Midland Trail near Coalton, may date to the mid-nineteenth century, two-story, 
three-bay, single-gabled, central passage, single-pile, frame dwelling. 

• House, 8831 Mead-Springer Road, dates to the period from 1875-1899, two-story, three-bay, side 
passage frame structure, with associated rusticated concrete block structure. 

• Dwelling, 9223 Mead-Springer Road, dates to the period from 1875-1900, two-story, three-bay, 
central passage frame house with full-width two-story porch. 

• Bungalow and Barns, 8517 Mead-Springer Road, brick bungalow built in 1932, one-and-one-half-
story, side-gabled, associated gambrel-roofed barn and several agricultural outbuildings. 

• Tudor Revival Houses, 835/839 KY 716, two one-and-one-half-story, Tudor Revival houses with 
steeply pitched side-gabled roofs and front facing chimneys. 

• T-Plan Dwelling, 3293 Little Garner (KY 716), two-story, three-bay frame T-plan dwelling with 
full-width hip-roofed porch. 

• Thornberry House, KY 716 in Summit, built during the period from 1875-1900, two-story, three-
bay, log, saddlebag dwelling with full-width porch. 

• Armco Park, intersection of KY 716 and US 60, opened in 1934, features winding roads through 
a steep wooded area, some original picnic pavilions remain. 

• Gertrude Ramey House, Poor House Road, dates to circa 1900, two-story brick structure with five 
bays on the first floor and four bays on the second floor. 

• Bridge, concrete bridge over Little Hood Creek, on Horn Street in the historic community of Mill 
Seat dates to the period from 1925-1949. 

• Westwood Christian Church, 713 Wheatley Avenue, organized in 1931, two-story, three-bay, front-
gabled brick structure with three-story entry tower and Gothic Revival windows. 

• Bill Mayberry House, 2633 Main Street in Fairview, dates to the period from 1875-1899, two-story, 
five-bay, central passage, single-pile frame dwelling with full-width, hip-roofed porch. 

• Fairview Gym, Fairview High School, 2123 Main Street, built by the Works Progress 
Administration (WPA) in 1938, one-and-one-half-story, front-gabled stone structure. 

• Log House, McKnight Street in West Fairview, dates from the 1930’s, one-story, three-bay 
rounded log house, with centrally located brick chimney. 

• Dwelling, Nichols Place, two-story, four-bay frame, side-gabled structure with interior brick 
chimneys on the gable ends, and full-width, two-story porch supported by square wood columns 

• Log House, York Street, dates from the 1930’s, one-story, front-gabled rounded log house, with 
front-gabled porch covering the entry. 

• Pollard Baptist Church, Blackburn Avenue, founded in 1892, present day building dates to 1925, 
three-story, three-bay, brick sanctuary, main façade is two-story with pedimented porch 
supported by fluted Ionic columns, site includes the two-story, two-bay, hip-roofed brick 
foursquare Manse east of the church. 
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• Christ United Methodist Church, Pollard Road, identified on the 1927 Sanborn Fire Insurance Map, 
three-story, front-gabled brick church, entry framed by truncated square towers, site includes the 
two-story, three-bay, side-gabled brick Manse, with a full-width, hip-roofed porch. 

• Dwelling, 321 Harrison, dates to the period from 1900-1924, two-story dwelling with four bays on 
the first floor and two bays on the second floor, centrally located brick chimney atop the side-
gabled roof. 

• Tudor Revival Building, at the corner of US 60, and Blackburn and Algonquin Streets, built prior to 
1927, two-and-one-half-story, side-gabled Tudor Revival building, steeply pitched roof, front-
facing brick chimneys, and half-timbering in the wall gables. 

• Tudor Revival Dwelling, 12th Street, two-and-one-half-story, side-gabled brick Tudor Revival 
dwelling, steeply pitched roof and halt timbering in the gables. 

• American Foursquare, 1207 Bath Avenue, two-and-one-half-story, hip-roofed, brick American 
foursquare with overhanging eves and a full-width, hip-roofed porch. 

• White Swan Laundry Building, Central Avenue, brick industrial building, built before 1927, one of 
the few surviving businesses from the era. 

• Commercial Building/Hotel., 336-346 13th Street, two-story building with rusticated stone lintels and 
scrolled brackets and dentils in the cornice. 

• Salvation Army Building, 1225 Carter Avenue, two story brick building topped by a crenelated 
balustrade, features stone accents around the central entry, built after 1927. 

• Chesapeake and Ohio Passenger Depot, Carter Avenue, symmetrical Renaissance design completed in 
1926 and renovated for use by Third National Bank of Ashland in 1979, associated with the site 
are three cast iron and wood canopies. 

 
2. Archaeological Resources 
 
Approximately five percent of the project study area has been previously surveyed for archaeological 
resources.  Review of information from the Kentucky Office of State Archaeology indicated that a total 
of three archaeological sites occur in the project study area.  Due to the sensitive nature of these sites, 
location information is not provided on the project mapping in Attachments A4 or A7: 
 

• 15Bd2, prehistoric open habitation without mounds of an indeterminate age and cultural 
affiliation, location unspecified, appears to be situated on floodplain or terrace of the Ohio River 
in Elk series soils, NRHP eligibility not assessed. 

• 15Bd4, prehistoric earthen mound of an indeterminate age and cultural affiliation, location 
unspecified, appears to be situated on a dissected upland ridge sideslope in Latham-Shelocta silt 
loams (30–50 percent slopes), NRHP eligibility not assessed. 

• 15Bd5, prehistoric earthen mound of an indeterminate age and cultural affiliation, located on 
Tilsit silt loam on a high stream terrace (upland flat), NRHP eligibility not assessed. 

 
In Boyd County, nearly half of all recorded archaeological sites have been found on floodplains or on 
stream terraces, suggesting that similar areas within the study area would have the greatest potential for 
the occurrence of archaeological resources.  Additionally, upland flats located in ridge line saddles may 
also possess archaeological resources in areas that may have been covered over and preserved by 
colluvial deposition related to deforestation from the iron and logging industries.  Although potentially 
disturbed by human activities, archaeological resources may also be present in the more rural of the 
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urban areas in the project study area.  A more thorough survey for archaeological resources in the 
project study area should be conducted as the project further develops. 
 
C. Hazardous Materials Concerns 
 
1. Underground Storage Tanks 
 
The occurrence of Underground Storage Tanks (UST’s) in the project study area was determined 
through a combination of review of information from the Kentucky Division of Waste Management 
(KDWM), Underground Storage Tank Branch, the USEPA Envirofacts Data Warehouse for hazardous 
waste information and on-site survey (KDWM, 2007 and USEPA, 2007).  In an email dated December 
10, 2007, KDWM reported that 44 facilities with UST’s occur in the general project area (see 
Attachment B15) (KDWM, 2007).  Of these 44 facilities, 39 occur within the project study area limits, as 
shown on Attachments A4 and A7 (NOTE: multiple facilities may be represented by a single symbol).  
In general, the types of facilities with UST’s include: gas stations, transportation, manufacturing, 
wholesale, service, government, information services, agriculture, and construction facilities.  Three of 
the UST facilities in the study area are reported as Corrective Action Sites (see list below).  Properties 
with UST’s in the project study area include: 
 

• Five Points, gas station, 244 W Donta Road (Corrective Action Site: groundwater contamination has spread off-site) 
• Speedway #9550, gas station, 6009 US 60 
• Speedway SuperAmerica LLC 9603, gas station, 1222 Lexington Avenue 
• Speedway SuperAmerica LLC 9924, gas station, 607 Winchester Avenue 
• Galleria Exxon Tiger Mart (Cartee), gas station, 10951 US 60 
• KJK Petroleum (Exxon Tiger Mart), gas station, 1122 13th Street 
• Chaffin Inc. No 4 (Conlin Chevron), gas station, 14525 State Road 180 
• P & R Inc., gas station, 2201 Winchester Avenue 
• Par Mar # 32, gas station, 101 Jane Hill Road 
• Exit 181 Citgo, gas station, 1965 US 60 West  
• Borders Summit Market, gas station, 5876 US 60 (Corrective Action Site: soil and groundwater contamination present) 

• Super Quik No. 9, facility type not identified, 12655 US 60 
• Fleet Purchasing/Ashland Tower, facility type not identified, 1212 Bath Avenue 
• Greenhills Quik Stop Inc. , facility type not identified, 344 West Summit Road 
• Boyd Co School Bus Garage, facility type not identified, 12219 Midland Trail Road 
• Clark Pump N Shop No 69 (Ro 3811), facility type not identified, 6353 US 60 West 
• Clarks Pump N Shop 1, facility type not identified, 1805 Main Street 
• Clarks Pump N Shops 65 (Rich Oil 38), facility type not identified, 640 Wheatley Road 
• Dickens Shell, facility type not identified, 3613 13th Street 
• 13th St. Food Mart, facility type not identified, 3354 13th Street 
• Averitt Express Inc., transportation facility, 12297 Virginia Boulevard 
• Boyd Co. State Maintenance Garage, transportation facility, 1168 Halee Lane 
• United Parcel Service, transportation facility, 12300 Kevin Avenue 
• JRB Trucking Co., transportation facility, Winslow Road 
• AK Steel Corp., West Works, manufacturing facility, US 23 North 
• KES Acquisition Co. LLC, manufacturing facility, 2704 S Big Run Road 
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• Certified Oil Co., manufacturing facility, 8117 US 60 
• John Clark Oil Co. Bulk Plant, wholesale facility, 101 Wheatley Road 
• Fleet Fuel 1 Bulk Plant, wholesale facility, 12355 Virginia Boulevard 
• Whayne Supply Co., wholesale facility, 12251 US 60 West 
• Cardinal Cleaners, services facility, 1201 Central Avenue 
• Veolia Environmental Services, services facility, 806 Hoods Creek Pike 
• 13th St. Service Center, services facility, 501 13th Street (Corrective Action Site: soil contamination present) 

• Federal Correctional Institute, government facility, Summit Road 
• Boyd Co. Road Dept. Garage, government facility, 1015 Bob McCullough Drive 
• The Gallaher Group, information services facility, 101 Armco Boulevard 
• Hinton Hatchery Farm, agricultural facility, 7229 Hatchery Road. 
• Ruth Contracting Corp., construction facility, 9429 US 60 
• B & L Utility & Gas, miscellaneous property, 441 Iowa Street 

 
A Phase I survey for UST’s in the project study area will need to be conducted as the project further 
develops. 
 
2. USEPA Regulated Sites 
 
A total of 46 properties were identified in the project study area as hazardous materials concerns 
through review of information from the USEPA Envirofacts Data Warehouse for hazardous waste 
information and KDWM (USEPA, 2007 and KDWM, 2007).  The concerns identified include facilities 
reported in the following hazardous materials databases: Comprehensive Environmental Response 
Compensation and Liability Information System (CERCLIS-Superfund), Resource Conservation and 
Recovery Information System (RCRIS) the Toxic Release Inventory (TRI) and Brownfields.  RCRIS is a 
database of properties that handle or maintain hazardous waste and are required to provide information 
about their hazardous materials activities; CERCLIS is a database used by the USEPA to track active 
and archived Superfund properties; the TRI is a database that contains information about releases of 
toxic chemicals; and Brownfields are real property where expansion or redevelopment is complicated by 
the presence or potential presence of hazardous substances, pollutants, or contaminants. 
 
In an email dated December 21, 2007, KDWM reported 62 records of Superfund facilities that occur in 
Boyd County (see Attachment B15) (KDWM, 2007).  Of these 62 records for the county, 13 Superfund 
properties occur in the project study area limits, as shown on Attachments A4 and A7.  Four of the 
Superfund properties were reported as active, eight as closed, and one as status unknown.  The 13 
Superfund properties in the project study area include: 
 

• John Clark Property, RCRIS and CERCLIS-Superfund 
• Kentucky Electric Steel LLC., CERCLIS-Superfund, RCRIS, TRI and Brownfields 
• Armco Credit Union, CERCLIS-Superfund (active) 
• Paramount Arts Center Inc., CERCLIS-Superfund 
• Paul Coffey Industrial Park, CERCLIS-Superfund 
• Ashland Towne Center Mall, CERCLIS-Superfund 
• Swift Transportation, CERCLIS-Superfund 
• B & L Utility and Gas, CERCLIS-Superfund 
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• Corbin Clothing Manufacturing, CERCLIS-Superfund 
• Boyd County Dump, CERCLIS-Superfund 
• Mobile Pressure Cleaning Landfill, CERCLIS-Superfund (active) 
• Cooksey Brothers Disposal Co., CERCLIS-Superfund (active) 
• US Federal Corrections Institute Ashland, RCRIS and CERCLIS-Superfund (active) 

 
The USEPA Envirofacts Data Warehouse for hazardous waste information and KDWM reported a 
total of 33 RCRIS, TRI and Brownfields properties in the project study area (see Attachments A4, A7 
and B) (USEPA, 2007 and KDWM, 2007): 
 

• Air Products, RCRIS and TRI 
• Ashland Branded Marketing #326-0349988, RCRIS 
• Ashland Branded Marketing Inc. 326-0729, RCRIS 
• Ashland Petroleum Co BM #326-045, RCRIS 
• Ashland Petroleum Co BM #326-284, RCRIS 
• Ashland State Vo-Tech School, RCRIS 
• Big Sandy Diesel Service Inc., RCRIS 
• BW/IP International Inc. Seal Div., RCRIS 
• Cardinal Cleaners, RCRIS 
• Certified Gas Station #343, RCRIS 
• Chaffin Inc #3/KDEP 10 1002-010, RCRIS 
• Columbia Natural Resources Inc., RCRIS 
• Conlin’s Chevron, RCRIS 
• Dickerson Union 76 DBA Gas Express, RCRIS 
• Downtown Cleaners, Inc., RCRIS 
• Firestone Store #3836, RCRIS 
• Flagship Services, Inc., RCRIS 
• Hanson Brick Ashland Plant, TRI 
• Inland Gas/Ashland Warehouse, RCRIS 
• Inland Gas/Mavity Station, RCRIS 
• Jims Ironville Market, RCRIS 
• Mining Machinery Incorporated, RCRIS 
• Onyx Industrial Services, RCRIS 
• Pennco, Inc., RCRIS 
• Requip Ruth Equipment (3260380240), RCRIS 
• Rich Oil #3804, RCRIS 
• Rich Oil #3817, RCRIS 
• Safety Kleen Systems Incorporated 407501, RCRIS, TRI and Brownfields 
• Sherwin Williams Company, RCRIS 
• SuperAmerica #5517, RCRIS 
• Superior Collision Center, RCRIS 
• US Postal Service KDEP ID 1002-010, RCRIS 
• Whayne Supply Company Ashland, RCRIS 
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A Phase I survey for hazardous materials concerns in the project study area will need to be conducted as 
the project further develops. 
 
3. Oil and Gas Wells 
 
Oil and gas well locations in the project study area were identified through a combination of review of 
information from the Kentucky Office of Technology Division of Geographic Information (KOT-
DGI) and on-site field survey of the study area (KOT-DGI, 2007).  A total of approximately 111 oil and 
gas wells were determined to occur within the study area limits (see Attachments A4 and A7). 
 
Due to their occurrence on private property the locations of most of the oil and gas were not confirmed 
during the on-site survey.  A more thorough survey for these wells should be conducted once the 
project further develops.  Oil and gas wells encountered within the construction limits of a selected 
corridor (as this project progresses) will need to be sealed per KYTC standard specifications. 
 
4. Landfills 
 
Review of information from KDWM Solid Waste Branch indicated that eight known landfills occur in 
the project study area (see Attachment B16) (KDWM, 2007).  KDWM identified two as active, four as 
inactive, and the conditions at two as unknown (see Attachments A4 and A7): 
 

• Big Run Landfill (active) 
• Cooksey Brothers (identified as active, observed to be closed) 
• Louisa Land Development/Paul Coffey Industrial Park (inactive) 
• Boyd County Dump (inactive) 
• R.L. Fosson (inactive) 
• Mobile Pressure Cleaning (inactive) 
• Federal Corrections Institute (status unknown) 
• General Concrete Company (status unknown) 

 
During the on-site survey of the project area, activity was confirmed at the Big Run Landfill.  The 
Cooksey Brothers landfill, however, was observed to be closed/inactive at the time of the on-site survey.  
No other landfills were observed in the study area during the September 2007 on-site survey.  A Phase I 
survey for hazardous materials concerns associated with these landfill sites will need to be conducted as 
the project further develops. 
 
5. Additional Hazardous Materials Concerns 
 
A number of additional hazardous material concerns in and immediately adjacent to the project study 
area were noted during the September 2007 on-site survey (see Attachments A4 and A7), including: 
 

• above ground storage tanks (AST’s) 
• drums 
• 3 electrical substations 
• Columbia Natural Gas Pump Station 
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A Phase I survey for hazardous materials concerns in the project study area will need to be conducted 
once the project further develops. 
 
D. Agriculture 
 
In response to agency information requests, the Kentucky Department of Agriculture acknowledged the 
project, but had no specific comments (see Attachment B17).  Review of 2002 Agricultural Census data 
from the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) indicates that Boyd County is ranked 108th 
out of 120 Kentucky counties in agricultural production, and that the typical agricultural practices 
occurring in the Boyd County include hay, grass silage and greenchop (3,732 acres), corn (184 acres) and 
livestock (cattle, horses and ponies) (USDA, April 2008).  Review of information from the Kentucky, 
Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) Office also indicated that prime farmland soil areas 
occur throughout the project study area (see Attachment B21).  Prime farmland is land area that has the 
best combination of physical and chemical soil characteristics for producing food, forage and other 
agricultural crops with minimal inputs of fuel, fertilizer, pesticides, and labor, and with minimal soil 
erosion.  Prime farmland soil areas in the project study area generally occur in low-lying, level stream 
bottomland areas, and in level areas along chief transportation corridors (see Attachment B21). 
 
On-site survey of the project study area revealed that agricultural land was sparse and mostly in hay 
production.  Land dedicated to agriculture was estimated to account for less than ten percent of the total 
land area encompassed by the project study area (see Attachments A2 and A5). 
 
Impacts to farmland are regulated by the Farmland Protection Policy Act (FPPA).  Once the project 
further develops, coordination with the local NRCS office will be necessary to determine if there will be 
adverse impacts to farmland associated with the proposed project. 
 
E. Mining 
 
Mines and quarries in the project study area were identified through review of information from the 
Kentucky Department for Natural Resources, Division of Mine Reclamation and Enforcement 
(KEPPC-DEP-DNR, 2007, and see Attachment B18), the Kentucky Office of Technology Division of 
Geographic Information (KOT-DGI, 2007) and on-site survey of the study area.  No active coal mines 
occur in the study area, although a total of 18 inactive sites were identified from secondary sources 
(inactive permits). In addition, two active quarries were identified in the southern portion of project 
study area in the vicinity of Princess (see Attachments A4 and A7). 
 
F. Socioeconomic and Environmental Justice Information 
 
Socioeconomic Information  -  Review of 2000 Census Bureau information indicates that Boyd County 
had a total population of 49,752 individuals of predominantly white race origin, with a high school 
graduate or higher education.  The 2000 unemployment rate was 5.6 percent in a labor force of more 
than 21,000 individuals working primarily in the Services and Trade/Transportation/Utilities industries, 
and median household income in 2000 was greater than $32,000 (U.S. Census Bureau, 2008).  Additional 
socioeconomic information for Boyd County is summarized in the table, below 
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BOYD COUNTY SOCIOECONOMIC INFORMATION 

Demographic Boyd County Kentucky 

Total Population 49,752 4,041,769 
Race   
 White 48,148 (96.8%) 3,640,889 (90.1%) 
 Black/African American 1,432 (2.9%) 295,994 (7.3%) 
 Other 644 (0.3%) 104,886 (2.6%) 
 Hispanic/Latino Origin 558 (1.15%) 59,939 (1.5%) 
Gender   
 Male 24,363 (49.0%) 1,975,368 (48.9%) 
 Female 25,389 (51.0%) 2,066,401 (51.1%) 
Age   
 Under 18 10,840 (21.7%) 490,025 (12.1%) 
 65 and Over 7,758 (15.6%) 504,793 (12.5%) 
Education (25 years of age or older)   
 High School Graduate or Higher 27,063 (78.0%) 1,961,397 (74.1%) 
 Bachelor’s Degree or Higher 4,892 (14.1%) 453,469 (17.1%) 
Labor Force (2000) 21,365 1,926,731 
Unemployment Rate (2006) 5.6% 5.7% 
Personal Income (2005) $27,555 $28,272 
Households    
 Number  20,010* 1,590,647 (2000) 
 Median Income $32,749* $37,369 (2005) 
Employment By Industry    
 Trade/Transportation/Utilities 23.9%* 20%** 
 Services 49.4%* 35%** 
 Manufacturing/Construction 20.2%* 18%** 
 Public Administration 4.7%* 17%** 
 Agriculture/Forestry 1.6%* 2%** 

* 2000 data obtained from the U.S. Census Bureau (U.S. Census Bureau, 2008).  
**  2006 data obtained from the Workforce Kentucky (Workforce Kentucky, 2008). 
 
Environmental Justice  -  Issues pertaining to minority, elderly, disability and low income (persons living 
in poverty) populations in the project study area were evaluated by EHI Consultants and documented in 
a May 2008 report entitled Environmental Justice and Community Impact Report.  The EHI report concluded 
that Environmental Justice populations occur in several Census Tracts and Block Groups in the study 
area generally in proximity to the City of Ashland, and the communities of Summit, Westwood and 
Fairview. 
 
The EHI report identified minority, elderly, disability and poverty populations in the project study area 
at percentages above the state and county averages in the following Census Tracts and Block Groups: 
 

• Census Tract 310 Block Group 4, minority population = 12.31% 
• Census Tract 306, elderly population = 22.54% 
• Census Tract 309 Block Group 1, disability population = 17.08% 
• Census Tract 308, poverty population = 29.4% 
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The EHI report also noted additional populations of individuals living in poverty, however, these 
populations were below the Boyd County and Kentucky State average poverty levels of 15.5% and 12.4%, 
respectively, as follows: 
 

• Census Tract 306, poverty population = 9.9% 
• Census Tract 307, poverty population = 8.7% 
• Census Tract 309, poverty population = 13.7% 
• Census Tract 310, poverty population = 12.6% 
• Census Tract 311, poverty population = 10.9% 

 
The occurrence of these Environmental Justice populations in the project study area should be taken 
into consideration as the project further develops. 
 
G. Additional Items of Concern 
 
Air Quality  -  Boyd County is currently (June 2008) reported by the USEPA as a non-attainment area 
for Particulate Matter (size < 2.5 micrometers), and a PM2.5 analysis will need to be conducted as this 
project further develops.   
 
Noise  -  The study area includes a number of sensitive noise receptors, including parks, schools, 
churches, golf courses and residential neighborhoods.  A project specific traffic noise impact analysis 
will need to be conducted to identify and mitigate traffic noise impacts as this project further develops. 
 
Utility Corridors  -  A number of major utility corridors, as well as the CSX rail road, occur within the 
project study area.  These facilities will require consideration as this project further develops. 
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Young, Chris 

From: Adams, Jerry - Lexington, KY [jerry.adams@ky.usda.gov]
Sent: Monday, June 16, 2008 3:59 PM
To: Young, Chris
Subject: Boyd Co Prime Farmland
Attachments: BoydCo_primefarmland.pdf
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6/17/2008

Chris 
Attached is report you requested. 
Here's a link to the Soil Data Mart: http://soildatamart.nrcs.usda.gov/Default.aspx 
And Soil Data Viewer that utilizes info from SDM to create maps. http://soildataviewer.nrcs.usda.gov/ 
I dont believe there's any restrictions on either's access. 
  
The District Conservationist for Greenup and Boyd Co is Earl Johnson.  His father passed away this weekend, but 
if you need future info you should be able to contact him at 606-833-0180.  Let me know if you need additional 
info. 
  
Jerry L Adams 
Area Resource Conservationist 
771 Corporate Drive Suite 210 
Lexington, KY 40503-5479 
Ofc:  859-224-7381 
Cell: 859-585-8090 
Fax: 859-224-7602 
  



Boyd and Greenup Counties, Kentucky

Map
symbol

Map unit name Farmland classification

AlB All areas are prime farmlandAllegheny loam, 2 to 6 percent slopes

ChA All areas are prime farmlandChavies fine sandy loam, 0 to 6 percent slopes

Co All areas are prime farmlandCotaco loam

EkA All areas are prime farmlandElk silt loam, 0 to 2 percent slopes

HsB All areas are prime farmlandHayter silt loam, 2 to 6 percent slopes

LtA All areas are prime farmlandLicking silt loam, 0 to 2 percent slopes

MkB All areas are prime farmlandMarkland silt loam, 2 to 6 percent slopes

MnB All areas are prime farmlandMonongahela silt loam, 2 to 6 percent slopes

OtA All areas are prime farmlandOtwell silt loam, 0 to 2 percent slopes

ScB All areas are prime farmlandShelocta gravelly silt loam, 2 to 6 percent slopes

TlB All areas are prime farmlandTilsit silt loam, 2 to 6 percent slopes

WcB All areas are prime farmlandWernock silt loam, 2 to 6 percent slopes

WhA All areas are prime farmlandWhitley silt loam, 0 to 2 percent slopes

WhB All areas are prime farmlandWhitley silt loam, 2 to 6 percent slopes

AlC Farmland of statewide importanceAllegheny loam, 6 to 12 percent slopes

GlC Farmland of statewide importanceGilpin silt loam, 6 to 12 percent slopes

HsC Farmland of statewide importanceHayter silt loam, 6 to 12 percent slopes

LmC Farmland of statewide importanceLatham silt loam, 6 to 12 percent slopes

MlC Farmland of statewide importanceMarkland soils, 6 to 12 percent slopes

MnC Farmland of statewide importanceMonongahela silt loam, 6 to 12 percent slopes

RnC Farmland of statewide importanceRiney loam, 6 to 12 percent slopes

ScC Farmland of statewide importanceShelocta gravelly silt loam, 6 to 12 percent slopes

TlC Farmland of statewide importanceTilsit silt loam, 6 to 12 percent slopes

WcC Farmland of statewide importanceWernock silt loam, 6 to 12 percent slopes

WhC Farmland of statewide importanceWhitley silt loam, 6 to 12 percent slopes

Mm Prime farmland if drainedMcGary silt loam

Mo Prime farmland if drainedMorehead silt loam

Wb Prime farmland if drainedWeinbach silt loam

Bo Prime farmland if drained and either protected from
   flooding or not frequently flooded during the growing
   season

Bonnie silt loam

Nk Prime farmland if drained and either protected from
   flooding or not frequently flooded during the growing
   season

Newark silt loam

Sm Prime farmland if drained and either protected from
   flooding or not frequently flooded during the growing
   season

Stendal silt loam

Sn Prime farmland if drained and either protected from
   flooding or not frequently flooded during the growing
   season

Stokly fine sandy loam

As Prime farmland if protected from flooding or not
   frequently flooded during the growing season

Ashton silt loam

Cu Prime farmland if protected from flooding or not
   frequently flooded during the growing season

Cuba silt loam

Hu Prime farmland if protected from flooding or not
   frequently flooded during the growing season

Huntington silt loam

Lu Prime farmland if protected from flooding or not
   frequently flooded during the growing season

Lindside silt loam

No Prime farmland if protected from flooding or not
   frequently flooded during the growing season

Nolin silt loam

Pf Prime farmland if protected from flooding or not
   frequently flooded during the growing season

Pope fine sandy loam

Pg Prime farmland if protected from flooding or not
   frequently flooded during the growing season

Pope gravelly silt loam

Prime and other Important Farmlands
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Tabular Data Version: 8
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