
SAFE ROUTES TO SCHOOL
Know Your Traffic Signs

Lesson Plan

 

Grade Levels: 3-5

Subject Areas: Mathematics, Practical Living/Vocational Studies

Core Content: MA-EP-3.1.1,  MA-(EP,04,05)-3.1.2, MA-(EP,04,05)-4.1.1 
PL-(EP,04,05)-1.4.01

Overview:  In this lesson students will become familiar with basic geometric shapes and 
how they relate to their real life experiences.  They also will become familiar 
with graphing skills.

Suggested Time:  1-2 class periods 

Materials: Poster board, chart paper, Post-it notes, digital camera(s)

Vocabulary:  circle, hexagon, intersection, octagon, rectangle, square, triangle 

Activities:

1. Introduce basic geometric shapes (circle, rectangle, square, triangle, octagon).

2. Discuss with students traffic signs they have observed and which type of shape they are. See 
www.trafficsign.us for additional resources.  

3. Have students draw, cut out and color basic traffic signs.  Post the signs in appropriate 
places around the school.

4. Distribute Post-it notes and have students write things they observe on the way to and from 
school on the notes, identifying them by shape—stop sign (octagon), flag (rectangle), roof
(triangle).

5. Make a bar graph out of the Post-it notes to show which shape is more readily found.

6. Take a walk with the class. Have the students take pictures or make a list of things they see 
that have common geometric shapes.  Make a graph (line, pictorial or bar) on poster board 
with the data collected.
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Assessment:

1. Pass out a paper with blank shapes on it.  Have students write what kind of traffic sign is
that shape.

2. Have students draw their own graph using the information they collected about numbers of 
different shapes.

Extension:

• Practice adding or subtracting fractions using the data collected.   


